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This Report is at prefent primed and circulated 
\for tie purpofe merely of procuring further infor- 
mation, refpe fling the jtate and bufbandry of this 
dijirifl, and of enabling every one inter efted in the 
welfare of this country % to examine it fully > and con- 
tribute his mite to its improvement. 

The Society do not deem themfelves pledged to 
any opinion given by the Author of this Survey; 
and they dijire, that nothing contained in it be con- 
fidered as their fentiments; they have only pub- 
lijhed it, as the report of the gentleman, wbofe 
name is affixed, and they publijh it, for the com- 
ments and obfervations of all perfons, which they 
entreat to be given freely, and without referve. 

It is therefore requejied, that the obfervations on 
reading this work may be returned to the. Dublin 
Society, as foon as may be convenient ', and which 
will meet with the fulleft attention in a future 
editiqri. 
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-i"- •' .. . TO. HIS BJCQMXENCY .,• 

. ,FHILIPEARL OF HARPWICKE, '\ 

LOJR.D. LIEUTENANT GENERAL, AND GENERAL GOVERNOR 
OF IRELAND, 

PRESIDENT OF THE DUBLIN SOCIETY \ 

" :: : &c. &q. &c. &c. 



MY LORD, 

^ AS I am deeply fcnfible of the diftinguifhed 
honour, which your Excellency hai conferred 6n 
me, by fo kindly permitting the following work 
to be dedicated to your Excellency, fo am I parti- 
cularly hajj/py as v an individual, to embrace this 
opportunity of expreflirg »the grateful fenfe of 
obligation whicti is felt, by your Lordihip's atten- 
tion to the completion of the Statistical Surveys 
... ..> 

as or 
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of Ireland. Inadequate as have been my exer- 
tions for the elucidation of fo important a fub- 
je&, yet in this inftance, under fuch exalted pro- 
tection, it will doubtlefs be a ftimulus to others, 
to contribute their information towards the per- 
fection of a work of fuch general utility, to which 
your Lordfhip looks forward with an anxious con- 
cern, and an earneft co-operation with the Dublin 
Society, whofe patriotic exertions for the improve- 
ment of our foil, and the extenfion of our agricul- 
ture, have never been more eminently fuccefsful 
than under your Excellency's refpc&ed prcfidency. 
That thefe important concerns may be lopg un- 
der the happy influence of fo competent a ruler, 
is the true wifh of his Majefty's loyal fubjefts of 
Ireland, and of none more fincerely than of him, 
who with all potSblc deference has the hdnour to 
fobiferibeKmfclf* " " '• ' ; / *• 

- ... -My Lord, 

Your Excellency Vftoftr tijiJf deTOtcfi* 

' ' • ' * ' ' k ' > V> -. .. - -, v.. 

apd moft faithful| :.: - 

humble iervant, ' ' ' 
CHARLES COOTE. 



PREFACE. 



IN the happy moment of returning peace, 
in this enlightened era, when knowledge is more 
generally and univerfally difieminated, when the 
licentioufhefs, which difgracedthe clofe of .the lafl 
century, has been cruflied in his Majefty's fa- 
voured realms, by the fteady adminiftration of 
juftice, and the fifranefs of our government, the 
minds of the people muft again return to their- 
true interefts, the improvement of our foil, and 
the extension of our agriculture. 

Was the fubjeft of the following flieets to be 
confined to the theory of hufbandry, it would 
. never have been undertaken by fo inexperienced 
a hand; but in the Statiftical Surveys of the coun- 
ties of Ireland, much more is neceffary* to be 
lhewn, confiderably more indeed, than it is in the 
power of *n individual to accomplish. How then 
are we to attain the knowledge of ourfelves, but 
by a general concurrence, and that each indivi- 
dual (hall according to 'his abilities join his mite in 
fo ^important a concern ? 
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It may be a weary talk, and doubtlefs it Is, to 
compile the various opinions of formers on the 
fubjeft of agriculture, and the (late of their coun- 
try; and difficult indeed, if not impracticable, to 
clearly diftinguifh fa&s, in fo contradictory and 
too often partial information} this requires a per- 
feverance and affiduity, which is all the merit the 
Author cau claim : the ground-work being laid 
by this minute enqpiry, it will be an eafy matter 
to make a correft ftatement in another edition, if 
the gcntlen\en and experienced farmers of the 
county, to which it relates, join their remarks and 
correct the errors, which doubtlefs mull he found. 
It is indeed the duty of every capable perform to 
contribute to the Statiftical Surveys of Ireland j 
the bright example of the firft magistrate of the 
country patronizing fuch a work, muft evince it& 
importance, and the pure and refpeftable fociety x 
who attribute their purfe apd their unwearied 
patriotic exertions for our profperity, haye in no 
inftance been more earnestly engaged, th^u in the 
furtherance and completion of thi$ defigpi I tru# 
thrin, th«tf fuch high and exalted patronage, fuch 
laudable and patriotic views (hall not be fruitless in 
this county, where the true interefts of the trade of 

the 
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4he ftaple commodity of the nation arc fo well un- 
dtrftood, and where there are fo many gentlemen 
capable of giving fuch valuable information, as 
well of the agriculture as of the manufacture of 
the county. 

If thefe defirable and fanguine wifhes (hall be 
fulfilled, then indeed would a work of intrinfic 
merit appear; which would doubtlefs be of the 
firft importance to agriculture, a fcience which re- 
quires not the panegyric of my feeble pen; the 
world is now convinced, that the happinefs and 
wealth, or the raifery and poverty of a nation de- 
pend on the proper or improper occupation of 
her foil, and that the produce of the fields is thq 
trucft dependence of commerce, and the fyreft 
fupport of the ftatp. 
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CiAVAN has Jbeen celebrated in the his- 
tories of ' the wars of Ireland for its fall- 
neffes, woods, bogs, and all the natural im- 
pediments which are fo formidable in war- 
fare j but it had very little elfe to recommend 
it, until the linen manufa&ure was engaged 
in, which ha? now acquired fuch a firm foun- 
dation — Nor is there much notice made of 
this county in the ancient reports, until 
in the reigns of Queen Elizabeth and King 
James, a pretty minute political enquiry was 
made by Sir John Davies th6n Attorney- 
General. 

It may therefore be acceptable to recite fo 
much from his hiftorical tra&s as relate to 
this county, which are as follows : . 

" As for Cavan, otherwife called Breny Ore- 
lye or ©^Relies Country, the late troubles 
had fo unfettled the poffeffions thereof, which 
indeed Were never well diftinguifhed and ef- 
tablifhed, as it was doubtful in whom the 
chiefrie of that country refted, or if the chief 
lord had been known, yet was it as uncer- 
tain what demefhes, or duties he ought to 

b "have 
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44 have. And for the particular tenants, they 
were fo many times removed and rejeded, 
as their titles and pofleffions were as doubt- 
ful as the lords. True it is, that Sir John 
Perrott being deputy purpofed the reforma- 
tion and fettling of this country j and to thai 
eqd, indentures were drawn between himfelf, 
in behalf of the late queen, on the one part, 
and Sir John, O'Relie, then chief lord of the 
country, on thq other; whereby Sir John 
Q*Relie did covenant to furrender the whole 
unto the queen, and Sir John Perrott, on the 
other, part, did covenant, that letters patent 
fjxould be made unto him of the vrholc* 
Howbeit, there followed no cffeft of this: 
for neither was there any furrender made by 
Sir John O'Relie, neithpr was there any pa- 
tent granted unto him, during Sir John Per- 
rott'a time, marry afterwards, when the late 
Lord Chancellor, and Sin Henry - Wallop, 
were Lords Juftices, certain commiflioners 
were fent down to divide the country into 
baronies and to fettle the chief Septs and fa- 
milies therein ; which they did in this man- 
ner: The whole country being divided into, 
(even baronies, they affigned two unto Sir 
John O'Relie, free from all public charges 
and contributions} a third barony they al- 
lottee} to Philip O'kelie, brother to Sir John 
O'Relie; a fourth to Edmond O'Relie, un- 
cle 
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* deto^John O'Rdic; a* fifth to die fbns 
of oti€ Hugh 0'Relie furnamed the Prior : 
arid out of the three b&ronies, Whereof Sir 
John O'Relie was not poffeffed, they refervecf 
Unto' him a chief 1 rent of ten {Killings 'out of 
every poR' (being a portion of Jand containing 
three fcore acres or thereabouts) in lieu of 
all Irifh cuttings and taxes. As for the other* 
two baronies poffeffed by the' Septs of M'Rer* 
noh, and M'Gaurol; being remote and bor- 
dering upon O'Rorke's country, they were 
Ue^lefted and left fubjeft ftill to the Irifh ex- 
adions of the chief lord ; but to the' crown 
they refetved' upon the whole country 220 
fceevtes, which the deputy ever fince hath ta- 
Iteh f6r his protfitfon. This divifion, or et 
tablifhiAeftt 9 was rhade and reduced to wri- 
ting, ag one of the cdmmiffiOners, who is 
yet 1 living, told me; who told me withal* 
that they wete well paid for their' pains : for 
he, that had leaft,. had an hundred fat beeves 
given him by the country; yet cannot we 
find any return of this commiffion, either in 
the Coqp'cil Book, or in the Chancery. So 
as hitherto there were only projeds made 
for the fettling of the* country, but nothing 
was really and effc&ually done ; none of the 
rules and cerettionies Of the law obferved, 
either by accepting flirrenders, or regranting 
the land back again, or by any other lawful 
b % conveyance 
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" conveyance, or execution of eftates. After 
this Sir John O'Relie died in rebellion; 
whereupon his brother Philip O'Relie took 
upon him the name of O'Relie, and poflefied 
himfelf of the country as Tannift and chief 
"Lord, according to * the Irifb cuftom; and 
being fo poffeffed, was flain in rebellion : af- 
ter his death, Edmond O'Relie, his uncle, 
entered in like manner, and was killed in 
a&ual rebellion. Since the death of Edmond, 
none of that l Sept was ele&ed or created 
O'Relie, but the chiefrie of the country flood 
doubtful till the end of the wars : then a niece 
of the Earl of Ormond being the widow of 
Mulmora O'Relie (eldeft fon of Sir John 
O'Relie, which Mulmora had been always 
loyal, and was flain on the Queen's part), 
fuppofing that Sir John O'Relie held the 
country by grant, from the late queen (which 
indeed he never did), caufed an inquifidon 
to be taken, whereby it was found, that Sir 
John O'Relie was feized of the country in 
fee, and died feized ; after whofe death, the 
country defcended to Mulmora, who like- 
wife died feized, his heir being within age 
and his majefty's ward : thereupon fhe made 
fuit to Sir George Cary, then Lord-Deputy, 
as well for the grant of the wardihip, as for 
the alignment of her dower; whereas in* 
deed, the land never, defcended, according 

to 
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€€ to the courfe of the common law ; but now 
was ever held by Tannis, according to the Irilh 
cuftom, whereby there could grow neither 
wardfhips nor dower. For, the Tannift com* 
ing in by election, neither did his heir ever 
inherit^ neither was his wife ever endowed. 
Howbeit, Sir George Cary, by a warrant 
from the Council Table only, did affignuntoher 
the third part of the profit of the country^ 
and gave her withal the cuftody of the bodiy 
of her fon, but the cuftody of the land during 
the King's pleafure he committed unto one 
Mulmora Q'Relie, great uncle to the fuppo- 
fed ward, whereof the poor gentleman hath 
made little benefit, becaufe not being created 
O'Relie by them, they would not fuffer him 
to cut and exaft, like an Irifh lord, neither 
would they fuffer him to receive the eft^bUflv- 
ment made by the commiffioners, becaufe it 
had been broken and reje&ed by Philip and 
Edmond, who fince held the country as Tan* 
nift, or Irifh chieftain a. In thefe uncertain 
terms, flood the poffefljons of Brevye, which 
we uqw call the county of Cavan.* 1 

After a recital of his circuit through Fermanagh 
and Monagban counties* Sir John Davies gives 
an account of his, proceedings in Cavan as fo{- 
lows, viz,. 

u Having^ent fix or feven days in this 
wafte country, we raifed our camp, and re* 

turned 
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" turned the fame 'way,, which we had pafTe4 
before, into the county of Mon^ghan, and 
lodging the fecond night not far from the 
Abbey of Clonays, we came the third day 
jo Cavan, and pitched our tents on the fouth 
fide of , that poor Irifli town. The appear- 
ance of this place was very full, for not only 
the natives of the county of Cavan, but alfo, 
many inhabitants of Weftmeath and other 
parts of the pale bordering upon this country, 
whereof fomc pretended title to land, others 
came to demand debts, and others to give 
evidence ag^inft felons,, repaired to this fef- 
fions, the chief of which was the Baron of 
Delvyn, who came attended wi,th many foU 
jkxwers. 

My Lord-Deputy having $ purpofe to pur- 
ine the fame courfe in the fervice here, vhich 
bad been holden in the other two counties, 
H caufcd forthwith a coromiffion to be drawn 
?nd paflfed the Seal, whereby the Judges of 
affize, and others, were authorifed to en- 
quire of all lands cfcheated to the crown in 
this county by attainder, outlawry, or adual 
killing in rebellion of any perfon : or by any 
other means vrhatfoever. For the difpatch 
of this bufinefc, a jury was irapanneHcd of 
the beft Knights and Gentlemen that were 
prefent ; whereof fome were foreign inhabi- 
tants of the p#e; and) yet frfjehpl^rs of jthis 

county* 
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" county; and the reft were .the chief of every 
IriJh Sept, natives of this county; we re- 
ceived two prefentments from them : the firft > 
of fuftdry freeholders, who were flain in the 
late rebellion, and of fuch lands . as they were 
feverally feized of at the fame time of their 
tattings; the fecond was, that Philip O'Retie, 
who was, according to the cuftom of the 
country, created O'RcJjft and was Lord or 
Chieftain of the whole country, being feized 
of all lands, tenements, and hereditament! 
in Breny O'Relie, in Dominiq fuo ut dt foedo 
& jure, (for thefe arc the words ,o£ the inqut 
jfition), was flam in a&ual rebellion: and, 
again they found, that after the death of Phi- 
tip* one Edmund O'Relie was, after the like 
cuftom of the country, created O'Rejie, and 
was in like manner feieed of the country j 
andbting fo feized, was flain in rebellion.; 
alio they found laftly, that Sir John 6'Reiie, 
who was Chieftain and Tannift of the coun- 
try, long before Philip and Edmond did ad- 
here to the Earl of Tyrone* and other rebels ; 
and died an adual rebel againft the crown. 
This Inquifition was found with fome diflScul- 
ty, becaufe the jurors themfelves, all claim** 
ing and pretending to $>e freeholders of land 
within that county, were jealous, left their 
particular freeholds might be found efebeated 
ty this office j becaufe, in tine of rebellion, 

thefe 
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« thefe Lords. or Chieftains, by their Irifh cut- 
tings and exactions, took the profits of the 
whole country at their pleafure, and fo might 
be faid to be feized of all the country in De- 
mefne, when they were flain in rebellion: 
But fomc of the jury being learned in the law, 
informed the reft, that by the words, in Do- 
miniofuo ui de foedo &f jurt, not only lands 
in Demelhe, or poffeffion, but a, feniory or 
chiefry may be underftood, and thereupon 
they were content to put their feals to the 
Inquifition, which being drawn and engrafted 
in parchment, by one of the Commiffioners, 
was prefented unto them. By thefe two of- 
fices the greateft part of this -county, if not 
all, is veiled in poffeffion of the crown ; but 
becaufe my Lord-Deputy conceived his Ma- 
jefty's pleafure to be, that the natives of 
the country^, to whom his Highnefs had 
granted his general pardon, fhali be re-efta- 
blifhdd in their poffeffion*, which they peace- 
ably held, before the late war (albeit I do 
not underftand that his Lordfhip hath any 
particular direction touching the difpofition 
"bf this country pf Breny O'Relie); his Lord- 
Clip therefore thought fit to look back to the 
.time before the rebellion; and to inform 
himfelf how eveiy man's poffeffion flood at 
that time, and thereupon commanded of us 
to take the like pains as were taken in Fer- 
managh! 
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« managh, and in the like order and method 
to diftinguifli the poffeflbrs and pofleffions of 
this country, which was the more eafily per- 
formed, becaufe in t^e Irifh countries, where 
the cuftom of tanniftry is not extinguifhed, 
the tenures are every where alike. There 
is firft a general chieftain of every country, 
or territory, which hath fome demefnes, and 
many houfehold provifions yielded unto him 
by all the inhabitants j under him every fept 
or furname hath a particular chieftain or tan- 
nic, which has likewife his peculiar demefnes 
and duties, and their pofleffions go by : fuc- 
ceflion or ele&ion entirely, without any <H- 
vifion: but all the other lands, hoktehby 
the inferior inhabitants/ are partable in courfe 
of Gavelkind, wherein there is no difference 
made between legitimate fons and baftards; 
and therefore both thefe cuftoms, both df 
Tanniftry and Gavelkind, in this kingdom, 
are lately, by the opinion of all the Judges 
here, adjudged to be utterly void in law;* 

and 

* In Hilary Term, 3 of James I. See Sir J. Davies's 
Reports, p. 40. The Irifli Gavelkind, which was ex- 
tremely different from the fame cuftom in Kent, was de- 
clared by all the Judges to be void in law ; not only for 
its inconvenience and unreafonablenefs, but becaufe it was a 
mere perfooal cuftom, which tended to alter the defcent 
of inheritances, contrary to the courfe of the common law, 
which King James had, with a wife policy, extended over; 
ajl the Iriih cpuntries. 
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" and at they are void, fo (hall they be fhordy 
avoided and extinguifhed, either by fiirrender 
or refumption of all the lands, which are (b 
holdcn. 

My Lord-Deputy having received the like 
Jbrvey of the lands, and the like diftinftion or 
lift of the freeholders in this country, as was 
prefented to his Lordfliip in M*Guyre's* coun- 
try, deferred the difpofition and fettling thereof 
until his return to Dublin, having a purpofe in 
Michaelmas term to make a perfcft eftablifh- 
snent of thefe three counties. 

-The ftate of the lay poffeffions being difco* 
v$red, we did not omit to enquire of the num- 
ber and value of the parfonages and vicarages, 
of the reparation of the churches, and of the 
quality of their incumbents } by which inquifi- 
tion we found, that the greatefi number of the 
parfonages are appropriate unto two great ab- 
beys lying within the Engltfh pale, viz. the ab- 
bey of Fower in Weftmeath, granted to the 
Baron of Delvyn, and the abbey of Kells, 
whereof one Gerarde Flemynge is farmer* 
To the firft of thefe fourteen parfonages with- 
in this county are appropriate, and to the 
other eight, befides there are two or three 
more belonging in like manner to the abbey 
of Cavan,in thiscounty, being now in poffeffion 
of Sir James Dillon. As for the vicarages, 

tfcy 

* Fermanagh. 
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« c thcy^rc fo poorly endowed, a3 ten f of them 
being united wilTicarce fuffice to .maiauia 
an hpnjeft nynifter. For the ebwehes, they arc 
for the mod part in ruins j fuch as were pre- 
jfepted to be in. reparation, are cpverpd only 
w,itfr thatch, But the incumbents, .bath par* 
ipps and vjicars. did appear to be fuch poor, 
rpgged, ignorant creatures (for we faw many 
qf jfyeju mi the camp) as we pqjiW i*qt efteem 
any of {hem worthy pf the meaneft of thofe 
livings, albeit many ojf jthem are not 'worth 
above 40?, per juanum. : This country doth lie 
within the diocefe of of Kilmore, whofe biflxop 
(Robert Draper) was and is parfon of Tiym. 
in Mcath, which is the beft parfonagp in ail 
the Iringdom; and is a man of this country 
birth, wo^rth well nigh 4pol. a-y^ar : fee, doth 
live now in thefc parts, where he hath two bi- 
shoprics y but there is no divine fervice or fctv 
mon to be heard within either of his diocefesu 
His Lordfhip might have faved us this labour 
of enquiry, touching matters ecdefiaftical, if 
he had been as careful to fee the churches re* 
paired and fupplied with good incumbents, a* 
he is diligent in vifiting his barbarous clergy. 
tQjqftke benefit out of their unfufficiency, ac- 
cording to the proverb, which is common in 
the mouth of one of our great bifcqps here ; 
that an Irijh Priejjt is betted than a milcb tow* 

Uftly, 
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" Laftly, our gaol-delivery was greater in this 
county, and the civil caufes were more in num- 
ber, and of better confideration and value, 
than thofe that did arife in the other two 
ihires, which we had paft before ; yet we finish- 
ed all our bufinefs here within five or fix days, 
and after returned to Dublin about the aid of 
Auguft. This report of our^fervice in the 
county of Cavan, I have contracted and deli- 
vered fummarily, as well for that I doubt I 
have been too large in the preceding difcourfe, 
as alfo, becaufe we held an uniform proceed- 
ing, and did, in a manner, the lame things, 
which we had performed in the other places of 
feffions." 

As Sir John Davies's Letter to the Earl of 
SaHJbury particularly relates to this tounty> / 
jball alfo take leavs to fubjoin it* 
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PROM 

SIR JOHN DA VIES. 



My moft honourable good Lord. 

THOUGH I perform this duty, of adver* 
tiling your Lordfhip how we proceed in the 
plantation of Ulfter, very late; yet I cannot 
accufe myfclf either of floth, ox forgetfulnefs, 
in that behalf; but my true excufe is the How 
difpatch of SJr Oliver Lambert from hence, 
into whofe hands I thought to have given 
thefe. letters more than a month fince. 

In the perambulation, which we made this 
fummer. over the efcheated counties in Ulfter, 
we performed four principal points of our 
connniffion. 

i. Firft, the land affigned to the natives, 
we diftributed among the natives, in different 
quantities and portions, according to their dif- 
ferent qualities and deferts. 

2. Next, 
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a. Next, we made the like diftribution of 
the lands allotted to thtf fervitort. 

3. Thirdly, we publifhed by proclamation 
in each county, what lands were granted to 
Britiih undertakers, and what to fervitors, 
and what to natives : to the end that the na- 
tives fliould remove from the precinfts allotted 
to the Britons, whereupon a clear plantation is 
to be made of Engtiih- atid~£fcottifttj without 
Irifh, and to fettfe upon the lands affigned to 
natives and fervitors, where there (hall be 
mixed plantation of Englifh and Irifli together. 

4. Laftly, to the Britifli undertakers, who 
are for the mod part comi over, we gave feizen 
asd pofefliott of their feveral portion*; and 
afligned 1 them timber for their feverai buil& 

Wkbfegawac the Cavan, where (as it ftOtertf 
otfcatf aH matters of importance) we foiitid the 
fifft;accefi and entry into the btfihefi the mofc 
difficult. Of oui? proceeding bene, my repdrt 
to your Lordfhip (halt be the larger, becaufc 
the beft predict iff this county fell to your 
Lordffii^s lot to be difpoftd ; and the under- 
takers thereof do ftill expttft to be by your 
Lordihip countenanced and prote&ed* Th& 
inhabitants of thk country' dtf border : upon 
the Engltfh pale; where thejr have ntafry ae» 
quaintances and alliances j by nteans wbet«nf 
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they have feafeeti to talk of a freehold, and of 
eftates of inheritance, which the poor natives 
of Fermanagh and Tyrconnel could not fpeak ' 
of; although thefe men had no other, nor bet- 
ted eftate than they ; that is, only a fcambling 
and tranfitory poffeflion, at the pleafure of the 
chief of every fept. 

When the proclamation was publilhed touch- 
ing their removal (which was done in the pub- 
lic feflion-houfe, the Lord Deputy and Com- 
miffioners being prefent,) a lawyer of the pale* 
retained by them, did endeavour to maintain, 
that? they had eftates of inheritance in their 
poffeffions, which their chief lords could not 
forfeit; and therefore, in their name, defired 
two things: firft, that they might be admitted 
to traverfe the offices which had been found of ' 
thofe lands; fecondly, that they might have, 
the benefit of a proclamation made about five 
years fince, whereby the perfons, lands, and 
goods, of all his Majefty's fubjecb, were takea 
into his royal prote&ion. 

To this the King's attorney, being command- 
ed l>y the Lord Deputy, made anfwer : That s 
he was glad this occafion was offered, of de* 
daring and letting forth his Majefty'sjuft title, 
as well for his Majefty's honour (who, being 
the moft juft Prince living, would not difpoflefe 
the meaneft of his fubjecls wrongfully, to gain 
many fuch kingdoms,) as for the fatisfaftion 

of 
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of the natives thcmfelves, and of all the 
world ; for his Majefty's right, it {hall ap- 
pear, faid he, that his Majefty may and 
ought to difpofe of thefe lands, in fuch man- 
ner as he hath done, and is about to do, in 
law, in confeience, and in honour. 

In law ; whether the cafe be to be ruled by 
our law, of England, which is in force ; or 
by their own Brehon law, which is abolilhed 
and adjudged no law, but a lewd cuftom. 

It is our rule in our law, that the King is 
Lord Paramount of all the land in the king- 
dom ; and that all his fubje&s hold their pof- 
feffions of him,' mediate or immediate. v 

It is another rule of our law, that where 
the tenant's eftate doth fail and determine, 
the lord of whom the land is holden may 
enter) and difpofe thereof at his pleafure. 

Then thofe lands in the county of Cavan, 
which was O'Relie's country, are all holden 
of the King ; and becaufe the captainfhip or 
chiefry of O'Relie is aboliffied by aft of par- 
liament, by flat. 2d of Elizabeth ; and alfo 
becaufe two of the chief lords ele&ed by the 
country have been lately (lain in rebellion 
(which is an attainder in law), thefe lands 
are holden immediately of his Majefty. 

If theYi the King's Majefty be immediate 
chief lord of thefe lands, let us fee what ef- 

tates 
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tates the tenants or poffeffors have, by the rules 
of the common law of England. 

Either they have an eftate of inheritance, or 
a leffer eftate; a leffer eftate they do not claim; 
pr if they did, they ought to fliew the creation 
thereof, which they cannot do. 

If they have an eftate of inheritance, their 
lands ought to defcend to a certain heir; but 
neither thejr chiefries, nor their tenancies, did r 
ever defcend to a certain heir j therefore they 
have no eftate of inheritance. 

Their, chiefries were ever carried, in a courfe 
of tanniftry, to the eldeft and ftrongeft of the 
fept, who held the fame during life, if he were 
not ejedted by a ftronger. 

This eftate of the chieftain or tannift hath 
been lately adjudged no eftate in law, but only 
a tranfitory and fcambling poffeffion. 

Their inferior tenancies did run in another 
cbtirfe, like the old gavelkind in Wales, where 
the baftards had their portion, as well as the le- 
gitimate ; which portion they held not in per- 
petuity, but the chief of the fept did once in 
two or three years fliuffle &nd change their pot 
feffions by new partitions and divifions ; which 
made their eftates fo uncertain, as that, by opi- 
nion of all the judges in this kingdom, this 
pretended cuftom of gavelkind is adjudged 
and declared void in law. 

c % And 
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And as thcfe men had no certain eftates of 
inheritance, fo did they never till now claim 
apy fuch eftate, nor conceive that their lawful 
heirs fhould inherit the land which they pof- 
fejTed ; which is mapifeft by two arguments : 
i. They never efieemed lawful matrimony, to 
the end that they might have lawful heirs ; 
a. They never did build any houfes, nor plant 
orchards, or gardens, nor take any care of their 
pofterities. If thefe men had no eftates in law, 
either in their mean chiefries, or in their infe- 
rior tenancies, it followeth, that if his Majefty, 
who is the undoubted lord paramount, do 
feize and difpofe thefe lands, they can make 
no title againft his Majefty or his patentees, 
and confequently cannot be admitted to tra- 
verfe any office of thofe lands; for, without 
dewing a title, no man can be admitted to tra- 
verfe an office. 

Then have they no eftates by the rules of 
the common law ; for the Brehon law, if it 
were a law in force, and not an unreafonable 
cuftom, is abolifhed ; yet even by that Irilh 
cuftom, his Majefty, having the fupreme cbief- 
rie, may difpofe the profits of all the lands at 
his pleafure, and confequently the land itfelf ; 
for the land and the profit of the land, are all 
one ; for he that was O'Relie, or chieftain of 
the country, had power to cut upon all the 
inhabitants, high, or low, as pleafed him ; 
which argues they held their lands of the chief 

lord 
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lord In Villainage, and therefore they are pro- 
perly called natives ; for nativus, in our old re- 
gifter of writs, doth fignify a villein; and the 
writ to recover a villein is entitled De nativo 
habende\ and in that aftion the plaintiff doth 
declare that he and his anceftors, time out of 
mind, were woiit tdllier haut £sf bas upon the 
villein, and his' anceftbrs; and thence comes 
the phrafe of cutting, ufed among the Irifh at 
this day. 

Thus then it appears, that as well by the 
Irifh cuftom, as the law of England, his Majet 
ty may, at his pleafure, feize thefe lands/ and 
difpofe thereof* The 6nly fcruple which re- 
mains confifts in this point : — Whether the 
King may, in confcience, or honour, remove 
the ancient tenants, and bring in ftrangers 
among them. 

Truly his Majefty may not only take this 
courfe lawfully but is bound in confcience fb 
to do. , 

For being the undoubted rightful Kin<g of 
this realm $ fo as the people and land are com- 
mitted by the Divine Majefty to his charge 
and government, his Majefty is bound in con- 
fcience to ufe all lawful and juft courfes to re- 
duce his people from barbarifm to civility : the* 
negledl whereof, heretofore, hath been laid as 
an imputation upon the crown of England. 
Now civility cannot poffibly be planted among 
them, but by this mixt plantation of civil men, 
c 2 which 
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which Iikewife could not be without removal 
and tranfplantation of fome of the natives, and 
fettling of their poffeffions in a courfe of com* 
mon law; for' if themfclves were fuffered to 
poflefs the whole country, as their fepts have 
done for many 1 hundred of years paft, they 
would never (to the end of the world ) build 
houfes, make townfbips, or villages, or ma- 
manure, or improve the land as it ought to 
be ; therefore it ftands neither with chriftian 
policy nor confeience, to fuffer fo good and 
fruitful a country to lie wafte like a wilder- 
nefs, jvhen his Majefty may lawfully difpofe it 
to fuch perfons as will make a civil plantation 
thereupon. 

Again, his Majefty make take this courfe in 
confeience, becaufe it tendeth to the good of 
the inhabitants many ways; for half their land 
doth now lie wafte, by reafon whereof that 
which is habited is not improved to half the 
value ; but when the undertakers are planted 
among them (there being place and fcope 
enough both for them, and for the natives,) 
and that all the land fhall be fully flocked and 
manured, 500^ acres will be of better value 
than 5000 are now. Befides, where before 
their eftates were altogether uncertain and 
tranfitory, fo as their heirs did never inherit, 
they fhall now have certain eftates of inherit- 
ance, the portion alloted unto them, which 

they 
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they, and their children after them, fliall enjoy 
with fecurity. 

Again, his Majefty ? s confcienc£ may be fa* 
tisfied, in that his Majefty feeks not his own 
profit, but doth fuffer lofsby this plantation, 
as well in expence of his treafure as in the di- 
minution of his revenue : for the entertain- 
ment of commiflioners here and in England, 
and the extraordinary charge of the army for 
the guard of the Lord-Deputy and council, 
in feveral journies made into. Ulfter about 
this bufinefs only, hath drawn no ftnall fum of 
money out of his Majefty's coffers, within thefe 
three years ; and whereas Tyrone did the laft 
year yield unto his Majefty ctooo/. for four 
years to come, it will yield nothing ; and af- 
terwards the fee-farm of the undertakers will 
not amount to 600/. per annum. 

Again, when a project was made for the di* 
vifion of that country about 20 years fince, 
Sir Jofin O'Relie being then chief lord and 
captain, they all agreed (before divers commif- 
fioners fent from the ftate to fettle that coun- 
try) that Sir John O'Relie fliould have two 
entire baronies iq demefne, and 10/. out of 
every poll in the other five baronies ; which is 
much more than his Majefty, who hath title 
to all the land in demefne, as well a$ to the 
thiefry, hath now given to undertakers, or re* 
fervedtohiinfelf. 
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Laftly, this tranfplantation of the natives 
is made by his Majefty rather like a father 
than like a lord or monarch. The Romans 
tranfplanted whole nations out of Germany 
into France; the Spaniards lately removed 
all the Moors out of Grenada into $arbary, 
without providing them any new feats there ; 
when the Engltfh Pale was firft planted, all 
the natives were clearly expelled, fo as not 
one Iri(h family had fo much as an acre of 
freehold in all the five counties of the Pale : 
and now, within thefe four years paft, the 
Greames were removed from the borders of 
Scotland to this kingdom, and had not one 
foot of land allotted unto them here: but 
but thefe natives of Cavan having competent 
portions of land affigned unto them, many 
of them in -the fame barony where they dwelt 
before,* and fuch as are removed are planted 
in the fame county, fo as his Majefty doth in 
this imitate the fldlful hufbandtnan, who doth 
remove his fruit trees, not with a purpofe 
to extirpate and deftroy them, but that they 
may bring better and fweeter fruit after the 
tranfplantation. 

Thefe and other arguments were ufed by 
the attorney to prove that his Majefty might 
juftly difpofe of thofe lands both in law, in 
conference, and in honour; wherewith the 
natives feemed not unfausfied ip reafon, though 

they 
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they remained in their paffions difcontented, 
being much grieved to leave their poffeflions 
to ftrangers, which they had fo long after 
their manner enjoyed; howbeit my Lord- 
Deputy did fo jnix threats with entreaty, pre- 
cibufque minas regaliter addit, as they promifed 
to give way to the undertakers, if the Sheriff 
by warrant of the Commiffioners did put them 
in pofleffion: which they have performed 
like obedient and loyal fubjeds. Howbeit 
we do yet doubt that fome of them % will ap- 
peal into England, and therefore i have pre- 
fumed to trouble your Lordfhip with this rude 
difcourfe at large, that your Lordfhip may v 
underftand upon what grounds we have pro- 
ceeded, efpecially in that county where your 
Lordfliip's precinft doth lie. 

The eyes of all the natives in Ulfter .were 
turned upon this county: therefore when 
they faw the difficulty of the bufinefs over- 
come hejre, their minds were the better pre- 
pared to fubmit themfelves to the cofcrfe pre- 
fcribed by his Majefty for . the plantation ; 
and the fervice was afterwards performed in 
the reft of the counties with lefs contradic- 
tions. The Britilh undertakers are preparing 
their materials for the ere&ion of their build- 
ings the next fpring : the fervitors and natives 
are taking out their letters patent with as 
much expedition as is poffible. The agents* 
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for London have made better preparation for 
the ere&ion of their new city at Colrane than 
expe&ed ; for we found there fuch ftore of 
timber and other materials brought in pla- 
ces, and fuch a number of workmen fo bufy, 
in feveral places, about their feveral talks, 
as methought I few Dido's colony ere&ing 
of Carthage, in Virgil. 
Inftant ardentes Tyrii : pars ducere muros, 
Molirique arcem, &manibusfubvolverc faxa: 
Pars optare locum tefto, & concludere fulco. 

Fertret opus, &c 

Thus, craving pardon and prefenting my 
humble fervice to your LordQup, I leave the 
fame to the divine prefervation, and conti- 
nue your Lordfhip's in all, humble duties, 

JO. DAVIES. 

Dublin, 8th Nov, 
1610* 

POSTSCRIPT. 

• This worthy fervitor, Sir Oliver Lambert, 
is like to prove a good planter in the county 
of Cavan ; whereof he hath made better proof 
than any man of our nation, having, at his 
own charge, voluntarily made a Angular good 
plantation in the wild and moft dangerous 
places in Leinfter, more for the common- 
wealth than his own profit. 

As to the antiquities of this County they princi- 
pally confiji of Danifh forts infome, of which have 

been 
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been found treafure, andfome old and curious re- 
licks ; and as infeveral places are to be feen cairns 
or heaps offtones^ it may not be unacceptable to 
give General Vallancey*s opinion of thefe ancient 
monuments , and (ts I promifed fome of my friends 
this explanation, I very willingly perform the en- ' 
gagement, asfupported byfo able an antiquarian. 

Cairn or a heap of ftones, fays the General, 
are large mounds of ftones found in different 
parts of Ireland, and indeed in mod countries 
of Europe. They were the fepukhres of the 
ancient Celtic heroes, , efpecially of celebrated 
commanders of armies, and founders of co- 
lonies. On thefe mounds facrifices were of- 
fered in honour of the Earth, or univerfal 
nature, on the eve of the firft of November, 
from whence they were denominated Tlacbgo, 
or temples of Veda by the Irifh, but Andate 
by the ancient Britons. Spoils and prifoners 
taken in war were alfo frequently facrfiiced 
on them, in order to appeafe the manes 
of the departed worthies, after the manner 
of the ancient Mexicans, Here was exercifed 
a fpecies of divination denominated the 0b 9 
in order to confult the fpirit of ancient times, 
relative to future events. As repofitories of 
the dead, they were frequently called Mogh- 
ad-air, or Mogh-air-cair-nagh, that is tern- 
pies, fanftuaries, or cairns of Mogh or So- 
dom, the genius who prefided over human 
affairs, and the manes of the dead; whence 

the 
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the Romans called them temples of Mercury, 
and fanciuaries of Saturn, on which fires were 
occafionally lighted in honour of the Sun and 
Earth. According to the Irifli antiquaries, 
thefe Cairns were the moft ancient fepulchres 
of the old. Irifli, the principal perfon was in- 
terred, or his Urn placed in a cave or dome 
in the centre of the mound, and in the early 
ages was accompanied by his wife and near- 
eft friends, who were inclofed alive with him 
in the tomb ; for which reafon we frequently 
find in opening thefe tumuli, human boner 
uncovered on the floor of the Vault, whilft 
the urn containing the affies of the hero lies 
interred under the tabernacle. This barba. 
rous cuftom, however, was at length aboJifli- 
ed, and the friends, relations, and defen- 
dants of the deceafed chief were interred un- 
der the upright ftones, encircling the bafe 
of the monument. A number of thefe Tu- 
muli are ftill remaining in Ireland, particular- 
ly Cairn-Nergus at New Grange, in the county 
of Eaft Meath ; Cairn-Ban near Newry ; Cairn- 
Dire near Kildare; Cairn-Cluin, and a fine 
one on the banks of the Liflfey about 10 mile* 
from Dublin. 

The ancient religious buildings ofCavanwere, 

The Friery of Cavan. 
Gelafius Rufus O'Rely, founded a Convent 
of Minorits there, in the year 1300b This 

place 
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place John Clyn calls Brefinia, it was given to 
the Minorits of the obfervance in the year 1 502. 

Priory of S. Mary of Drumlahan^ or Domltch. 

Of the order of Auguftin Canons, it was 
founded, or at leaft rebuilt by S. Edan, com- 
monly called Maidoc, Archbiftiop of Ferns, 
about the end of the fixth century. It was 
at laft fubjefted to S, Mary, Abbey of Kenlis, 
in Meath. 

The derivation of the name of this priory 
fhould be explained ; Domleck, or Drorqlahan, 
that is, the houfe of ftone, is faid in the Col- 
lectanea to have been a general name amongft 
the old chriftfan Irifh for their churches, 
when conftru&ed of lime and ftone, to diftin- 
guifh them from thofe of timber and wattles, 
cfpecially thofe with ftone roofs ; for the an- 
cient churches of Ireland, particularly thofe 
ere&ed from the beginning of the eighth to 
the clofc of the eleventh century, are in a 
different ftile of architecture from any at this 
day to be found either in Britain or the 
weftern parts of Europe ; and* are evidently 
built in imitation of the original chriftian 
churches, in the fouthern countries, taken' 
from the ancient heatheii temples of the 
Greeks and Romans; and probably were in- 
troduced into this ifland by the Greek and 
Roman clergy who retired from their native 
countries on the arrival of the Goths and 

Vandals 
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Vandals into the Roman empire. Tbefe 
churches now remaining in Ireland, fuch as 
Cormac's chapel, the churches of Glandalogh, 
St. Dulach's church, and the monaftery of 
. Monainfheigh, are all remarkably fmall, fel* 
dom exceeding forty feet in length, and twen- 
ty in breadth, being covered with circular 
(lone arches, under flone pediment roofs, of 
the true Gothic pitch, and the walls frequent- 
ly ornamented with columns and pilafters, in 
rude imitation of the Corinthian and Doric 
orders. They are, however, in refpe£t to 
tafle, far fuperior to any erected during the 
beginning of the later ages, when the Gothic 
method of building was introduced from 
Britain. 

Trinity Abbey, in the I/land of Lough Oughter; 

Canons of the order of the Primon Stra- 
tenfes, foundec} in the year 1249, by Clanjs 
Mac-Mailin, fometime Archdeacon of Elphin, 
and endowed by Charles O'Rely. Either this 
or St. Mary, Abbey of Ballimore, is the fame 
with that which John Le Page calls Monafte- 
rium Ballimenualenfe, in the province of Ar- 
magh. 

Kilmore* 

Kilmore, or the great church, called in for? 
mcr ages Clunes or Cluain, that is, the fequefc 

tcred 
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tered place fnuate near Lough -Ern. Here a 
church and bifhoprick were founded in the 
fixth century, by Fedlimid, which was after- 
wards removed to an obfeure village called 
Triburna, where it continued until the year 
1454, when Andrew Mac Brady, Bifhop of 
Triburna, ere&ed a church on the fite of that 
founded by St. Fedliipid, to whofe memory it 
was dedicated, and demominated KJl-more. 
At prefeni: there are neither. Cathedral, Chap- 
ter, nor Canons, belonging to this fee* the 
fmall parifh church of Kilmore, contiguous to 
the Epifcopal houfe* ferving for the purpofe of 
a cathedral. 

The Ancient divijion of Cavdn, and of the Ef cheated 
Lands, with Obfervations thereon. 

# It is dated, that when this county had the 
denomination of O'Relie's country, in feveral 
reigns previous to that of James the Firft, it 
was divided into fmall precin&s of land, called 
Polls, (a diftinftion peculiar to the lands of 
Cavan,) every poll contained twenty-four 
acres, whereof there were 1620, which made 
up 40,500 Engliflb acres, of profitable land, or 
of arable and pafture. Thefe polls after the 
divifion then ufed in Tyrone, and other es- 
cheated 

# Harris's Hibernica. 
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cheated counties, contained thirty- two propor- 
tions ; viz. of the leaft twenty, of the middle 
feven, and of the greateft five, and each of 
thefe proportions was a parilh, with glebes and 
tithes to the incumbent. 

In the projed for the divifion of the rf- 
cheated lands, which was publilhed by the 
King's proclamation, and generally adopted, 
four general points were obferved, which 
holds good in all the efcheated counties, viz. 

ift. That the proportion of land diftributed 
to undertakers was to be of three different 
quantities. The firft and leaft, confided of fo 
many parcels of land, as made up loooEng- 
Hfh acres or thereabouts. The fecond or mid- 
dle proportion, contained fo many parcels as 
made up 1500 Englifh acres or thereabouts. 
The third and greateft proportion, fo many 
parcels as made up 2000 Englifh acres or 
thereabouts. 

2d. That all the efcheated lands were to be 
divided into four parts, whereof two parts 
were to be divided into proportions, confiding 
of 1000 acres each, a third part into proporti- 
ons of 1500 acres, and a fourth part into pro- 
portions, of 2000 acres. 

3d. That every proportion was to be a pa- 
rifli, and that a pariCh church fhould be erect- 
ed thereon, and the incumbents be endowed 
with glebes of fevecal quantities : viz. An in- 
cumbent 
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cumbent of a parifh of iooo acres, to have 60 
acres ; an incumbent of a parifh of 1500 acres, 
to have 90 acres ; and an incumbent of a pa- 
rifli of 1000 acres, to have 1 20 acres, and that 
the whole tithes and duties of every parifli 
fhould be allotted to every incumbent, befides 
the glebes aforefaid. 

4th. That the 1 undertakers of thefe lands 
fhould be of feveral forts; ift. Englifti and 
Scottifli, who were to plant their proportions 
with EnglHh and Scottilh tenants. v 2d. Servi- 
tors then iq Ireland who were allowed to take 
Englifti or Irifh tenants at their' choice. 3d. 
Natives of th$ county, who were to be free- 
holders. - 

This pr6jecl which was generally adopted, 
will more readily explain the divifion of this 
county as follows : viz. 

For the Portion of the Church. * 

1 ft. The* termon lands were 140 polls, or 
3,560 acres, which the King referved for the 
Bilhop. ' 

2d. For the incumbents glebes were 100 
polls, or 2,500 acres. 

3d. The monaftery land contained 20 polls, 
or 500 acres. 

* , F° r 

* Thefe were church lands in the ancient divifion. 
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For the Undertakers. 

There remained to be diftributed to Under- 
takers 1,360 polls, or 34,000 acres, which be- 
ing divided as before, made twenty-fix propor- 
tions of all forts ; viz. Of the lead feventeen, of 
the middle five, and of the greateft four, which 
were to be divided amongft the undertakers 
in this manner. 

' To Englifli and Scottifh fix proportions, viz. 
Three of tfre lead, two of the middle, and one 
of the greateft. 

To fervitors fix " proportions, three of the 
leaft, two of the middle, and one of the greateft. 

To natives fourteen ; viz. Eleven of the 
leaft, one of the middle, and two of the 
greateft. 

There remained fixty polls or 1,500 acres, of 
which 30 polls, or 750 acres were to be al- 
lotted to three corporate towns or boroughs, 
which the King ordered fhould be endowed 
with reafonable liberties, and fhould fend bur- 
geffes to parliament, and fhould hold their 
lands as aforefaid : viz. Ten polls or 350 acres 
to the town of Cayan, fo much more to Bel- 
turbet, and fo much more to a third town 
which was to be ere&ed in or near piidway be- 
tween Kells and Cavan, the place or feat 
thereof to the chofen by the commifiloners 

who 
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who were appointed for the fettling of this 
plantation. Ten other polls, or 250 acres 
were to be laid to the cattle of Cavan; fix. 
other polls to the caftle of # Cloughoughter, 
and the other fourteen poles or 346 acres, 
to the maintenance of a free fchool, to be 
ere&ed in Cavan. 

The natives who were not freeholders, 
they were to be placed within the county, or 
removed by order of the commiflioners. 

Obfervaihns on this Projefl* 

The intended town between Cavan and 
Kells was not made a borough, but it doubt- 
lefs means Virginia, and Captain Culme who 
held the poffeffion of the grant by align- 
ment from Capt. Ridgeway, the original paten-* 
tee, (as in Pynnar's Survey of Ulfter made in 
1618,) h?d conditioned to build this town, for 
which he was allowed ten polls, or 250 acres, 
and which his defendants or affigns have 
fince enjoyed; at that time, but eight houfes 
were built, and were all of timber; but it 
does not appear that, it was ever made a bo- 
rough town. 

d A considerable 

* This muft be the caftle in the Ifland of Loughpughter, 
and Barony of Loughtee, afterwards called Biihop Bedel's 
Ifknd. 
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A wn&faiMc deviation from th* projt&, 
ajfo took pUce refptftwg titfca, glab«» and 
pnxifh chiwchcs, 

I cannot leajr* whether thf number of polls 
plotted for the free (bfool of Cavan, had a»y 
alteration. 

To every proportion a fuffictant quantity of 
bog and wood was allowed, as the country 
conveniently afforded ; and to the feveral un- 
dertakers both English* Scotttth, fervitor s, *»d 
natives, a fee farm grant was made of their 
eftates to them and their heirs. 

In the orders and conditions which were 
publifhed by the King, and which were rigid- 
ly enforced under penalties, the Englifh and 
Scottifh undertakers were to plant their pro* 
portions with EngKfh and Scottifh tenants 
only, were to yield to his Majefty for every 
proportion of a thoufand acres 5/. 6s. 8di Bfcg- 
Kflb, and fo ratably for greater proportions, 
which is after the rate of 6s. 8d. for every 60 
Engliih acres. 

Every undertaker of 2000 acres, held his 
lands by * Knights Service in Capite, and was 
bound to build a caftle frith a ftrong court, or 
bawne about it. An undertaker of 1,500 acres 
held his lands by f Knights Service of the cafije rf 

Dublin 

* A fpecies of tenure in the Feodal iyftam* ftmndod on 
chiralry. See Encyclopedia Brittanica, aittcto Ctifrajry, 
feodal Syftem, Knight. 1 

f Ditto. 
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Dublin, and was bound to build a ftone or brick 
houfe thereupon, with a ftrong court orbawne 
about it; and every undertaker of iooo 
acres, held his lands 1 Hy common foccage, and 
there was no wardfhip on the two firft dif- 
cents cf that land, he was bound to ered a 
ftrong court or bawne at leaft. They were all 
obliged to make their tenants build their 
houfes in the vicinity of their manfion, for 
general defence, and an inhibition was made 
to reftrain the falling or deftrudion of woods, 
out of which there was a fufficient quantity 
adjudged for the building of each plantation. 

The undertakers were, bound to have a fuffi- 
cient number of arms ready at all times, and 
a competent number of able men, they were 
obliged to take the oath of fupremacy, and to 
conform in religion according to the King's 
laws ; they could not demife or alien to any 
but thofe who conformed in thefe particulars, 
nor to the mere Iri£b on any account. They 
had power to erect manors, to hold Courts 
Baron twice every year, to create tenures, to 
hold of themfelves upon alienation of any part 
of the portions, fo as it did not exceed the moie- 
ty thereof ; they could not demife their lands 
at will only, but were bound to make certain 
eftates for years, for life, in taile, or in fee 
firople; and there was a particular provifoe 
da, againft 

* Ditto. 
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againft *euttings 9 cb/heries, exaftion$> or uncertain 
rents 9 according to the Irifh cuftom. 

In the articles concerning fervitors, who had 
power to inhabit their portions, with mere 
Irifh tenants, they were bound to yield to his 
Majefty yearly, £8. Englifh, for ever/ 1000 
Englifh acres, which is after the rate of 1 ox. 
for every fixty Englifh acres, which they inha- 
bited, with mere Irifh tenants, but they were 
only to pay 5/: 6s. id. for every proportion of 
1000 acres, which they inhabited with Englifh 
or Scottifh tenants, and they had all the fame 
privileges, and were covenanted to the feveral 
conditions, as the Britifh or Scottifh under- 
takers were. 

In the articles concerning the Irifh natives, 
who were admitted freeholders, they were 
bound to pay 131. 4 d. for every fixty Eng- 
lifh acres, and fo ratably in proportion ; they 
held their tenures as the other under* 
takers refpe&ively, according to their porti- 
ons, with a provifoe of the forfeiture of their 
eftates if they entered into rebellion; they 
were; conditioned to make certain eftates to 
their under-tenants at certain rents, to relin- 
quifh the old cuftoms of the country, and to 
ufe tillage and hufbandry, after the manner of 
the Englifh pale. 

All 

* See Sir John Davis's Hiftorical Tra<3s, or the Intro- 
duflion to the King's County Survey, by the Author. 
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All the undertakers were obliged to pay 
their tithes in kind, to the incumbents of 
their f<?veral pariflies. 

It may not be unacceptable to prefent a Lift of 
the original Patentees of Cavan, as repotted by 
Pynnar 9 in bis Survey ofUlfter, made anno doming 
1618 — 19. 

The Precinft of Clanchie allotted to Scottijh 
Undertakers. 

No. I. 3000 Acres. "1 He reports that Sir 
The Lord Aubignie James Hamilton, Knt. 



lyas the firft paten- 
tee. Denomination 

Kenetb. 



> then held thefe lands by 
the names of Keneth, 
2000 acres, and Cafhell, 
alias Caftle Aubignie, 
1000 acres. A caftle was built thereon of 
Kme and ftone, which was large and ftrong, 
with the King's arms, cut in freeftone over 
the gate. The caftle was five ftories^ high, 
with four round towers for flankers j the 
body of the caftle fifty feet long, twenty-eight 
broad ; alfo a bawne of lime and ftone, ftp feet 
fquare, with two flankers fifteen feet high. 
Thefe lands had forty-one families, which con* 
fiftecj pf eighty men at arms, of Britifh birth 
and defcent. The caftle flood on a meeting of 
five beaten ways, which commanded all that 
part of the country ; of thefe families, eight 
were freeholders, three leafe-holders for lives, 
five ditto for years, and twenty-five cottagers/ 

II. tooo. 
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II. iooo Acres. ^ Having a ftone houfe 
John Hamilton, Efq.M8 by 24 feet, and a 
Ktlclogban. t vaulted towers which 

" J flanked the houfe, with 
abawne of ftone 80 feet fquare and 13 feet 
high, with two round towers for flankers 1 2 
feet in diameter, and a village adjoined the 
bawne. Thefe lands had 40 armed men in 
15 families, of which were 2 freeholders, 
6 leflees for yeats, and 7 cottagers, each cot- 
tager then had a houfe, garden, and com- 
mons for 4 cows; there was alfo another 
bawne near the former one, 100 feet fquare, 
and 1 2 feet high made of clay and ftone. 

HI. 1000 Acres. <* Having a ftone houfe 

Wm. Hamilton, EfqV 3$ feet by 20, with a 

Drtmuck. \ bawne of lime and ftone 

' ■ ■■ J 80 feet fquare and 13 

high with two round towers for flankers, 2 
ftories high and vaulted, with a village contigu- 
ous to the bawne. Thefe lands had 30 artned 
men in 14 families, of which were 2 freehol- 
ders, 3 leflees for lives, 4 for years, and 6 
cottagers ; all Britifh. 

IV. 1060 Acres* -^ Having a vaulted caftle 

WHiaai Bealie, Efq. /3 fcet b Y « with * 
Tonregit. \ bawne of lime and ftone 

» — J 90 feet fquare, with two 

flankers, Tfhefe lagds had 28 armed men in 

10 families 
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id fa&ilifcs* df Which two were freeholders, 
4 taa&hoktefs fyc yeafs> and 4 cottagers for 
year*, all Brltift Inhabitants. , 

Tfo Precinfi ofCq/ttcrahin, allotted to Serbiiors 
and Natives. 

• V. 1600 Acres. 1 He reports that Sir 

Sir William Taaffe 
was the firft paten- 
tee* 

Mullogh. 



Thomas Aft, Knight, 
held thefe lands by the 
name of Mullogh and 
that there was ah old 
caftle newly repaired, 



but that all the Inhabitants were Irifh. 



VI. 1000 Acres. T Sir Thos. Afh, Knight, 



JSir Edmopd Pbitti- 
hce w&s the firft 
patentee, 
Carvyn. 



alio held this proporti- 
on on which was built 
a good bawne, of lime 
and (tone, 7ofcetfquare, 
) 12 feet high, with two 

flankers, but that all the land Was inhabited 

with Irifh. 



VH. 500 Acres. 
lieutenant Garth 
was the firft paten- 
tee, 

Murmode. 



'Upon this proportion 
Was a bawne of fods, 
and all the Inhabitants 
were Irifh. Sir Tho- 
mas Afh, Knt. was in 
poffcfSon. 

VIII iooo 
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VHI. iooo Acres. 
Capt. Ridgeway was 



Captain Culme then 
held thefe lands, and a 



the firft patentee, '^houfe 14 fot high, on 
Logh-Rammor 9 alias the 
manor of Chichejler. 



which was a bawne of 
lime and ftone 180 feet 
fquare. This bawne 
flood on a paflage and was able to do good 
fervice, Captain Culme had conditioned to 
build a town called Virginia, for which he 
was allowed 250 acres: at that time, eight tim- 
ber houfes were built with Engllfh tenants, 
and there was a minifter who kept a good 
fchool. 



IX. 400 Acres 

Sir John Elliot, Knt 
Muckon. 



1 



habitants were Irifli. 



On thefe lands was a 
bawne of lime and ftone 
60 feet fquare, and a 
fmall houfe j all the In- 



X. 900 Acres* 

Shane M'Philip 
O'Relie. 

Denomination not men- 
tioned. 



On thefe lands was a 
bawne of fods and, an 
Irifli houfe. 



{►DA 

I" 
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The Precinfl of Tullaghgarvy alloted to Servitors, 

XI. 1500 Acres. ~\ . He reports that this 
Capfain Hugh Culme I was a P la ce of great 

and Archibald Jftrength, having a 

Moore, Efq. jbawnc and tower thp- 

*tullavin. | roughly finifhed, Mr. 

■ ■ : 1 — J Moore and four Eng- 

lifh families dwelt there, the reft were lriflu 

XII. 750 Acres. ") On thefe lands wias a 
Sir Thomas Afti, and I bawne of clay and 

JohnAfh. • ^ftone, and another of 

Drum/heel. | tod* 120 feet fquare, 

1 ■ J and all the Inhabitants 



were Irifli. 

XIII. 1060 Acres. 
Mulmorie M'Philip 
O'Reyley. 
Ittery-Outra. 



On thefe lands was d. 
very ftrong bawne of 
.fods with four flankers 
and a deep moate, and 
a good Irifh houfe with- 
in it. The proprietor had made no eftates, 

XIV. 1000 Acres. -* On thefe lands was a 

Captain Reley. /bawn of fods and a 

Lifcannor. X hou fe W* . **• The P r <>- 

■ ■ Jprietor had made no 

eftates but from year to year, and all his ten- 
ants 

* William Moore, Efq. now enjoys this eflate and reGde* 
thereon, it has never been alienated from his family fince the] 
original grant. 
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ants ploughed by yoking their horfes from the 
tail. 



XV. 3000 Acres. 
Mulmorie Oge 
. O'Relie. 
Denomination not men- 
tioned. 



} On thefe lands was a 
bawnc of fods and with- 
in it an old caftle which 
was then built up, in 
which the proprietor 
dwelt. He made no 



eftates and they all ploughed by the tail 



XVI. 2000 Acres. 

Captain Richard and 
his brother William 
Tyrrell. 
hterery. 

* ' . 

tors made no eftates. 



On thefe lands was 
built a ftrong bawne 
of lime and ftone 80 
feet fquare, and \z 
feet high, with four 
flankers* The propric- 



XVII. 3000 Acres. ^ On thefe lands was. a 
Maurice Mac-Telligh. / bawne of fods, and a 
Lifcurcron. X good Irifli houfe. 



Tbe freeing ef Logbtec, allotted to Englijh Un+ 
d<r takers. 

XVIII. 1 500 Acres. «* He reports that on 

John Taylor, Efq. I this proportion was a 

Agbieduff. f caftle and bawne tho- 

« h.ijim m. » h 1 1 m m i j J roughly fiiuihed, and 

the 
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the proprietor dwelling therein. On thefe lands 
were 54 armed men in 24 families, of which 
7 were freeholders, 7 leffees for years, and 
10 cottagers in fee, who held from 60 to 30 
acres each. A village of 14 houfes adjoin- 
ed, in which was a water mill, the Inhabi- 
tants Britifh, 

XIX. flooo Acres. 1 On this proportion 

Thofe. Waldron, Efq. ! was a bawne of fods 

Jhmbim and BrmeU\*°° feet f q u are, with 

1 i an% I four flankers and a cat 

■ . ■ 1 1 — — — ^ — J tie of lime and ftone 

within it; a town of 31 lioufes adjoined, 
having a wind mill, all the inhabitants were 
Englifh : this was a great thorough fare and 
common paffage into the country, and had 
80 armed men in 5$ families, of which 5 
were freeholders, 17 leffees for years, and 
31 cottagers, each having a houfe, 2 acre* 
<>f land, and commonage for 12 cows. 

XX. 2000 Acres* «% On this proportion 

John Fife, Efq. (there was a ftrong 

I)rwanj. I bawpe and caftle, alfa 

• J 2 villages, each having 



l o houfes of ftone and lime, with 60 armed men, 
in 22 families, having 4 freeholders, 4 leffees. 
for 3 lives, 14 for years, and 14 cottagers* 
each had a houfe, garden, and a common^ 
age right for 4 cows, (ph^bitants Britifli. 

XXL 150a 
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XXI. 1 500 Acres. 
SirHughWirral,Knt. 
Monaghan. 



Thefe lands were then 
tenanted by a Mr. Ad- 
wick, and on which 
was a houfe of lime and 



ftone, 2 ftories high, which was purchafed by 
Mr. Adwick. Thefe lands had 8 families with 
8 cottagers able to make 26 armed men, and 
on which were 3 Freeholders, and five leffees. 
Inhabitants Britifh. 



XXII. 2000 Acr$s. 

Sir Stephen Butler, 

Knight, 

Clonofe. 



On thefe lands was 
a caftle and bawne of 
►great ftrength, 2 corp 
mills, and one fulling 
mill, and arms within 
the caftle for 200 men; 41 Britifh families 
befides under-tenants, and 139 armed men, 
of which 15 were freeholders, 11 leffees for 
3 lives, and 1 5 leffees for years j the Inhabi- 
tants all Englifti. 

XXIII. 384 Acres. 
Sir Stephen Butler, 
Knight. ' 
BelturbeU 



Sir Stephen Butler 
was to plant a town 
atBelturbet, for which 
was an allowance of 
384 acres*, he was 
aifo to build a church; here were houfes built 
of cage work, and all inhabited by Englifh 
tradefmen, who had each a houfe, garden, four 
acres of land, and commons for a certain 
number of cows and garrons. 



XXIV. 2000 



* This differs fr6m his account, page xx^ii. 
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'XXIV. 2000 Acres. 



Reynald Home was 



Lifreagb. 



On thefe lands, then 
enjoyed by^Sir George 



the firft patentee. fManneringewasfcbawne 



of lime and ftone, 44 
feet long and 1 2 high, 
with two flankers, alfo . a brick houfe of fame 
length, 20 feet high, and a village of feven 
houfes, all the families Englifli. On the lands 
were 24 families and 48 armed men, of which 
were 3 freeholders, and 2 1 leffees for years ; 
all the Inhabitants were Englifli. , 



XXV. 1 500 Acres. 1 Thefe lands were then 
William Snow was I enjoyed by Peter 
the firft patentee/ \ Ameas, Efq., on which 

Tonagb. I was a g°°d bawne of 

■ -— - J lime and ftone, 75 

feet fquare, and 1 2 feet high, with 2 flank- 
ers, and a ftone houfe 60 feet long and 3 
ftories high, and a village of 7 houfes; 11 
families, 30 armed men, of which 4 were 
freeholders* and 7 leffees for years; all 
Britifh. 

The Precintt of Clonemahotvn, allotted to Servitors 
and Natives. 

XXVI. 2000 Acres. ^ He reports that on 
Lord Lambert. / thefe lan <k was a large 

Carig. fftrong bawne and a 

■ ■ J ftone houfe. 

XXV1L 1000 



*M 
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X-XVIL 1000 Acres. ") Lord Lambert vtto 
Captain Lyons and ^en in poffeflton, and 
jofepb Jones were .on thefe lands was 
the firft patentees. ^ built a bawne of lime 
TuUacullen. and ftone 200. feet 

■ J fqiiare* 14 high, with 

two flankers and a deep moate ; 4 Englifh fa- 
milies without the bawne held land on leaies 
of ai years. 



XX VHI. 1000 Acres. 1 

Lieutenants Atkinfon 
and Ruffell were the 
firft patentees. 
Denomination not 
mentioned. 



Archibald Moore, 
Efq. was then in pot* 
feffion of thofe lands, 
► on which was a ftrong 
bawne of fods with 
two flankers and an 
Irifh houfe. 



XXIX. 500 Acres, 
Captain Fleming* 
Denomination not 
mentioned. 



-\ On 
jhuilt 

!>and 

I 



thefe lands was 
a ftrong bawne 
a houfe, both of 
1 lime and ftone and very 
-- --* ftrong. 



NATfVES 
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XXX. aooo Acres. ") On thcfe lands was a 

Mulmory M'Hugh Urong houfe of Kme 

O'Reley. f and ftone 4° feet h Y 

Commet. I *°> 3 ftories in height, 

■ ■ — ■ j and about it a bawne 

of fods. This proprietor made no cftates. 

XXXL 300 Acres. -y On thefe lands was an 

Philip M'Tirlagh. /w^ houfe furrotmded 

Water agh. f by a bawne of fods. 



The Precinft of Tullaghconche. 



XXXII. aooo Acres: 
Sir Alexander Hamil- 
ton was the firft pa- 
tentee. 

Carotobber &Clonkine. 



He reports that Jane 
Hamilton wife to Claude 
Hamilton deceafed, was 
in poffeffion of thefe 
lands on , which was a 
ftrongcafUe and bawne of 
lime and ftone, thoroughly finifhed, having 
31 families with divers undertenants, able to 
mufter 52 armed men, of which 6 were free- 
holders, and 25 leflees ; Inhabitants Britifh. 

XXXI1L 1000 
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XXXIII. 1000 Acres."] The (aid Jane Hatnil* 
Sir Claude Hamilton ton was in poffeffionof 
was the firft paten- I thefe lands which flic 
tee. 'held- for her fon, a Mi- 

Chmny* nOT * and on thefe was 

■ — J a town of a a houfes, 

the cottagers had a houfe, garden, 4 acres 
of land, and a commonage for their cows. 



XXXIV. aooo Acres, 
Alexander and John 
Aghmootie were the 
firft patentees. 

Drumheda iff Kilagb. 



Sir James Carig, Knt. 
was in. poffeffion of 
this proportion i in 
which flood a bawne 
of lime and ftone 75 
J feet fquare, and 16 
feet high, with four round towers to flank 
the walls; and a ftrong and large caftle, the 
length of the bawne 20 feet broad, stnd 5 do- 
ries high, and a platform for _ two pieces of 
canon. On thefe lands were 33 families and 
1 00 armed men, 5 freeholders, 7 leflees and 
21 cottagers, each having a houfe, and com- 
monage for cows ; the Inhabitants all Britifh. 



Of this proportion 
Archibald Atchefon, 
Efq. was in poffeffion, 
I and had a bawne of 
-J ftone and clay 100 feet 
fquare, with four flankers, and 9 feet high, 

{landing 



XXXV. 1 000 Acres.' 

John Brown was the 
firft patentee. 

. Carrowdownan. 
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{landing on a Mountain. Families ft 1 1 and 28 
armed men, 2 freeholders, and 19 leffees for 
years ; Englitii and ScottUh Inhabitants. 



TbePrecinflofTulIagba. 

XXXVI. 1500 Aires. 1 He reports that upon 

Captain Culme and ^is proportion there 

Walter Talbot. f **» * ****£ bawnc ix>o 

BalleconnelL && f< l uarc and * * high, 

■ ■ J with two flanfcers, and 

within the bawne a ftrong caftle of lime and 
ft one, 3 (lories high, and that it ftood in a 
very good and convenient place for the de- 
fence of the country* 



XXXVII. 2000 Acres 
Sir Richard and Sir 
George Grimes. 



On this proportion was 
built a bawne of lime 
and ftonc 60 feet fquare, 

Denomination not j and 10 hi g h > and * 
mentioned. I fma11 houfe within "• 



J 



XXX VIII. 1000 Acres. Y This proportion was 

William Parfons,Efq.[ between divcrs mcn > 
Larg*. I for k was g^nted for 

■ ■ ■ ■ ■ « ^ concealments, and they 

were not bound to build at all. 



XX£IX. 1000 



t INTRODUCTION. 

XXXII. i ooo Acres. <* On this proportion war 

Magawran a native*. | built a ftrong and good 

Denomination not > houfe of lime and tone; 

mentioned. I with a d^ch around it. 

All thefe acres amount to 52,324 Englilh 
meafure, which were all the valuable lands 
in the county, at that time; neither bogs, 
woods, lakes, mountain, or unprofitable (copes 
were taken into account, the lands inhabited 
by Britife, 

The total tot of Britifh families at that pe- 
riod were as follow ; 

Freeholders, - 68 

Leffees for lives, - 20 

— — — for years, - 168 

Cottagers, - 130 

Familes, 386 
Body 's of armed men, 7 1 1 

, Of thefe Inhabitants 159 only had taken the 
oath of fupremacy. The lands inhabited by 
Britifli tenants were cultivated after the Eng- 
lish hufbandry. 

A lift of the prefent proprietors will be given 
in the 14th. ehapter. 
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COUNTr OF GAVAN. 



CHAPTER L._ 

«EOG*APHtCAt STATE AMD iftOBIfcH CIRCUMSTAWCIS. 
SECTION I. 

Situation and Extent* 

VjAVAN is an inland county of Ireland, in the pro- 
vince of Ulfter, fituate midway between the Atlantic 
ocean and the Irifli fea, the extremities of the county 
being but fourteen miles diftant from either of thefe 
waters, having Longford, Meath, and Weftmeath on the 
foutb, Fermanagh on the north, Leitrim on the weft, 
and Monaghan on die eaft. 

It is in form rather circular, if we except the barony 
of Tullagha, which ftretches in a narrow compafs, con- 
fiderajriy north and weft on Fermanagh and Leitrim, 
and is in the line of divifion between thofe two coun- 
ties. From the moft northern part of Cavan in Tul- 
lagha barony, and Eillinagh parifh, to Mullogh church, 
on the borders of Eaft Meath, near Monalty village by 

b a right 
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a right line, the diftance would not exceed forty miles, 
and from KingVCourt, at the extremity of the county, 
to the head 4f LbtogK Erie* at tfce jttint of junftion 
with Longford and Leitrim, about twenty-eight miles. 
It coiitains 470 fquare mUtt, te 120 miles in circumfer- 
ence, and has 301,000 plantation acres. 

From various c&lailatictos of the number of die inha- 
bitants, the mean appears to be about 90,000, each pa- 
tifh will average above 10,000 acres and 3000 fouls, 
and, allowing five to an houfe, leaves about 18,000 
houfes in the county. Th^ Average value of land will 
be found to be 15s. per acre, and has within the£ 
twenty years pall been raifed nearly dduble its former 
rate. 



Superficial Appropriation. 



Arable la$ds, 



A€tt& 

Pafture-and meadow, \ 267,500 

Rivers and lakes* - - 3>£0* 

Woods and plantations, - «. 3*000 

Roads, towns., and villages, - - 3,00$ 

Mountain, bog, and wafte, - -' 24,600 



Total acres, 301,000 



The face of 'the country is vfery it-regular, being «k 
tirely hill and dale, without any extent of level, ill 
foffte places rocky, ami, excepting tbe mountains, very 
little under aftual wafte* To the north and weft th« 

j&rolprft 
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preipeft is bleak, dreary, and much cxpofed; but ift 
the other parts it is npt only well flickered and woody, 
but the fcenery is highly pi&urefijue and engaging * r 
numerous lakes of great extent and beauty adorn the 
interior, and, generally fpeakrog, the features of the 
ccwatry are ftrikingly difpofed for ornamental improve* 
meats*, yet thofe natural advantages are but partiaUy 
embraced, though in no part of Ireland' can be fecn 
demefhes of more magnificence and beauty, than Cavaa 
can boaft of. If thofe charming feats are few, they 
are, indeSd, unrivalled in natural fituation, and in this 
age of improvement fhould encourage the too tardy 
Lords of her foil to feize thofe benefits, which nature 
has dealt our^with a laviih hand, ^nd change the face 
of thofe negle&ed wilds to profit, beauty, and civiliza- 
tion* The barriers of the county on the north and 
weft, are highly marked by Slieb-Ruffell and the 
mountains of Ballynageeragh; Bruce Hill is a flriking 
feature in the fouthern extremity, and the Leitrim 
mountains verge the weftern bounds. 

The beautiful iflands, formed by the chain of lakes, 
produce a variegated fcenery, and the lofty woods, 
which overhang the river Erne, flowing to the celebrated 
lake of the feme name, in the neighbouring county of 
Fermanagh, winds through fruitful banks, and appear) 
highly favourable to a navigation, which, it is prefumed, 
would be the moft certain means to enrich this county 
in her foil, by the eafy conveyance of lirae-ftone, of 
b 2 which 
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which there is (but in partial fpots) a great deficiency; 
and the fare and fteady fupport, which always accrues 
from fuch a work to the manufaftures of a country, 
which here deferve particular encouragement, from the 
fpirit in which they are purfued, and the abundance* of 
every material and natural advantage for carrying them 
to perfection, is no fecondary argument for its recom- 
mendation or adoption. 



Sect. 2. Climate. 

tn the great fcale of the county it muft be allowed 
but little ihelter is found, and being fo much expofed 
and high, and fo contiguous to the great waters, which 
furrbund this ifland, the climate of Cavan varies little 
throughout) it is naturally cold, chilly, and boifterous, 
but yet not unwholefofne; its elevated fituation pre- 
ferves it from thofe damps it might be fuppofed to pot 
fefs in the exhalations of its numerous lakes, which are 
greatly dilpelled by the bluftry gales, which fo confi- 
derably prevail. The variation of fowing and reaping 
fcarcely exceeds ten days in any part of the county; 
this variation is not to be fuppofed to proceed from 
any great contiguity to the north, but from a more 
elevated fituation. Inured to fo rough a ciime, the in- 
habitants are confequently hardy, the hufbandman is 
remarkable for good health and longevity, and where 

the 
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the weaver has a garden to relax from the fatigues of 
the 1001% he feldom encounters thofe confumptive ha- 
bits, which the people of the manufacturing towns who 
cannot enjoy fuch advantages, too often fink under. ' 
No where is the falubrity of the turf bog more exem- 
plified than in Cavan, where in its environs, though 
the wretched peafants are almoft naked, and their 
dwelling but a fodded hovel, yet they kern to disre- 
gard the feverity of the feafon, and enjoy a bardinefc 
and longevity, which the natives of more temperate 

countries are ftrangers to; the complaints, which thofe 

< 

are fubjeft to, $re unknown to the former, where 
abound* ? numerous, population, that may be a cor* 
roborating proof of its found, flrong, and healthy di* 
mate. 

Sect. 3. Divjfian. 

Cavan is divided into 7 baronies, viz. Tullagha* 
Tullaghonoho, Clonmoghan, Loughtee, C?ftleraghan A 
Clonchee, and Tullaghgarvy* 
Theft are fubdivided into townlands, of which arQ 
made up 33 parHhes, and contain 28 parifh churches 
jn the following Diocelps : 

Diocefe. Parijbu. Churchts* 



Kilmore. 


■& 


*5> 


•- 


24 


Meath. 


« 


1 


m. 


J 


Ardagh. 


- 


3 


m 


3 



33 ** 

It 
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It alfo contains 9 towns and 24 viHugcs, ferns o^ 
which have excellent market** and will be parties 
iarly described in their proper places. 

POLITICAL DIVISION** 

For the more eafily collecting the county eels, It 
was determined in the year 16991 that a certain por- 
tion of townlands fhouid be united tinder the parti- 
cular denominations of a Carvmgb, and that each ba- 
rony fhonld contain 1000 caraghs. Thefe carraghs 
are meer nominal proportions of land, of which cadi 
townland confifts, more or lefs, in proportion ty the 
number of acres in that diftrift, and to the quality of 
them; and the original meaning of the word is fnppofed 
to have been as much arable land, as each townland 
contained, at the time, when this new affeflment was 
hid on the county. Formerly there were t$ baronies 
in Cavan, but upper and lower Loughtee are now 
rated as one, and each barony being allotted to con- 
tain 1000 carvaghs, the county was of coujrfe divided 
into 8000, according to the following proportion. 

* For the irtor* ancient dmftons, fee Introda^ioa. 



XfaftfflUS 



of 7$? QQVWW Qf <3Avan. 

6/f 



t . Tullagka contains 


- 55H 


2. TuilaghonohcL 


V : yoi£ 


3. Glonmogfhan. 


9i«i 


4. Upper Loughtee. 


- **7<*f 


5. Lower Looghtee. 


9*4§ 


tf. Cafileraghan. 


757* 


7. Cldnchee. 


«74 


8. Tullaghgarvy. 


* 1498 


Tot4 carvaghs, 


8000 



Each carvagh wilj be found to contain, by this di- 
vifion, fomewhat more than 34} acres of arable land, 
by which calculation, whenever 10s. per carvagh is 
raifed upon the county, each acre of carvagh land 
is, one with another, charged with three pence hglf-. 
penny. 1 

This being the mode of collecting the cefsofCa- 
van, I fliallgivea calculation ofithe fum each ba-_ 
' rony is to furniih, according to the rate per, carvagh, 
laid on the county, from. 5s. to ids. per carvagh,, 
both inclufive. But- I muft premife, that, in fo loofe 
a fyftem of taxation, it appears wonderful, how it 
Ihould be thte modus for afleflinent, and have kept 
its ground for above a century ; when this fbrange 
innovation was propofed, it was left to a few men 

to 
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to determine, and to value the county, who, we miy 
rationally fuppofe, were biaffed by their own interffts $ 
bnt can any thing be more abfutd, than that the old 
valuation flill exifts, although fonpie thoufand acres 
are now good improved, and ought to be afleffed 
land, and the full burthen of the tax yet f alia on the 
lands, which were at that time only made liable to 
the imppfition. • 



Baromal 
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xht County ot Ifffjtf TQtfts 6tf Ctfrrwfiff- 
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*. 2>. 




£. 


.* 


- 


o 6 


"> 


20O 


. ; 


- 


m'9 


- 


300 


— r . ! 


- 


I D 


- 


400 


— 


,- 


* 3" 


- 


500 


•— r : 


:- 


i 6 


- 


60a 


| — . 


- 


1 :» 


- 


7o# 


; — 




-2 -a 


- 


800 



Aqd in the fjune proportion, fof every three-pen^e 
in thf ffm laid, on the. carvagh, railing £100. 

In the barony of Tullagha are four parifhes, whiojt 
contain two hundred and tea townJands, and fufe 
hundred and fifty-one and an half /cajvagha, yiz. ^ 

Ptrijbes. . Tonvnjands. Carvaghf* 

*i Kiilmagh has 45 and 

2 Knawly — *$ — 

3 Templeport •«- 125 — 
*4 Tomregan — 15 — 

Tewn-land$ 210 Carvaghp 55 1^ 

In the barony of TnUaghonoho are tw% parHhe** 
which contain one hundred and forty-fire town-land*, 
and fovea hqngred and pae and an half carvaghs, viz. 

Parijh*s % Town-lands. Carvogbs* 

1 KUldaJlen s% 

2 Ipfieflrapdnt - 93 

Toya-land* 145 Cafvaghs 
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la Ae barony of Ctowtooghati are 7 parilhce, whitfi 
xOfit&a 180 towe-Unda, aed ,9164 carvagfc»,viz* 



Parches. 


TevnhJands. Carvagh. 


1 Ballintemple 




40 


i6%h 


2 fBallyraachugh 




. 22 


.93* 


3 Dromloman 




40 


226 


# 4 Pynn 


, 


10 


38 


5 Kilbride - 




26 


V3i 


*6*KUdromfartin, alia/ 


) 






Crofferlogh. 


16 


' S 9 


# 7 Kilmore 




16 


.}W 


Tow9r4ands . 


1 So 


Carvaghs gi6\ 



"In the half baronies of Upper and Lower Loughtee, 
now fated as one barony, are 11 parifhes, which con- 
tS&i 444 town-lands, and '2,701 carvaghs, viz. 



Pari/hts. 


ttwnJan&s. Carvaghs. 


1 AimageftfF 


38 283 


*2 Belturiber^tf&r/AjiMgh 32 . 1254 


3 Caftleterragh 


51 265 


4 Drmolane, and 


put -of "J 

V101 6704. 


# 5 Tomregan 


*d Dynn 


49 x *» 


*7 JJillinkere 


- 8 4* 


*8 Kilmore 


"60 43$ 


*9 Larrhagh 


- 24 ipj 


10 Lowey 


32 i6 7 £ 


11 XTrny 


49 354 


Town-lands 444 Carvaghs 2701 



la 

f In this parifli the old denomination of the parifh of Bal- 
lymackilleny now merges, though the latter has yet fome di£ 
tin & right. 



I* 
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In the barony of CaAletaghan are fire parifttet, 
which contain two hundred and nineteen town-land*, 
and {even hundred and fifty-feven and an half car- 
vaghs* viz. 



Parijbcs. 


Town-lanis. 


Carvogb*. 


i Caftleraghan 
•2 Croflcrlogh, alias 1 

Kildromfartin.j 


3S 


"5 

* 


3 Lnrgan 

4 Monterconnaght 

5 Mullogh 


14 
- 69 


I67 

9* 
231 



Town-lands 219 Carvaghs 757 j 



In the barony pf Clonch^e are five parishes, which 
contain one hundred and fifty-eight town-lands, and 
eight hundred and fcventy-four carvaghs, via. 



Pari/bes. 

•1 Dromgoon 

2 Ennifkccn 
3 Killan 

4 Knockbride 

5 Moybollogue 



Town-lands* 

*7 
*5 
57 
47 

2 



Carvagbu . 



Town-lands 158 Carvaghs 



u 
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In the barony of Tullaghgarvy are four patfihes, 
which contain two hundred' and fixty-fix townJandi, 
and one thoufand four hundred and ninety-tight car-' 
▼aghs, vbi 

Parijbes. Town4ands. Carvaghs* 

*i Aimagh, a/ikr Belturbet 57 * 432 

♦aDromgoon - - 42, iyoi 

3 Drung and Larrahgh 9$ 6034 

4 Kildromferidan, alias 

Killerfherdinny. 



72 292 



Town-lands 266 Carvaghs 1498 

Parifti of Annagh, alias Belturbet, containing 

Carvaghs - - - 254 

• And Drombane and part of Tomregan 670-j 

Making together Carvaghs •. 924 J- 
are all the lower half barony of Loughtee. 

The other parUhes, containing i776t Carvaghs, 
make up the upper half barony. 

It appears by the Down Survey, that Cavan con- 
tained at that time 274,800 acres of arable land, con* 
fequently 26,200 acres were included in bog,.wafte, 
and mountain; the total being 301,000. The county 

being 

iVcf*.— Eighteen town-lands in the manor of Afhfield, 
and parifli of Kildromferidan, make part of the feventy-two 
town-lands, 10 that parifh. Pariftics thus marked [ * ] 
branch into other baronies. 
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btiag divided feto 8000 catvagha, each carragh dttin 
a ycf agtf , contak* a little mote Aaw 34! acre*. But at 
I already obferved, the'dhtfoa was not altogether afl 
to quantity, but alio as to the quality of the land. 

ECCLESIASTICAL DIVISION. 

Cavan contains 33 parishes, and 28 pariih churches, 

their feveral denominations and defcriptions are as fol- 
lows : 

1. Anna£hgeliff, an impropriate vicarage, in the 
diocefe of Kilmore, and barony of Loughtee. Church 
in ruins. . 

2. JBaUimackkilleny, an impropriate vicarage, in the 
diocefe of Ardagh, and barony qf Clonmoghan, and 
hath & glebe. 

3. Ballintemple, an impropriate vicarage, in the 
diocefe of Kilmore, and barony of Clonmoghan. 

4. Ballymachugh, an impropriate vicarage, in the . 
diocefe of Ardagh, and barony of Clonmoghan. 

5. Belturbet, alias Annagh, a rc&ory, in the diocefe 
of Kilmore, and baronies of Loughtee and Tullagarvy, 
and hath a glebp. 

6. CalUeraghan, a reftory, in the diocefe of Kil- 
more, and barony of CalUeraghan, and hath a glebe 
and parfonage. % 

7. Caftleterragh, a reftory, in the diocefe of Kil- 
more, and barony of Loughtee, the parifh church 1$ at 

Ballybayfe. 

8. CrolTerlogh, 
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8. CrQffcrlagln aliaa fBtdromfsriia* ait impropriate 
-ftcStigti in tjbc didoefe of. Kilmore, and baronies of 
Caftleraghan and Clonmoghan, afid hath ft glebe. 

9. Dfcnn, alias Dyaft, an taiptepHate vicarage, in the 
ikxefc qS KUmore, fttid baronies of Loughtce and 
Cloamoghan, and- hath ft glebe. 

to. DroiBgooA; a te&oty, in the diocefe of Kilmore, 
and tfcroftle* ef TollfcghgfefVy and Clonchee, and hath 
a glebe. Tfhe pariih church is at Coote-hUL 

iu firotala&e, a vicarage, in the diocefe of Kilmore, 
ifti bMfcny of liOttghteei afad hath a glebe. ' 

12. Dromloman, an impropriate vicarage, in the 
dtoeefe of : Afddgh, and barony of Clonmbghan. 

13. "&rtmg, aft impropriate vicarage, in the diocefe 
of ffilffiore, and barony of Tullaghgarvy, and hath a 
&lebe tffol patfonage. 

14. Ennilkeen, a curacy, in the diocefe of Heath, and 
bsrtofly of Clonchee, afad hath a glebe and parfonagfe. 
Vi$. Itilbride, alias Ki}V in the diocefe ofBSlmore, 
and barony of Clonmoghan. 

itf. Kalian, a re&ory, in the diocefe of Kilmore, and 
barony of Clonchee, and hath a glebe. The pariih 
church is at Shercock. 

17. Kildallen, a reftory, in the diocefe of Kilmore, 
and barony of Tullaghohoho, and a hath a glebe and 
parfohage. *. 

18. Sallerflierdinny > alias Kildromferidan, an impro- 
priate vicarage, in the diocefe of Kilmore, and bareaj 

of Tulh^hgarry, and hath a glebe. 

19. Killinkere, 
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19. KHliokere* an impropriate vicarage, th tiit 
diocefe of Kilmore, and baronies x>£ Looghtee and Cat 

tleraghan, aad hath A glebe. 

20. Killinagb, a vicarage in r the diotitfe of Kilmore 
and baronies of Tullagha and TuHaghgatvey, and 
hath a glebe 5 the church is in mini. 

21. Killelhandra, a rectory in the diocefe of El- 
more and barony of Tullaghonoho, and hath a glebe 
and parfonage. ' 

22. Kilmore, a vicarage in the diocefe of Kilmore 
and baronies of Loughtee and Cloomoghan, aad hath 
a glebe and parfonage. 

23. Knockbride, a reftory in the diocefe of KH- 
more and barony of Clonchee, and hath a glebe. 

24. Kinawly, a reftory in the diocefe of Kilmore 
and barony of Tullagha, the parUh church is at 

.Swanlingbar. 

25. Larragh, an impropriate vicarage in the diocefe 
of Kilmore and baronies of Loughtee and Tullagh- 
garvey, the church is in ruins* 

26. Lowey an impropriate vicarage in the dioctfe 
of Kilmore, and barony of Loughtee. 

27. Lurgan, a re&ory in the diocefe of Kilmore 
and barony of Caftleraghan, and hath a glebe. 

28. Moybollogue, a reftory in the diocefe of Kil- 
more and barony of Clonchee, and hath a glebe, the 
pariih church is at Bailyborough. 

29. Mullogh, a chapelry in the diocefe of Kilmore, 
and barony of Caftleraghan. 

3o.Monter- 
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- ^M^t&^gtit, *,vm>rj iri.thc. (Jkfefefe <tf 
tttahdrt* tad Mkw# of Ca^Hecaghab, cktireh i* 



51. ttnpibpavtj * re&Ary mtfctdioc^fe^KUiDor^ 
tad bwony b£ TvUag&a* .and; h*H*i t ;gtebe and j>**- 

*i«ge.' • ,/■::<- . ' 

f 9. TptWlrtgan* i«»otyihche diDoefe of KHmor^i 

Md tarool* ctf Tullftght a&d foughtee^ Hie p*iflt 
fehhrch i* ai Baitycttwtiett. ■ ■ » \ 

33^ Umy, a vicamgfc in the; dtagft <rf HHmoirc* 
afad tarody <tf Lwgltt*** %n« bath a gitbei ^ofl f»b» 
{M4g* • -.- • r. * cr 



'Generally tpeaklng b£ the &ii of this county in Rs 
prercnt Rati, it cann6t fee catted Fertile, as hot pro- 
ducing a &f£ciency fer tne Tupply of its Inhabitants, 
although it is fo confiderably engaged in tillage ; in 
IS natural nate, the Toil is cold, Ipongy, J inclined 
fo Ttifhes and a lj5iry grafs, with a thlcJc ftrattim of a 
fttfr Brown clay 6 ter heavy Jrelfow Argillaceous fiib- 
Itrata; when this is " improved *1>jr draining and gra- 
velling or liming, which banures are fcut very little 
attended 'to,' the return is grateful ; however, in ge* 
iieral, M the lands of this county are 1 not fo difficult* to 
3t*m as WWfonaghan, they being naturally of a moro 

c dry 
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dry,tilly, and friable foil, and the tillage not retarded 
in the fame decree by rain ; Umeflooe ia very little 
found, and carried at no lefs a diftance for immure, 
than from ten to twelve miles, and is always burned 
"with turf; but, where the peaftntry arcfo poor, and 
the carriage fo long, over hilly and very bad. toad*, 
improvement is not to be looked, for in very rapid 
ftrides. Wheat ia vary little cultivated, nOr can the 
grounds, in their prefent ftate, produce itat all, but 
other kinds of grain are fawed, of which cats occupy 
almoft the entire. The vales Jhew how favourable 
to grafs is their foil, of a deep brown day, and are 
excellent for dairy husbandry, yet a trifling propor- 
tion is fo occupied * the farms being very finall, no- 
thing more is required than fupplies the pcafant's fa- 
mily, and furnifbes flax for his loom, of which al- 
moft every houfe in the county poflefles one or more. 
The hills are entirely tinder oats, aud approaching to, 
mountain are occupied in the grazing of young ftqie, 
cattle, 

Cavan is of an undulating and very irregular furface, 
with fcarce a level fpot to be feeq, this inequality i* 
the moft linking feature, and being very elevated with 
no coafiderable trait of mountain in the interior, pre* 
fents a famenejs throughout, which in its uncultivated 
appearance is far from being engaging j where the 
furface is fo unequal, of courfe the foil cannot bu$ 
coqfiderably vary; The management of their tillage 
Is but loofe and flovenly, and indeed, a fundamental 

reform 
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reform in their fyftems muft take place, before we fee 
the ground yield what it is certainly equal to, if it were 
in judicious hands ; to exhauft a final} plot with re* 
peated crops of oats, and 'then fuller it to be overrun 
with noxious weeds, while in 3 ft ate of recovery 
from the hardfhips of long oppreflion, would , gra- 
dually make the beft foil good for npthing, and how 
ill graft it here agree, where the revigorating manures 
of linje an4 gravel are hardly attainably but at an excefc . 
fivecoft, and but little ufed ? 

The peafantry (hould be (hewn the 'advantage and 
renovating power of an intermediate green crop be- 
tween two of corn, and taught to defpife that tyrant 
fuftom, to which they are moft bigottpd flayes. The 
grand fecret of husbandry is to procure ftock ; tillage 
cannot otherwilf be profitably purfued; their dung 
Will enfure fuch vigorous crops as will quickly pre* 
p^re them for market, tfye return of his niohey to the 
farmer is fpeedy, he can trade on h nearly three times 
for once, of the old modes of feeding, and he flialj 
find his profits tenfold encreafed by foiling in th$ 
houfe, as much as poffibly he can. 

Jn this fyftem fo rational and convincing, even in 
itstheory ? we wiU find by introducing intermediate 
vegetable crops, we eqtirely abejifh the ufe or rather 
the abufe of fallow, which th$ moft celebrated wri- 
ters on agriculture and the beft farmers now entirely 
Condemn. 

_ C2 MOCNTAIN^ ♦ 
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MOtfHTfAIN*. * 

' The mountain* of Cavan ire almfoft all fa rfieirortff- 
cw extremity of the county, in the barony of Tulfagha, 
which is nearly furrounded by them on Lehrlm fide ; 
they are, in their prefent rtate, barren and bleak, and 
in feme places very tofty* the defcriptiou of their foil, 
and natural difpofitiori, will, of courfe, be found in the 
Reports of that county, thdy being here but the fine of 
feparation. The mountain of Slieve Ruflell borders 
on Fermanagh, and is the higheft land in Cfrvan, but 
yields fcarcely any vegetation in its prefent Itate, and is 
moftly wafte. The foil is gritty, and extremely rocky 
and boggy; immenfe and very deep fwamps cover con- 
fiderable trafts', yet marie is heref found, which (hews '* 
that parts are reclaimafele, and that it pofleffes the ma- 
nure within itfelf, to proper for its improvement, t 
do not mean, that this valuable manure is confined to 
Slieve RiifTell iiidividually, for this favourable report 
holds good with the whole range of mountain within 
this diftrift, fome of which has been reclaimed By Mr. 
Griffon, ofSwanlingbar, which may vie with the beft 
lands ia the county, and proves what yet may be 
effected, were but the Lords of the foil ihtenton their 
own individual interest, if they (hew'ed no concern for 
the* public weal. But how little can be expefled from* 
proprietors* who draw the entire rent of their eftates/ 

without 
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vbhto&twer fceboMwg^lwm, or eiipfoflpfc <*w fMHwg 
in imp* prsatetfvia -uny .ftsttw ? vdmwl thay fniift, 
tf wtJrfe, fee igncWutf of th« 'iwi y«toe of ihefe 
.groutfiu *hich jield them hi 6c aggregate ^ kr£e 
jrtveiroe* though, dk tenures fet inditiinjilly fgr bu**a 
.very fioali fum. A* tu the reclaiming of thcfe taorni- 
r tajf}g, tbey htf&a&t the wpiotefL idea, .which Would 
.r#Pxn,iuch a Eaicaad. honourable income; end it is 
aftpm&in& to. fee with wbflt pdcttUarxftre they preface 
JbsJr gaipe> g» tfcefe CTfwfiv* wW*, *Jtho*it .fie.leaft 
regard to betteripg the G$pdi|io» Qf tfe«lr tenantry, 
whofc ftate of uncLvili^ation is, indeed/ a pototed tf- 
. fle&iQa on the fijpinepefe of their Lord#. The foil «f 
tbefe mo^nfcal«} is in, many parts pf ajte4 C0lotfr, **d 
quickly pulverises,, wjien tprped u fl ?f <^#oied to the 
,air ; every BMjerial for focefsfnUjf 4ffliiDJf}g/tbb kn4*f 
axe at hand* the peafants, wh<p'refide in theft ifcftty 
wilds, are induftriousjhoneftj and qiatet, and, were bttt 
a little encouragement afforded thein, to. iinprove t)Mr 
lands, they would e*ert every ner^ tt> effeft it ; they 
cannot be faid-to be very poor, a*, few are without the 
blefling of a cow, and their farms are fo.very cheaply 
rented, they are by no means diftrefled, nay, many, of 
-them are wealthy; but what' does this tend to?— 
"What they hold is fnfficient for their confumption, and 
any redundancy from their indufrry, which fometimes 
is coafiderable, cannot be fairly returned in improving 
of their lands, far want of dus encouragement. In ci- 
vilization they have made no proficiency, for the very 

wealthieftj 
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weahhieftof thefe mountaineers have no better bed than 
ttraw, not is a bedAead to be fcen amongft them, but they 
indifcriminately herd together with the hogs and all the 
domeftic animals of their* hovel. In more minutely exa- 
mining the condition of this abandoned peafantry, we 
have an opportunity offering far into hmpum nature, and 
we behold the natives happy, even in this favage dime, 
and abundantly poffefled of thofe qualifications, which 
endear mankind to each other. In alls of friendship 
to their neighbours, they are rarely deficient; their 
getaerous hofpitality to' (hangers is prdvcfbial; for 
educating their children they are particularly anxious, 
and a clofe attention to religion is univerfally prevalent; 
though their ideas may be tinftured ftrongly with ftf- 
'plrfthibn, it only argues, their minds have been total- 
ly negle&ed, and they (hew a great wifh and anxiety 
for inftfu&ion, even in religious concerns. What can 
be more defirable to have extended to them than pro- 
per tutors ? nor could their landlords prefent them 
With mote welcome guefts. — How nearly does this 
faint pifture apply to alf the wilds of Ireland, and to 
her uncivilized fons? — Independent of the pleafiire, 
which muft refult to the feelings of man, in bettering 
the condition of his fellow ; independent of the fatis- 
fa&ion, which arifes from the change of favage wilds 
to the fair face of improvements, is it not ilrange, 
.that felfantereft doth not induce us to feize thofe capa- 
bilities, 
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KKdes, \*bkh we fbampiypoffcft, and would well re- 
pay our toil, and return incalculable profits ?-*Gpmpa,* 
ratively {peaking, the preliminary iteps to enfare this 
defiirabk improvemtnt would be bat very finall in* 
deed; were roads opened through the mountains, 
end finall ftoae houfe* ere&ed, with an encouraging 
tenure, every thing would follow of conrie. Let. the 
pedant pay bet a very finall rent for fo many years, 
for taking in, ditching,' fencing, and liming fo many 
acres of , ground, and then have his farm for fo many 
years longer, at an advance rent, and the matter would 
foon be effected* ' Not to dwell on the increafe of in- 
come to the individual, which would refult from this 
defirable fchane, we w'41 find how immediately it 
would become the intereft of the county at large, to 
concur in its advancement, and perhaps, on a further. 
examination, it would appear by no means unworthy 
die confidcration and ihpport of the legiflature : for in 
thU great mountainous traft, extending into the heart of 
Lekrim, and not even terminated at Lough Alien, than 
which there cannot be a more favage or uncivilized 
wafte, and in this direction inhabited by a people as 
rude and barbarous as their wilds ; the diflaffe&ad rebel 
had a fecure retreat in the late rebellion, and, from the 
nature of his recedes, baffled the purfuit of the. yeo- 
manry, whofc gallant exertions in this inacceffihle 
region were as meritorious, as the fervice was difficult 
and dangerous. How effectually then would it meet 

fuch 
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filth ♦ defpettdoes, w*re thofa yoaataim tfe 1* QfrtifcA' 
with ?oads* io 0«c county o£-Wickl«v It w«ft fa. 
only expedient found to break, tfcehanda o£ ujMktoA 
robber, whfch fo Joag mbAad the; aaighb0t"*K»4*£ 
the metropolis j hep fc wmU bavrf tfe fag* lwyp 
influence, and at ante add to the »0r«mfteil off fat 
county,- a«H* to the froadaticin to rqfUto f ft. mttmfyto 
wa»e> airf -add to the popnlatiqp and Kfeah^ tf ^ 
nation. Theft unplofitftbk waifea* wluck at * fifty fe 
ftcnre a retreat for the enema* to Ufa ferns, wtatt. 
then foon become the. habitations of. mdufif kws fair 
fliers ; and what foufrcea of hidden wealth muft th:*h# 
% cultivation of thefe hmds be dfatroedr whkih now lb 
dormant ? A Tery fine kindjof m&ftute, bang a deoay» 
ed hmeftone, is found in thefe hilla, ffiaihr to. that <fe& 
eribed is the County of MttMghaa Siuvejv fcund & 
the Slefre-Baught mountains, i>at much richer* aod 
more calcareous* and effbrydbei moft* highly with 
acids. In the banks of rivulets, it is in gncat pkntjf* 
and about a mile from Swanliogbar* up. the ftream, if 
an immerife heap, of it, which, whin appitd< tt die 
land, gives the moft luxuriant crops. Marie, if he*e 
proved cffbftire for tillage, and is in ahnridaaefi at the 
bottom of the hills, but they always exhanfl thtft toftt- 
nur$ with repeated cropping*, before they kt out thw 
Ifnds into gfafles, or allow it any refreshment. 

In Quilca mountain & a very rich iron mine ; I 
have ftnt fpecimens of the ore to* the. BnUtp SbdfeQk 

which 
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^fckfcr'fiapli* iccnrin-thetr Miifebavr ttos^miie 
h^ beeu -wctfied bag' flace to a confiderabk pfo* 
%; an&*he ore was (incited about hsflf 1 tn'de Irate 
SnMa&li&gbar into pig iron, and carried fron\ thalce 
tf i|pt tillage* yphere aiiKs Were ert&ftd to fargpi 
it into bats; and were worked by vmtcfr, aa a twy 
ikoog .ipoofitaia ftieam £o wa ukerq : vfam the;.ttaw 
b»of tho&mouilcaH« wereexhmifted in tha ftirnatev 
tkpv?aik:.vm gfren op, though copl is octth udy 'coi* 
l%Ktcm9; ^m feheknckofLin^aaand Cbdagh, taind^ 
are very near at hand* axe ftroag iitdic£rioaa of that 
mhwrii, oo the eflatc of Johnathap Mortoa Pleyttell, 
H^'lfl the roads were opesfed; vhjcbl &m hfcomk 
*eftdc<k than tie coafcn&ufe in Leitriip* could 'tea** ,. 
fttttd to, and theiron, totthsjotfiimfed. .iQnirtfco;fii»« 
affctf'^Qnikia fe a fpriag^Egood . wa*E*te<L:th& > ;Mtt 
tems^'^^rkabie fcattue. itn Ibia , diftti^ «*d.PYf»» 
kaig^the talfey with toweTio^iHagaifiqeiict^ foi tW* 
40tidfrfa'|hcrT«d6iiafii«8r hate a ftrqqg vfiHgrft^a, 
MftaUiMbous iablea, too 3&ftkd to r4la*e*jiU&-Qtt.:r*r 
ao*d ambagft thenr of its. f»p«rDaturat~p<?wW* *Jl4 
&e *ttmr«fiaary T*ce> *tek&ey atfiraiapd wtU 
^Oto^are-seftdttit .^iihln.iL. Nor U.iit/Jffe.refi^rife* 
able, that the fummit of this hill was the pUqg alwfey* 
chofita fee qrewning th« M<GwreV o* ittaftiag their 
chief vkhftpaejOBS penrtr *te'the adjdmiog cemttjr 
offfettiaaagli. lias poteaate, whofe carried title and 
fcii *pt*tt»*ic>a wtfs Iftfiiriat, enjoyed a* abfotatt 

and 
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and uncontrolled a dominion as any iifiem p dn o s, 
and tyrannized over his vaflals with despotic fway, 
which they held to be the bafeft crime to oppofe ; nay, 
fo firmly were they rivetted in duty^ we cannot from 
his tyranny fuppofe affeflioo to their chief* that *hcy 
would not (brink to facrifice their lives and properties 
to his commands ; to this day the ignorant peafantt 
of thefc hills believe, that die fates of that family air 
all dependant on Quilca, and that extraordinary * ap» 
pearances are feen here on the deceafe of any of the 
defendants of their ancient chiefs. 
. The extreme fuperftition, which is connefted with 
the old traditions, and the credulous natives being fo 
prone to the belief of x thofe idle tales, is very eafily 
accounted for, when *e refieft, that the ancient bard* 
of Ireland always concealed .the moral of their pom*» 
and fpoke to the people in. fables founded npaa.*U*- 
gories. The poet ^ctenfively availed him&if of his 
licence, in ftepjnng beyond the bounds of probability 
m his flights and rhapfodies, as he found, thatfabioi 
only were grateful to the ear of an unlettered rabbk; 
but, if we confider the mythology of his ftr»W» we 
may difcover, that a moral inference may be ftecpent- 
ly deduced. 

If this idea, which is not a^novtl one, wasrjnepe 
minutely confidered, and generally taken into account, 
in the perufal of the. old hiftories and poetical compo- 
fitions of the country, weflwuld be left apt to attach 

to 
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lo Agra fo mucb fittion, which appears in a literal . 
fcnfe j ' for their fables were either intended as a deco- 
ration to the piece, or to convey inftru&ion, which 
*ffe£U ftrans of mere morality would never hare 
.produced, becaufe they, wore not iiaxted to the tafte 
*f the people. - 

r I do not mean to aflert, but that there are many ia- 
tftances *o be found in fuch writings, which were the 
<ole work- of fi&ion, and intended to impofe on th£ 
winds of an ignorant people 5 many of thefe were, the 
fubtilty of prieftcraft, as an illuftration to their fu- 
perftitious doftrines, which they delivered in verfe, 
.as alio in the lame manner were the laws promul- 
gated, and many were the effi^iona of a fertile in- 
vention or an abfurd ta%^ jjbat indulge^ in piarvet 
lous recital?, to divert and. amufe the- credulous ear, 
*>r perhaps to ferve as a relief to the uninterpftiflg and 
.tedious chronology they defcrib^, 

The Roman and the Grecian poets indulged' con- 
siderably in fiaion, but the Iriih. bards were philoso- 
phers as well as poets, and like the Eaftern Bramins, 
their verfes were regarded as {acred infpirations, and 
we read that, under their alkring and pleafmg disci- 
pline, the laws were obferved, and the minds of the 
people were craftily reformed to learning and civi- 
lization. 

It cannot be denied but that in this defign the bards 
had well Succeeded for ages antecedent to the third 

century 
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century, and : to a nation Aua eivffized the tfivfefe 
precepts of chrlftianity about that era (boh becatoe 
manrfeft truths, and were embraced even to the total 
extirpation of the Druids or bards their pallors, *whoft 
abfolute dominion gave way to the venerable mUBoa- 
aries of the gofpel ; and it is well authenticated,-' that 
lor ages preceding the Danifli invafton, the nation 
was renowned for learning and arts, which envied 
difthrftion, tariffing valuable reficks, and the moft 
' refpeftable ancient writers have concurred -to tefHry k 
well deferred. 

But the unhappy and tetHous warfare, wffich took 
place %i fh their cruel invaders, afforded no opportu- 
nity for the further cultivation of peaceful fhrdy, and 
at onee extirpated all manner of learning : hence fol- 
lowed a rapid and miferable relapfe into ignorance, 
and by the baneful effects of war, the bright 'and 
eminent erudition of. their predeceflbrs was obHte*- 
f attd in the barbarity of , the fubfequetot dark and un- 
civilized ages, whofe annals will ever be an indelible 
ftain on the chara&cr of the nation. 
* To relume the natural hiftory of thefe mountains, 
we fipd, thai coal or iron ore are not the only mine- 
rals that abound ; for in the mountain of Ortnacul- 
lagh neaT Ballyconnell, both lead and filver ore are 
carried down the ftream, which flows from thence, 
pure falphtjr is frequently found, fuller's earth, and 
pipe clay are in abundance, the latter is found very 

foft 
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feft, AvA c Tirhtia baked in the fun acqhiree a proper 
canfiftcocy ; approaching into the Fermanagh Aran*, 
tains, beautifiii white and red tranfpareae fpars are 
within a fpade'a depth 6F the furface* and here are twd 
flate quarries, which only require a fpfirited undertake* 
to return an ample profit; potter's ciay k is cfery 
tdwnland, knd iomc of it ctf* the Very bell and pureft 
kind ;. patches of brick clay abotfnd, ef thti fioeft and 
inoft durable quality, ind 4vety ftep we take, evindffl 
tl\e Value of the mineral productions of theft moun- 
tains* . Z^Or h* its mineral waters, is this country de- 
ficient » at Swanlingbar is a celebrated weN, whjch if 
referred to in the fumnie* by tha beft company r tb^ 
report of the aaalyfie is ftlpbur, earthy fea-fijt, aod 
foffil alkali, and it* mfcdiekral effecla both akerdtive* 
aUd diaphoretic ; thef w*teri are itfed frota April to 
September, and are cfteemed particularly rev%oratfag 
for a debilitated^ confutation. It may not here be im* 
pr6pet Ho accdunt for the etymology <rf this .vUk^e, 
which is fi> incongruous with the ancient fiatte* of 
this country, and hold its appellation from the foUowX 
ing fiHy anecdote. ' • 

When the iron mine was difedrdrdd at QuHca, k 
w*tf edg%ed ift by. a company* whofe names were 
Swift, Saunders, Darling, and Barry* who eh^fe thi* 
fptH* froitf. its favourable fite* for a mill, which- they - 
had to erecT: on the ttream to forge thdr bar iron* 
and from their names this ridiculous word was tor- 
tured, 
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cured, from whence the village was called? it is pa 
the eftate of Mr. Wynne. Another mineral "water is- 
contiguous to the town, bat is entirely fulphnreous* on 
the mountains near Ballyconnell, is alio an indication 
of coal, on the eftate of the. Mils Mbntgomerys, 

The climate of thefe mountains is exceffively fcvere, 
for four months expofed to harfli winds and continual ' 
fcow and fleet, which lies long on the furfaoe; the 
fell is argillaceous, with deep ftrata of gritty ftone, 
approaching near to granite; the furface very moffy, 
but they have ample fupplies of a blue gravel, which, 
with firing, certainly deftroys it, and alfo, when dug , 
into the foil, renders it very tilly and dry. Limefrone 
gravel of a loamy and very calcareous quality is fre- 
quently met in banks, and the folid block of limeftone 
|9 abundantly found, which they burn with turf, ancj • 
apply rather fparingly to their lands, fcarcely exceeds 
ing 3© barrels to the acre, and this fmall fupply yields 
a very productive crop. Oats of the hardieft kind, 
and quite black, which is fowed after one or two crops 
of potatoes, is their principal grain. Barley is fo 
rarely cultivated, as fcarcely deferring to be fpoken of, 
amongft them. Their valleys or low-lands are grafly, 
but very coarfe, and ferve to fuftain their cattle in the 
winter months, or rather three parts of four in the 
year, when the mountains are inacceffible •, the breed 
is consequently poor and ftunted. 

The 
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The plough it never ufed, the ground is fc rotky ; 
their fpade is remarkably long in the blade, which 
they call the loy, and is faftiiohed with a confiderablfc 
carve to prevent the adhefioa of the fail; and as they 
trench in all their grain, their labour is immenfe yet 
aot very expenfive, for they are fo expert as to require 
but twelve men to dig an acre in a day's work; the 
ground lies admirably for draining, but being fo much 
under church, and fchool* dominion bars ksr improves 
meat very materially ; nor is it to the profitable re- 
clamation of hufbandry only that their mountains are 
fo very favourable, but, as I have faid, they evidently 
pofiefs immenfe riches in their mineral productions, 
and perhaps no where are more natural beauties to 
be feen, to. invite the hand of the ornamental fm- 
. prover; the lofty hills prefent the boldeft view?, 
and create the fublimeft fenfations, and their naked 
fummits form a perfect contrail with the verdure of 
the country below, which, though coarfe, yet frpm 
this diftance appears to poffefs the richeft luxuriance. 
Afcending the mountain from Derryoliip, its fingular 
Jhape is particularly ftriking, and nods in uncouth 
pre-eminence over the lefler hills, which feem to Jhrink 
from the cralh of its impending fummit, from whence 
is presented the grandeft profpeft over feveral coun- 
ties j the furroonding fcenery is only deftitute of 

timber 

* Under thefe eftatyifluqent^ encouraging Icafev qtMQt 
$t mads. 
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tkflbet id complete the landfcape: the wdods feave 
ten long fincc cut dowxi to fuf>ply the fitnitet* bt 
SwanBngban It is evident from die fine gfowth thty 
had, thit the 1H1 k particularly favourable to plantar 
tion, and from the Very fiflufcs of die tock* fpring 
Arabs, which flourifli in thefe wilds* and defy die iar 
cfemericy of the winter, which is here fo feverd 
Mangatcfc aiid cfchrea ard alft found in thefe mora- 
-taina, the latter of the vdry beft quality, both red and 
•yellow * of the former, the coarfe kind ady* which is 
jifed ia the {lotteries* 



WOODS* 



The woods of Cavan were formerly very confider* 
able, and the timber of uncommon fize, which argues 
that the foil is favourable to plantation. Demefne 
grounds now can only boaA of this Valuable ornament, 
which wifl be particularly noticed in their places, lm- 
menfe trees are found in the bogs, » much gmfler than 
I have feen elfewhere, but not fo found as thofe raifed 
in the Bog of Allen. *That tliele bogs are of alefs 
allringent quality, I cannot conceive ; for, if genuine 
original bog is any where, it muft be in Cavan, where 
they are fo extremely deep. I rather apprehend, from 
the fize of the timber, that it decayed before it fell, 

A fpirit of improvement in this delightful purfuit is 
^evidently getting forward, as many demesnes are now 

well 
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•well planted^ and give; a woody appearance to the 
county; but, excepting the vicinity of gentlemen's 
feats, very little (helter is to be fonnd. In hedging 
and ditching, they are remarkably deficient * take all 
the townJands of Cavan, and I queftion* if, on an ave- 
rage, three fields will appear well inclofed in each 
town-land, or half of this number (hew quick or 
thorn hedges. J 

BOG AND MOOR. 

For culinary purpofes, or for manufactures, Cavan 
poflefies a full fufiictency of bog, and gives fuel of the 
very beft quality ; for draining,' it generally lies fa- 
vourable, and yields the ftrong red afhes, which are fo 
particularly good and carting a manure. In lime-ftone 
gravel the county is very deficient, which is fo valua- 
ble in the reclaiming of bogs, as alfo it is in limeftone 
quarry : but here the bogs, when drained and burnt, 
only yield a verdure of a very kind and fine nature, 
fuperior to any I have before feen, which had ndt 
been limed. Thefe bogs are varioufly deep, but more 
generally extremely fo; the ftratum next the forfaae 
is very denfe. and clofe, and makes the fineft fuel 5 
that next to it is more commonly lefs tough,' and apt 
to crumble, after which, to the bottom, it is of the 
moft. excellent .quaJhy. „ When the IbrFace w btKBfc 
it yields fhamrock and clover naturally, and the fwect- 

4ft herbage. 

b The 
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The moors are but in fmall proportion, and that, 
which is called moor here, would be eileemed abiblute 
bog in other parts. . They only differ fr^m bog from 
the partial argillaceous ftrata, which run fo near the 
furface, and in them marie more generally abounds, 
which is highly calcareous, and very eafily raifed. 



Sect. 5. Minerals , and mineral waters* 

Are iron, lead, filver ore, coal, ochres, marie, fuller's 
earth, potter's clay, brick clay, manganefe, fpar, ful- 
phur, and a fpecies of jafper ftone ; limeftone, but ,in 
• fmall quantities. 

Befides the mineral waters at Swanlingbar, already 
defcribed in this county, is that at Derrylefter, which 
•has the feme. medicinal virtues, being alterative and 
diaphoretic. 

The waters at Derrindaff have falphur and purging 
, fait ; their effects are ufeful in lownefs of fpirits, and 
nervous difeafes, and they have a diuretic tendency. 

The well at Owen Breun has the like medicinal 
properties, and the analyfis fhews fulphur and foffil 
alkali. 

At Carrickmore, the waters are impregnated with 
jExed air, purging air, and foffil alkali, and are both 
purgative and diuretic They are extremely cold. 

Sect. 
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Sect. 6. Water, r 

The Erne is the principal river of Cavan, and is fup- 
plied, in its conrfe to Lough-Erne, with numerous lakes 
and fmall ftreams, which very plentifully water the 
country. A very fine line of navigation runs with 
this river, and vifits the beft cultivated and richeft 
parts of the county. A very finall expenfe would 
render it complete from Coote-hill to Belturbet, and, 
from thence to Bally fhannon; it is at prefent navigable. 

If the line of canal were adopted, which I took the 
liberty to recommend in the Reports of Monaghan 
county, then would this county alio fhare the exten- 
five benefits to be derived from it, were the line, I now 
propofe, to be determined on here ; and on candidly 
examining the fubjeft, there is no difficulty in pro- 
noundng, that no means whatever are fo likely to 
afford true benefit here, as a navigation would enfure. 
In water they would, doubtlefs, have a fteady fupply, 
fo numerous are their refources in this particular, and 
it is prefumed, that their manufacture would be highly 
benefited. , 

The lakes are capable of enfuring a referWir, for a 
confiderable part of tfye year, as many of them are not 
dependent on fprings within themfelves for then; wa- 
ters, But arc filled with fmall flreams, which flow into 
them. 

©a Th* 
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The lakes of Cavan are numerous, and feme of them 
▼try extenfive Jheeto of water, which cover fevcral hun- 
dred acres, as will be particularly (hewn; others prefect 
grtat extent in winter; many of them are entirely dry 
in fummer, and are not without good falls, and could 
tie etfly drained; they abound with the fiacft pike a 
rod their wstfer* are very deep and uncommonly dear; 
ftvoral of them are difcharged iqto ftreams, which form 
in the vales a powerful current, and with the diveriity 
of the chanad create way other leffer lakes. After 
watering a great extent of country, they Bow into 
Lough Erne, and clearly fhew the fine line of naviga- 
tion, which is fo attainable, /hould it be deemed politic 
to adopt it. 



CHAP. 
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CHAP, tt 

STATE OF PROPERTY. 

EjlattJ and Tenures. 

THE, Value of large eftatea of this Motility t*t& 
from 10,000/. to 1000/. per annum, and they reditee 
even to 50/. per annum; the finallcr are considerably 
enjoyed, as grants even from the Cromwellian expedi- 
tion. 

1 

The moft confiderable eftates af e refided oti by the pro- 
prietors, and the tetter ones are almoft indhffdttafly lb; 
a £& tacereft U moft uftially the tcnutt of farmers, aftd 
no county is move obfttnately eotttefted In demons for 
members to ferve in parliament. Three lives is the 
general original term of the leafes, or twenty-one 
years and a life, yet fom* finable farms ife enjoyed 
m perpetuity, and fatoe of the holders htvt a tbniidef- 
ably fuperior intcreft to the proprietor, who has the 
fee. 

The farms are fmall throughout, and come under the 
&ne defcription as thoie of Motiaghan, in the manner 
'cf occupation, being principally held by manufacturers, 
Who occafionally relax from the loom to the bufinefs of 

the 
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the farm; the larger, farms may average thirty acres, 
the finaller feven; the latter bear above ten to one to 
the former, in the proportion of the county, fo that 
nine acres may be the average of the whole. 

The reftrittion of don-alienation is not fo rigoroufly 
infilled on, and indeed, it is a very difficult, if not an 
unattainable matter, to devife the means for carrying 
this defirable claufe into effect. It muft be allowed, 
that the more the benefits refulting from the obiervance 
of this impofition are confidered, the more deflrous we 
fliould be, to have it of general effect through the na- 
tion| as the beft guardian to improvement, and the fur- 
therance of agriculture; but fuch unconquerable diffi- 
culties are prefented, ^s feem a total bar to its main- 
tenance. 

To make a leafe to the farmer for his own life 
Vill not bar the transfer of property *, for, fhould he 
become a bankrupt, then, the intereft in his tenure be- 
comes the property of his creditors, which no form of 
leafe can deprive them of, and is an alienation on the 
death of the kflfee, and the lands becoming the proper- 
ty of the children, it conftitutes a direct alienation; and 
what man will exhauft his wealth from his family, on 
the uncertainty of his own life, fo that the improve- 
ment id barred by this claufe, and agriculture is, 
dquhdefs, fhackled \ however, we fee fuch miferablc 
examples, in every part of Ireland, of the interference 
of jpiddle-mep, a,s, doubdefs, caufe a ferious evil, and is 

a real 
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a real opprcffion to the poor, as unreafonably loading 
the produce of the lands with a heavy charge \ for 
each perfon concerned muft have his profit, and ul- 
timately the proprietor is a material fuf&rer, when ; 
his land is returned on his* hands, fo exhaufted by 
inceffant croppings, that it is incapable of yielding % 
more, until - unprofitable reft and immerife expepce 
prepare it again for perhaps th£ like flovenly and ' 
infamous management. 

The remedy for this evil is worthy the confidera- 
don of the legiflature, and the miferable appearance 
of the # co(hier lands of Ireland loudly calls for their 
interference, which the proprietor has at prefent no 
remedy againft, but the tedious ftages of eje&ment, 
when he cannot otherwife refcue his grounds from the 
hands of men with neither capital noif judgment*! 

Speculation without capital, which our countrymen 
arc too prone to, will inevitably involve fome of the 
parties engaged in it. If the needy peafant, who thus 
embarks, cannot fail in the puriuit, it is becaufe he 
has nothing to lofe 5 but the weight of his folly and 

knavery 

* A negle&ed ftubble overrun with weeds. 

f I beg have to quote one legal opinion on this fubjed. 

2 Du/flford & Eaft. ^ Per Ajhhurjl Judge. The general 

Roe v. Galliers. / principle is clear, that the landlord 

Page 137. I having the Jus difponendi may annex 

■ ■ ■ - ■ ■ ■ J whatever conditions -he pleafes to his 

grant, provided they be not illegal* or uoreafonable. It is 

reafonable, that a landlord (bould exercift his judgment with 

v refpeft to the perfon, to whom he triifts the management of 

v bis cftate ; a covenant therefore not to affign is legal* 
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knavery prefies hard onthelandlordf who has no re* 
drefs by law, but by ejeftment : in the mean time, 
the middle man, who opprefles both the proprietor 
and the miferafcle occupier, ia enriched, and is en* 
couraged to perfeverc in a fyftem more injurious to 
the real inoerefts of the nation, as barring all improve- 
ment, than treble the weight of taxes, which are im- 
pofed by the legislature. 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. III. 



BUILDINGS. 



THERE is nothing of magnificence in the buildings 
in this county; at Bellamont foreft this ftile is at- 
tempted, but quite too little ground covered to ad- 
mit it. At Farnham, the irregularity, and want of 
method in the ftile, forbids claim to elegance, but 
thefe two princely demefnes are well deferring the moft 
magnificent manfions, as wiU be fhewn, when we come 
to fpeak of the beauties they fo eminently pofTefs. The 
more fubftantial farmers have good family boufes, 
which have little in the exterior to rccommeo^rtiem, but 
the dwellings of the peafantry are miferable indeed » 
the general rent of thefe huts with liberty of turbary, 
and a rood of ground, is from forty to fifty flailing* 
per annum; this would not average fifteen ihillings 
from the head landlord, but, by the interference of 
middle-men, is raifed to the prefimt extravagant pitch- 
This middle-man is generally a manufacturer of linen* 
who employs journeymen 5 he rents, perhaps, ten or 
fifteen acres of land, at from fifteen to thirty (hillings 
per acre, according to the quality of the land, and 

the 
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the number of cottages, which are erefted on it: this 
he divides into fo many parts, as he has capital to em- 
ploy journeymen ; he fets a rood of ground for fifty 
(hillings, which is ten pounds per 'acre, from which 
let us, (at the utmoft) dedult five pounds for the 
building of the cabin, which he is quickly rcpayed, 
we find it is he, who has the great benefit of the land, 
that but a fmall matter is returned to the original pro- 
prietor, and the occupier, who ought to enjoy, fome 
profit, as it is he who makes and pays the rent by 
excef&ve labour, is left in penury and diftrefs, by this 
extravagant and burthenfome procefs. 

This wretched member of fociety works at the 
loom for his rapacious employer, and his tenure is 
called a dry cot-take 5 if he has the grafs for a cow, 
he pays for it, from one to two guineas additional, 
which is termed a wet cot-take : thefe cot-takes arc 
not leafed to the weaver, which is ! the pretence the 
employer pleads to his landlord, (who may be an ene- 
my to alienation) that, as he does not give any ftated 
term of the tenement, of courfe he has no fixed inte- 
rest in it , but yet the mifchievous confequence is the 
fame, and the occupying tenant fe grievoufly opprefled, 
and kept in continual poverty. This fubjeft will be 
again refumed in the eleventh chapter, where it parti* 
larly applies. 



CHAP, 
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CHAP. IV. 



MODE OF OCCUPATION. 

SECTION I. 
Size of Farms, and charaBers «f Farmers. ' • 

THE average of farms here is about nine acres, 
taking large and fmall together, but in the vicinity of 
towns where is a market, they feldom exceed five. 
The mountainous parts only, where the population is 
fo thin, are largely allotted to individuals, who occupy 
them in grazing young cattle, in the fummer months, 
moftly for hire; the low grounds being in fo fmall 
allotments, that the occupiers cannot raife grain for 
market in abundance, but merely to fupply their own 
families. The principal commodity for market, which 
is railed from the ground, is flax ; potatoes, of courfe, 
are plenty, as their clay grounds are fo favourable to 
them. In pet-parks, in the demefnes of the gentrjv 
fome flieep are fatted ; thefe occafionally come to mar- 
ket, but, in general, excepting the environs of Cavan 
town, there are not good fheep-walks to any extent ia 
the county. The middle diftrift, in the barony of 

Loughtee, 
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Lctoghtee, is certainly fuperior to any other part of 
the county for feeding ground, and here, particularly 
at Farnham, where the breed of tattle is fo fine, they 
feed oxen to as great a fize, as any part of Ireland can 
produce; but, in general, the markets of this county 
are but poorly fupplied with meat. As to the pea- 
fantry, whether we confider them as manufacturers, 
or as farmers, they are commendable as to industry, 
as indubitably they are hard working people; but 
yet their farms fliew but a flovenly care and ill ma- 
nagement, and argue the impoffibility of devoting a due 
attention to the two purfuits, which, in their feveral 
ftages, are fo oppofite. If it could be done at all, I 
fhould think in this county it ought to fucceed, where 
the farmer holds fo fmall a portion of land, and has 
more than his entire rent coming in from the offsets 
Of his little farm, fo that neither want of capital, nor 
extent of ground, can be taken as an excuie for ill 
management, and the general charafteriftic of the peo- 
ple is thrift and fobriety; yet we fcarcely fee a field in- 
clofed with a ditch, which will ftand for a feafbn, and 
no attempts at all to quick it, or plant a tree* Thefe 
improvements are peculiar to the (eats of men of for- 
tune, and which the lower clafs have little notion of. 
As I have fhewn the character of the people is praife- 
worthy as to induftry and fobriety, fo candour muft 
oblige me to expofe their ftrange infatuation to cut 
corns however ridiculous, which yet prevails, nor with 

demonitratioa 
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dcmonftration itfelf perfoade them to abandon them, or 
adopt modes of improvement, which have not been 
lfnftioned by the example of their predeceflbrs. 



Sect. 2. Rent*, 

* 

Since the Englifti fettlers came to this cpuntry, rent 
has been paid in fpecie -, before that time, it was paid 
in kind, and, although in the principal parts of Ireland 
bank notes were received in payment, yet here, until 
the latter year, they have been generally and fteadily 
refifted, and now but partially fo: fpecie enough was- 
hitherto found to difcharge their rents. It is worth 
enquiring the reafon for this fudden change, after fo 
long and fo fuccefsful a refiftance, which I (hall en- 
deavour to account for. The linen manufacture, 
which is the life and foul of this county, and on which ' 
its prqfperity entirely depends, has had all its materials 
hitherto paid for in fpecie, and as the weaver or the 
farmer would take no other payment but cafh, they 
were, of courfe, obliged to pay their rent in lpecie; 
and where extenfive markets are reforted to every day, 
and perhapj, from eight to ten thoufand pounds regu- 
larly expended weekly, it was not in the power of 
the fpeculators in difcount to take the fpetfe out of the 
county i for the manufacturers paid theJiigheft.-difc 
count for c x a(h, to take to market to purchafe their 
' webs. 
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webs. I muft here digrefi a moment in obferving, 
that thU has been a confiderable tax on the trade, ia as 
much, as the rate of difcount per cent, exceeded the 
currency of bank notes, and may, in fome degree, ac- 
count for the extravagant prices, which linens have 
borne, iince the national bank was prohibited from pay* 
tng fpecie by order of council. Other reafons, and mate- 
rial ones, have alfo occurred, to occafion the extraor- 
dinary rife, which has confiderably injured the trade. 

I muft only now remark, that, as the tax of difcount 
for fpecie is in part taken off, and the merchants 
pay for webs with both cafti and bank notes, it is to 
be expefted, that fince" the burthen is gradually remov- 
ing, the trade will again recover, and' be brought 
more on the general level with other articles of com- 
merce, which the community at large will, doubtlefe, 
fell the good effe&s of. 

To refume this account for the difappearance of 
fpecie, I muft remind my readers of the extraordinary 
emigration of linen weavers from this province, the laft 
fpring, to America, feveral thoufands having attually 
left the 'country, which the too lenient and miftaken 
•government permitted, in confideration of the calamity 
of the fcarcenefs of provifions. It is a well authenti- 
cated faft, that it was not the pooreft clafs who left 
the country ; for how could a poor man command fix 
guineas for each of his family, which was the bare 
paffage money only? And, although in former years 

their 
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. thtir venture was linen cloth, yet it is well known 
, they, took out all they were worth, converted ipto 

• jpecie \ the iotereft of their farms, their flock on the 
farm,, and in trade, was all fold for cafli: how many 

, thoufand pounds muft the country have been (tripped 
*of> for their paffage money only, which was given in 
-prompt payment ? Granting, that the amount of this 
tfom was, left in the country by the captain of the veflel, 
for the high difcount which then prevailed, yet the 
. moft confiderable fums muft have accompanied the ad- 
venturers; for the man, who could fpare from his ftock 
fix guineas per head, for the paffage of his family, 
y muft have had no Qnall purie, to commence a x living in 
a ftrange country- How ftrongly piftured here is the 

• character of the Irifh peafant — how direftly marked 
..with fpeculation and adventure ? 

After encountering two years Of famine, fiicbas he 

• before never witnefled, and burthened with an unpre-* 
cedented weight of taxes,, at the eve of the moft abun- 

:dant harveft, that ever the. country was blefled with, 
he difpoies of his all, for an adventure to a country he 

• knows not of, and will foon forfake for his native 
. home, to which he returns a burthen and a pauper* 

Such is the true pitture of emigration, as already the 

: adventurers have reprefented to their relatives, whom 

. they have forfaken, which will, doubtlefc, quell that 

rage for emigration, better than the moft drift laws, 

which to the national difgrace, and incalculable lofe, 

►.were bere incautioufly permitted to (lumber. 

One 
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One half of the yearly rents of Catan are left wkb 
the tenants to trade on, as they pay only the laft gale, 
as the Second becomes due. I have in other Reports 
very fully endeavoured to Shew the impropriety #f 
this cuftom, which the landlords call an indulgence, 
but which, doubtlefs, can be mad* the moft arbitrary 
ufe of, as at all times the tenant muft obey the orders 
of the landlord, or be driven for the pending gale 
of rent, which too few can command, without dit 
pofing of their ftock to their disadvantage, in a bid 
leafen, or leaving their lands unoccupied. 

We have numberlefs inftances of the abufc of this 
cuftom, the recital of which muft be as well to 
the national as the individual difcredit, for in too 
many parts does it Shamefully prevail ; I Should con- 
sider him the beft landlord, who would oblige and 
infift on having his rent paid up punctually : his 
tenant is much more independant than the man, who 
has the indulgence of the hanging gale. 

The women contribute very considerably to the 
rent by fpinning, they are extremely indubi- 
ous i as the farms are fmall, there is no great de- 
mand for labour, the family on the land being ge- 
nerally fully adequate to all the work ; nor for the 
fine reafon have they cottiers, as in Leinfter and 
Munfter, as thofe called cottiers here give their la- 
bour to their employer at the loom. For the cot-take 
tore is no kafe, and rent is paid in labour, ift the 

like 



Of THE COUNTY OP CAVAN. -49 

like manner, as in the counties where the cotters work 
abroad : they are bath mutually bound to their ett- 
jrioycrs, only as long as tbey tike their fcrvice * d*> 
ties, which doubtlcfi ought to be confidewd as rent, 
are only partially adhered to in this country, aad arc 
another fouree, from which much evil may flow, and 
atleaft oiriy&rpe to hold up the Teftiges of the feudal 
ijtfkem, 'which in fo many inftances are in direft h<£» 
*Hky to the fpirit of our conftitution, and a heavy 
ihackk on the liberty of the fubjeft. The happy fpirit 
of improvement is irmly taking root, and the trw 
iatereft and honour of the nation wilt' naturally pre- 
vail, before which thefe idols muftfalL 



Sect. 3. Tithes 



The matter of complaint, in this inftance, is not 
againft the principle of the tax, fo much as the mode 
of collecting it •, no fyftem in exiftence labours under 
greater abufes, nor could any be •more eafily reform- 
ed; the timidity difplayed by the friends of the Church, 
in remedying the enormous abufes which are counte- 
nanced, almoft induce a fuppofirion, that the whole 
fabric wiH meet a crafti ; for that, which has fo much 
evil interwoven in it, will not ftand ; I beg I may 
be underftood, that there cannot be any perfon, who 

e wilhea 
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wiihes better to the interefts of the church than I do, 
itftd I by no means would argue for the impropriety 
•of the tax ; I would with to fupport the rights of the 
church ; I therefore would willingly expofe the de- 
iefts, which may be remedied, and far from prefuming 
to point out an infallible cure for the evil, I would 
heartily wifli that the clergy themfelves would rec- 
tify it, which it is doubtlefs in their power to do, 
-without recourfe to the legiflature, and almoft to the 
general fatiafa&ion. I conceive, that the fame mit 
cbievous fpirit of alienation has caufed the prefent 
•grievances in this fyftcm, as paffing through the hands 
of fo many proftors, each of whom has a confiderable 
profit. This is a fubjeft I wi{h to touch on but light- 
ly, as I Know that this particular, being a matter of 
enquiry in the furveys of the prefent (late of the coun- 
ties of Ireland, has created an unfounded alarm; 
however, there are fome matters here fan&ioned by 
cuftom, which there can be no impropriety in can* 
vailing, and one, which feems not a little extraordi- 
nary, is the loading the. tillage only with the tax m % 
the tithe for meadow is not an acreable' charge, but 
is fix pence for any quantity, be it more or left, fo 
that the man, who has one thoufand acres of meadow, 
pays juft the fame fum as the man, who has but one 
acre: and as the poorer clafs have nothing but tillage, 
9f cowfe, the fmall meadow tax he is not liable to, 
but he is to the heavy tax, which falls on grain. 

Thus, 
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Thus, it is not the rich in meadow lands and crops 
of' hay, who pay the clergy, but the miferable pea* 
fern, out of the (canty morfel he has prepared for hit 
wretched family. I do not now mean', that it is a hard* 
Mp, that the rich landlord, who has his parks in luxr 
uriant grafs, fhould not contribute to this tax \ for, 
reverting to the original yiftitution, we find it is he, 
who has been a material fuffbrer, becaufe, as his land*' 
are Uable to the impofition of tithe, of courfe, bf 
fo much as they ihall be rated to return to the clergy* 
by as much will the tenant underrate them in bis 
offer for the rent of the farm ; for he knows the lands 
muft pay tithe and taxes, iet who will occupy them, 
and this fum he fliould deduft from the value of the 
rent, before he makes his bargain. > 

I would therefore conceive it is the original pro- 
prietor, on whom the tax bears the hardeft in the 
principle, but that the great evil of farming tithes, 
and the modes of collefting them, cruelly opprcfi 
the pooreft clafs of the community ; and except in 
latter years, when corn did hot bear fo immoderate a 
price, it is well known, that meadow lands were more 
profitable than tillage •, of courfe the rich farmer choli, 
the former husbandry, and one very natural reafbn 
in this county was, becauie it removed him beyond 
the reach of the griping pro&or. 

Another evil is, that, where fo many middle-men 
intervene, why not charge each of them with a pro- 

e % portion 
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portion, in they nave therein profits cktr 9 ana Ubt lottf 
the occupier with the entire tax, who pay* all of them 
dufir jpuumknrte profit*, aUdby tbeftrea*of hit brow 
they we enriched, wfeilft hit own family, wool dou* 
utih toil, know not the joys of independency or d* 
MdEngs of plenty. 

It would be an iofitlt to a rational unierfUndfcg to 
fcy, that tfaefc age. evils, which cannot be redrcflbd* 
many, though frnitlefi, have been die obvious to* 
ftewn, but which haae hitherto met with crad 



On the whole, the clergy are ill paM, the occupier 
i* diftrefled and impofed on, and the crafty pioftor it 
enndbed at the eocpence of both parties; be vavtk bo 
rooted ont, or the fyftem will ever caufe a juft com- 
pMut, and be the continual fource of difconteot and 
mifchief. 



Sect. 4. Eftablijbmtnt for the Poor. 



The great Jtbufea, which have crept into the poor 
laws of England, and the Severity of the tax fhould in- 
timidate us from encouraging a fyftem lb expeofive and 
opprelfive; yet, that fomething is ncceflary to be done 
for the poor of Ireland is an undiiputed matter* 

The fbrtft way to amafs a fund for this pnrpofe, Is 
by fubfeription, in times of plenty, appreciated accord- 
ing 



of the couwnr or catan. ss 

iiglothfcTifcriWfi tid occttpttki* of every iftdtoduai 
i&ibgieiy, betufce* oeitsufc ages«- 

Thc following fcfaem*, though aot entirety adapted 
to I*d»d» yet a faffidenqr may be eolkQcd from it, 
aecoild he Modified, few to aafwer very fully the in- 
tention. I have given it in the preceding volumes* at 
the fi^geOwD of the Dabta goti** which I here re- 
j^a& ^ 



JHrofr gf Mr. P£fT 9 $ twenty minuta advice qn th* 

POOR L4WS. 

fly/ „t . •• 

" ift. That a proper officer be appointed for fiich ex- 
tent cf diftrift as he may be fuppofed conveniently to 
inperintead» to take a lift of the names and places of 
abode, of all males above the age of eighteen, and of all 
females above the age of feventeen years, in the fame 
manner aa the lift is made out for the militia. 

« adL That every fnch male pay two-pence per week, 
and every fnch female three farthings or one penny per 
week, in the hands qf the above officer, for the purpo- 
fisa hereafter to be lpedfied, 

« ji That the above officer (hall be empowered to 
fcirnHh employment for all fnch as are willing to work, 

and who cannot find it for themfelves. 

« Whether 
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« Whether this officer (hould be chofcu 1 
rotation, after the manner of an overfeer, or whether 
he would be a permanent officer, upon an adequate 
falary, will be matter of future confideration; but, if 
the latter, he (hould be paid by the community, and 
not out of the fund. 

- « 4th. All the poor being thus fnre of employment, 
the matter or miftrefs, for whom they work, (hould be 
juftified in retaining theft fums refpeftively out of their 
wages; and, whether they do fo or not, they (hould (in 
default of the individual) be anfwerable to the officer 
for its payment; all matters and mift redes of families 
fhould in like manner be anfwerable for their fcrvants; 
and all keepers of lodging houfes, &c. for their inmates. 

« 5th. Thefe fums (hould be carried weekly to the 
general treafurer of the dwifion, who (hould give fuffi- 
dent fecurity for the fame. 

«« 6th. Out of this fund, every male, who is really in- 
capable of labour, (hould (by virtue of a certificate from 
the above 'officer) have a right to demand from the 
treafurer five (hillings per wedk for the firft fix months, 
(hould his illnefs laft fo long, and four (hillings per 
week after that period, until he again becomes capable 
of labour. 

« Every female (hould have a right to demand 
2s. 6d. per week for the firft fix months,' and after- 
wards zr. per week, until (he was again able to work; 
(he (hould be entitled to four weeks full pay at every 

« Every 
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« Every male above the age of fixty-five years, whe- 
ther capable of labour or not, fhould be entitled to 4/. 
per week daring life. Every female fhould, after the 
feme age, be entitled to receive xr. per week during 

" 7th. Any perfon having three children under nine * 
ysai* of age, fhould be entitled to 1/. 6J. per week; 
until theeldeft fhould have attained the age of nine 
years; and if he has more than three under, that age, 
he would be entitled to is. 6^ per week for each, above" 
that number; and, if any one or more of his children 
fhould happen to be fcbotick, infane, or otherwife fo far 
dttabkd, either in body or mind, as to be utterly inca- 
pable of labour, each of them fhould be considered atf 
under the age of nine years, and pud for accordingly. ' 

« If a mother fhould be left a widow, with three 
children under nine years of age, (he fhould be entitled 
to receive 5*; if with two children, ja; ,and if with 
one child, is. 64. per week ; if more than three un- 
der that age, 1/. for each above that number : it being 
admitted, that all her time is taken up by three, and al- 
lowance made for it, but that fee is incapable of look* 
ing after and taking care of a greater number. . The> 
wives of men ferving in the inilitki, and in the army or 
navy, fhould, during the abfence of their hufbands, be 
confidercd and provided for in all reipe&s as widows* ' 

« If a child fhould be left an orphan under nine yeara 
of *gfi% xr. per week fhall be allowed from the fund for> 
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it* maintenance ; if mot* than one of die feme finely, - 
ic. 6d. per week for each, above Ait number. As 
there is probably, no left frieftdftup llnorigfll the lowev 
than amongft the higher ciders of fociety, k wwold 
generally happen, that fome friend or relation of A* 
dcccafcd would gladly take charge of th& children, 
provided they could do fi> without tficoifcd loft to thaw 
{elves : thia regulation would efifofelly prevent that 
lofej and, to compeufate in feme degree, let the wast 
of parental afie&km, 64. per week more k aBowedfoi! 
the maintenance of an orphan* or 1 family of orphan^ 
than for a child, or farily of etfdtefc, wbofUH rteaift ' 
their mother. If, howevtr* any bcidgu Arnold tiHbdit» 
commonly unfbftefaase a* not to fee thns adopted,) &$ 
officer tbove mentioned AoiM be obliged to prtvidc a 
receptacle for them, which he will alwayi be able tordo 
fwr the ftun or fume above menthmedk 

« 8th. All children above nine year* of age* if in 
health, fhouM* if they have tm parents or their parent* 
are dot able to provide foe them* be put out afhe** tho 
maimer of pdriOi appeeuticei. 

u ffth. Att pcrioAs ntgfes&fag or wfnflng n» pays!*!* 
eontributkm* Aoukibe committed to haid lata** he 
the houfe of correftioa, for the $aocf of 

iotb. If the fenAtooutt any time fifll ffioet of tbd 
neceflkry demtiade upon it, the dbfi wric y BxnM be 
made up by * parHh rate, coBefadt it dm fiirie manner 
»atp^cm>botMdtfcort^ 

part 
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frirt of the naihiteda* (f<shr tksue would W n<> »**■) 
wfeo fbrok^a&affitttti^&thiCT 

TU&B OR Jl fcBJtAHB: 

tsth. If the f on A (as itoft prbb&ly woriA httffettl) 
fhould increafe beyond the necefliry A n ua A ) ufkar fc, 
the fur plus fhould on no account be diverted* to any 
other purpofe, than the benefit of the fubferibers. But 
when the price of grain exceeded that, which brings it 
eafily within the reach of the multitude, every perfon, 
who had three children or more under nine years of 
age, fhould have a right to demand iuch a fum, in pro* 
portkm to the numbc* ofchii fai§nfy,:as<wwM ifetadrthe 
tattoos fipebeflatie* of lift (taking w&e* *t in ftttMlaffil^tt 
lUriodetatc price; afidiadttdy I &&k,faiAltit&fy*te* 
the price of grain exceeds *at proportion, at wttfcfr the 
ittdiiffiriou»labourer eaaaflbrd tocoi^tomark«,feafl4 
potfey, as welt m tomnicto hiuiattStJr, Mgftittft fiM 41 
ferge femiKis fcoidd be eMtietf to recite tofoh ft* 
4* abo*e fpedfctf, aftndttgft k flfeuM bfc «*&&¥? tft 
colleft a rate for the ptfrpofe." 

Ttfo §ftem certafety *0oM ntft aftfy lfr#*ry in- 
Aiftc* to Ireland j- e8e rate wdtdd certainly ft a&f en* 
fcatf fbfrhigfr, and it would require ftteraf material 
tfterktions. iFh* **re* antf children/of afflM* laotim 
*M3l4j pr*fi$ed fc* fry aft of parliament- Mt-'ritf e*. 
dtffent elkbUAmeac fertile poor Migfet tfe&rttttfolt 
ftatoaidatf tfcefettie*j mdfi£ftth*m Q Mtx$m w* 

ad»f*t4 
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adapted, and the example fit by the proprietor of a 
laigeeftatey making it a binding clanfc on the refidents 
on his lands to obferve certain roles, the happteft coa» 
leqnences would donbdefc be- the refoh, and would 
foan be generally followed. 



Sect. 5. Lea/es; 



In the. prefent prevalent fyftem of alienation, the 
ka&s are of too long a period, though the general 
term is bat twenty one years, to which a life is added, 
of three lives without years, or thirty one years with- 
out lfres. ' Formerly, the landlord fought for a tenant 
to take his grovnd on a long leafe, and. even obliged 
him .to renew, on the expiration of his term; bat now 
there is no want of bidders for farms, at confiderably a 
higher rent more than their value* 

In lands, which are .exhaufted, and without any im- 
provement* as generally is the cafe, when the leafe 
jlrqps, the tenant, if he is folvent, o^ght to have a long 
leafe, t Jto ft<W e bun the money he muft expend, to 
bring, the. land into heart, and the prefent term is cer- 
tainly top QiQXt for that fpeculation* If it were con- 
ditioned* that leafes fliould be renewed' to the original 
tenant, if he has made certain valuable and lafting im- 
provements! 
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{movements, it would tend to general advantage, allow- 
ing a fair advance in rent, according to the. rife of the 
times , but it will be a long time before the peopk 
will have .the confidence to expend t^eir capital on a 
leafe for a flxort period ; yet- ia many parts of England 
it is conftantly done, nor have the tenants ever had 
caufe to repent their credulity. 



THE FOLLOWING ARE THE USUAL CLAUSES IN 
LEASES. 

A reservation of royalties to the proprietor; liberty 
of looking for game. 

To permit landlords to fearch for mines, making the 
tenant compenfation for damage. 

To pay all taxetf made, or hereafter to be made, 
quit and crown rent excepted. 

To do fuit and fervice at the manor court, and grind 
corn at the manor mill. 

Not to alienate under penalty of double rent, (this 
daufe not fuffidently underftood to be infilled on.) 
To join neighbour! ng tenants in making fences, and 
(cowering ditches. (This daufe lhamefully neglefted.) 

No&to pare or burn the land under the penalty pre- 
k fcribed by law. , Totatly neglefted. 

To exhibit lives or prove that they exift, once ia 

every three years. 

To 
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To oblige the tenant to reftore all dang to the 4b9| 
toadeon ucnittf under penalty of ten nnlHngy pcf 
cut-bad. 

Ans m feme new Icafes^ to reftore to the ion all tnc 
ftrzw, wUcb Mi rann yields* 



CHAP, 
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CHAP. V. 



IMPLEMENTS. 



THE beaten track of old cuftoms has hitherto pre* 
vented an improvement in this particular, and fome 
of the moft mifhapen ploughs are to be feen here. 

The three horfe plough abreaft is, however, veil 
balanced in the draught, and particularly adapted to 
this county, where, from the weak powers of their 
horfes, the yoke is too fevere for two horfes, and yet 
not fufficiently heavy for four, which gives a great 
faving ; but the principal objection to it, which is a 
material one, is that the fingle horfe is always walking 
on the ploughed ground. 

- The following draught will at once fliew the prto- 
dple of itj| as given in the reports of Monaghan. 




m«MHi(iimtgnia *~* 



Let the right line A B C reprefent the fwihdle-tree, 
to which the long chain is yoked, from four feet and a 
half to five feet long, three inches broad, and two 

thick: 
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thick: the ufual iron hooks and rings, here called 
cut weddys, are fixed to each end ; the intermediate 
fpace is next divided into three equal divifions; at 
one end (A) is fixed the tree for two horfes ; at one 
diird of the length of the beam from the point (A) 
is fixed the chain (B), by which the beam is attach- 
ed to the plough ; at the end (C) the remaining two- 
thirds of the length of the beam, diftant from the 
chaip (B), is fixed the one horfe tree; the weight 
or dntft U thus exaftly divided amongft the three 
horfes. Let the beam (A C) reprefent the Roman 
balance, fufpended by, and turning on its axis on the 
chain (B) $ the arm (B C) being twice the length of 
the arm (A B), it follows, by the known rules of that 
power, that it will require twice the weight at the 
point (A)> to aft as a counterpoife to a given weight 
at the point (C) \ or, in other words, two horfes 
pulling from the point (A), will be no more than 
a match (or counterpoife) for one horfe at the point 

The Scotch plough has been introduced by Mr. 
Murphy of Cootehill, and its fuperior powers univer- 
fally admitted •, its coft is four pounds completely 
mounted. 

The wheeled cart is too generally known to re- 
quire defcriptioa $ the farm car, for .drawing manure, 
confifts of ^long (hafts and back flats only, on which 
tjie dung balket is placed, as. the foil being in fo many 
: ^ * ""-■*• places 
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places fpiry and boggy, wheels would fink, and be 
much more laborious than the Aide, winch is {hod with 
iron. 

But in the hilly parts, the dang is carried in two 
boxes, called bardocks, flung acrofs the back of ail 
horfe, having falling bottoms, which drop the load 
without difturbing the box; thefc boxes value from 
three to four (hillings per pair. 

The fpade refembles the Englifli garden fpade, with 
two fteps, and requires to be ftrong, as the ground is 
very ftony ; the handle is alio considerably larger ; 
they coft,. when mounted, from four to fix (hUlings. 
The (hovel of the ufual ihape cofts two fhillings and 
two pence, with handle; fork ditto, one (hilling and 
feven pence halfpenny; hay-rake, eight-pence to tea 
pencg. The harrow is fmall and light, and always 
(ingle, its coft from thirteen to twenty (hillings; com- 
mon plough, one guinea and a half. 

A hoe has never been ufed in the county, but in 
gardens, nor do they ever fow their grain, or potatoes, 
in drills. 

I have fcen but one threftung machine in the county, 
yhich is at Farnfcam. 



CHA?. 
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CHAP. VL 



INCLOSING, FENCES, tie. 



EXCEPT in the vichflty of towns, and on demefne 
grounds, the fences and inclofures of Cavan are ex- 
tremely bad; of courfe, they want fhelter, and are much 
expofed. They have few ftone walls for inclofures, and 
the poor mound of earth appears more as a boundary 
mark, than a fence from cattle. 

An excellent method for thickening and laying 
hedges, which mak^s the belt defence, is to procure 
Hakes with a crook on the head, and drive them into 
the ground with a hatchet, confining the branch, which 
is nicked and laid down ; care fhould be taken to keep 
the (hoots well trimmed, which will quickly thicken 
the fence ; double ditches are not now made, as was 
formerly the cafe, lands being fo very dear; but it is 
bfolutely neceflary in reclaimed bog, to indole it with 
a double ditch, which ought to be wide at top, fo that 
trees might be planted, with which this kind of foil ad- 
mirably agrees, and the nature of this fence makes ** 

fure 
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fate prote&ion to the trees, from young cattle; but tp 
plant trees .09 the tops of fingle ditches, it is ten to oqe, 
if ever they come to maturity, as they are fo expofed tp 
cattle, and other accidents, by which means the ditch 
is broken down, and the expenfe goes for nothing. 
Quicks make the belt fence, and will thrive in every 
foil; they fhould be carefully , hoed, and earthed up for 
two years, and attention had to weeding |hem. In 
making ditches, where the fluff thrown out of the 
dyke is wet, it fhould be done by degrees, and not 
heap too much loofe fluff together, as its own weight 
will consequently burft it, before it is fettled; af- 
ter a little is thrown up, it fhould be permitted to 
Jiarden, and worked in dry weather, and after fome 
time to throw up more, until the whole is completed. 
The month of March is an excellent feafon for this 
work, but to ditch in wet weather, infures perpetual 
repairs and trouble, and a non-attention to the proper 
feafon for this work is the caufe of fo much expenfe 
attending it, and makes it difcouraging to the farmer. 



WALLS. 

The Inclofure of walls is little attended to in Cavan; 
but a dry wall co]>ed at top with mortar, and dafhed, 
siabes an excellent and neat fence, and is by no means 
expenfive; a wall of this defcription, fix feet high, two 
v f ' and 



6S STATISTICAL StJRVEV 

and a half feet at bottom, reduced to eighteen inchek 
at top, will be a good proportiop. This is an excellent 
Inclofure for a paddock. 



f ARM YARDS. 

Hitherto, there has been little concern paid to offi- 
ces! or farm yards, nor is their difpofition here to be 
recommended; they feem to be ere&ed without plan or 
method, and occafional additions built as they found 
the want of offices. At Farnham a great extent of 
ground is covered with good offices, and an inclofed 
yard apart for every particular ufe *, thofe immediately 
adjoining the houfe poffefs all that convenience which 
is neceflary for ip extenfive an eftablifhment. More 
generally, if the neceflary offices are erefted, they feem 
to think it quite fufficient, and appear to be ignorant 
of the importance of an inclofed yard. With the lower 
clafs, their cow or horfe have a corner of the cabin 
afligned to them, when they are too poor to ereft a 
ftable or cow-houfei and this is too frequently the cafe 
on abfentee property* 

The immenfe quantities of manure, which a farm 
yard would treafure, would foon repay the expenfe'of 
the wait, and where is the foil, on which fuch manure 
would better tell, than on the hills of Cavan, or the Tal- 
lies when drained ? 

The 
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The moft important office in the farm-yard is the 
barn! the fite of which requires particular attention ; 
this office (hould confifl of two {lories in the rear, an4 
but one in front ; of courfe, it fhould be built on the 
fide of a rifing ground, and the floor joifted, and board- 
ed with oak ; this precludes the poflibiKty of vermin 
burrowing beneath, and a very convenient office is 
gained under it. 

We little confider the deftru&ive confequences of 
vermin, which to fome farmers are more grievous than 
all the other taxes they pay ; and how little manage* 
ment will place corn beyond their reach ? 

A barn thus conftru&ed, may be built completely 
for from twenty to thirty pounds, and about twenty 
Ihillinga will pay for a fet of (lands and caps for a 
corn (lack, where they commit the greateft plunder ; 
how often have farmers refufed an exorbitant price for 
their corn, and left it to be devoured by rats and mice, 
when their market had fallen?— -Thefe caps for corn- 
flands (hould be twenty-fix inches in diameter, ten 
of which to projeft from the pillar, and to be concaved 
underneath bars a paflage; but the negligent cuftom of 
leaving a fork, or any other (lick againft the (lack, is 
the readied way for vermin to creep up. 



p a ume 
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tIME jflLNS. 



A« the manure of lime in every ftage is fo excellent 
for the foil of this country, I herewith give the plan of 
an improved kiln, which exceeds by above one half, the 
quantity of lime it returns, for that of culm confumed. 
It has been found by experience, that the lime, which hag 
been burned with turf, is dot fo ftrong or fo powerful 
a manure as that burnt with culm} for building it is 
unqueftionably of no fuch value* and Cavan poffefles 
culm enough, if the proprietors fhould have the fpirit 
to work their collieries. The deep and clay grounds 
of this county are powerfully affifted by lime, which, 
when applied hot from the kiln,, will be found to have 
the beft effeft; but on their moors and bogs, there is 
no other manure will work fo rapid a change, and pre- 
pare them for meadow, yielding crops the molt luxuri- 
ant, and the fweeteft herbage. 

This county is naturally fertile, and wants but a lit- 
tle affiftance to render it extremely fo; every material, 
but limeftone, is in abundance; the cetitre of the coun- 
ty is beft furnifhed with this valuable mineral, and 
were a navigation adopted, how readily would this be 
fupplied ? Can there be a greater proof of its extraor- 
dinary virtue on this foil, than the journeys and ex- 
pence 



IMPROVED LIME KILN, 

INVENTED BY 

THOMAS JAMES RAWSON, ESQ^ 

OF CARDINGTON % 

IN THE 

COUNTY OF KILDARE. 
To face page 68 — County of Cavan Survey. 




A lime-kiln (hould be made as high as the fituation of the 
ground will admit ; 20 feet is better than 16, 30 better than 
20. The fides mould be perpendicular. The annexed view 
is for 20 feet high ; the proportions (hould vary with the 
height, At bottom a metal plate with holes, mould be placed 
fix inches above the lower part, to admit air, and for the 
ihovel to run on in drawing. 

The drawing part mould be fix feet ; width, 8 feet ; per- 
pendicular fides, 14 feet ; on the head a cap is placed, formed 
like an extinguisher, brought to a hole at top of 1 2 inches 
diameter ; in the fide of the cap an iron door, with a latch is 
placed, to admit the charging the kiln, and to be kept clofe 
ihut. A kiln built on this plan will barn 9 barrels of lime 
for each of culm, and any fized (tones may be thrown io. 
Two active labourers mud attend it. 
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pence the poor peafants fubmit to for it, carrying it 
from twelve to fourteen miles to their little farms, and 

-even obliged to purchafe it at the quarry ? 

v. 

ROADS. 

The roads of Cavan are extremely bad, and ill con- 
trived ; a ftraight line feems to have been the moil 
defirable objeft of our predeceffors in this particular, 
no matter how many hills, or I may fay mountains, 
oppofed them. In a country, where the entire face 
pr^fcnts oply fipall hills, it would flrike the ideas of 
a perfbn, who never faw it, that in the winding of the 
Tallies a road might be found, without encountering 
the higheft tops of the hills'; and true it is, that I 
believe no hilly country is better difpofeS for fuch 
roads than Cavan, though I muft allow the materials 
the country affords are but poor for this purpofe; 
of limeftoue gravel they have none, but of a greed 
and red flaty flag, which foon pulverizes, they have 
abundance, and it is durable for about fix months. In 
other counties, where they have the befl: materials, 
they do. not leave the roads for a year's repair, but 
they gravel them as they may require it at every affi- 
les 5 yet in Cavan, where thefe are not durable, the 
Gra^d Jury .prefeots for roads at one affizes only* 
thus the ta^fallp heavy on the poor man, whereas, if 
it were divided, he might be better able to pay it. 

la 
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In fummcr months he is molt liable to be obliged to 
buy his provisions, as his little flock may be exhauft- 
ed, and unfortunately it is, that at that time he is 
called on fpr the tax, and, if I am well informed, 
much of the mifchief is attributed to the arrears and 
confufion, in which the cefs is involved > thefe are 
matters, which require a radical reformation. 



TUSK WORK. 

* > 

The rural bufinefs of this county, which is paid foe 
by talk work, is mowing, threfhing, ditching, and 
turf rearing ; for the former the price is agreed on 
between the parties, according to the weight of the 
fwarth ; for the bell meadow five (hillings per acre, 
and progreflively to its value : from the irregular face 
of the ground, they more commonly agree by the 
quantity to be mowed in the grofs, and not by an acre- 
able charge; when they mow fpr daily hire, they 
are paid t\yo (hillings with milk or been The farms 
are fq fmall, and the tillage of courfe fo proportioned, 
that the inmates of the farm generally do all the ru- 
ral bufinefs ; thofe, who employ threfhers, pay eight 
pence per barrel of fourteen ftone for oats, one {hil- 
ling bere or barley, of wheat they have little or none. 
Ditching is only to be feen on the lands of gentry, 
who pay eighteen pence* per. running perch, for ma- 
king 
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kiagaditcTi fevcn feet in depth, and fix feet wide 
' at top,, reduced to- two. and a half at bottom. 

Quicks are (old in the markets at from four to fiv* 
{hillings per thdufend. . Reaping is done by daily pay, 
and they have never the high Wages here, which in 
Leinfter are paid fqt this work* one fluUing per darj 
is generally' the higheft price; for binding, and all 
wprkdone by women to; the fieM, frpm four to As 
pence halfpenny per. day; 

• Tuff cutters will ean* one (hilling and four pence 
per day, where they wprk by talk, or one (hilling 
for daily pay; diet, is very feldom included in any 
of thefe branches. 

The average wages of handicrafts, fuch as carpen- 
ters, mafons, weavers, coopers, fmiths, thatchers^ 
&c. amounts to two (hillings per day, pr to oi*e (Jul-r 
ling and four pence with diet. 

The weavers, of whom there are one or more in 
every houfe, will earn from one (hilling to eighteen 
pence per day, I mean the journeymen \ the man, who 
works for himfelf, will fometimes not make more, 
and at times, his labour will return him above five 
(hillings, perhaps the average may be two (hik 

Bogs* 

As thefe reports are printed in this prefent out-line^ 
merely to lay the foundation of a more perf eft work, IJhall 
flow enter into a minute account of the prefent flate and 
cjfflqms of each barony, fo that every individual of this 

county, 
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iowVty, i*to tohofe hands this hook may fat?, may turn 
1 to that particu/dr party where his beat concerns lie, and 
latib which he is boft acquainted 3 by this means, be can 
with isery Utile trouble print out any defeSts or onufionslo 
inayfind, which tan be readily corrteled in another edition, 
Und a mot* perfect flan tan he adopted after the neceffary 
information is tilltcled. In the volumes I hart* already 
had the h&not to prt/ent to the Dublin Society, this plan 
has met their approbation ; and in th* jftlMwing bar&tdal 
tout, each article, as Juggefied itt their detail of matter 
fir thvcJHgation> will be enquired iid*+ 



CtiAP, 



OF THE COUNTY OF CAVAN. 73 



CHAP. vn. 



BARONY OF LOUGHTEE. 

SECTION I. 
Agriculture. 

1THE culture is maftl/ performed with the fpade, 
and in fome places by two horfes abreaft where they 
plough, which is chiefly the lea oiily for potatoes ; or 
witii many, they only mark out the ridgefr "with the 
plough, fpread the dung on the graft, on which is 
laid the feed, and throw up the earth from the trench ; 
about three fifths of their land is under tillage 5 oats 
bear a proportion of twenty to one, to all other grain. 
Flax always follows potatoes, and is fucceeded by oats. 
If they fow wheat, it is only after a fummer's fal|ow, 
and but in a final! proportion, and the crop by no means 
repays the expenfe fo well as oats, as the produce is 
trifling, and the grain impoveriflied« 

At Parnham only, are taen ufed in the plough^ 
they arc hamefled by the neck yoke, and alfo worked 
from the horn, in a manner I have not before oWcrved, 

as 
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as the bar is behind the horn, and anfwers like a neck 
yoke to couple the oxen together; but there are 
cufliions {trapped acrofs the forehead and round the 
horn, from the lower part of which Is a considerable 
{hare of the draught, for which reafon I cannot think it 
at all equal to Mr. Darby's method, of Leap-caftle, in 
the King's county; a plan of which is annexed, and it 
is by far the more Ample yoke ; befides, there is no 
draught on the horn* which is a very tender part, and 
fliould not be opprefled. 

Here, there is no market for grain, as all the corn is 
brought to market in meal. Oatmeal and potatoes arc 
the only articles of.provifion for fale in any of the mar- 
kets of the county. If oats are wanted for purcha(e, 
the farmers houfes ar£ the places 'reforted to., 
. At Farnhajn only is green food cultivated; rape, 

. cabbages, and turnips, are there produced in abun- 
dance, and flail-feeding conftantly attended to, 01^ a 

. ycry large fcale^ and to a coniiderable profit. 



MARLE. 



This fpecies of manure will be fouod to anfwer c^n 
treraely we# with the told clays of this country, it 
being highly calcareous, and fliould be fpread on 
ploughed ground ; the bell time to apply it is ia %n- 

mer, 



YOKE FROM THE HORN. 
To fact page 74 — County Cavan Survey. 
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Fig. 1 . This Yoke confifts of a flat piece of afh, about eight 
inches wide in the middle, and reduced to about three inches 
at the ends, (falling off like the handle of a battledore,) and 
is proportioned in length to the fize of the ox, the object 
being juft to clear his fides from the traces, or chains, by 
this is meant the diftance between the letters, A. A. This 
board is lined with woollen cloth, and Huffed with hair. To 
an iron (tape affixed at either end is hooked a long trace or 
chain, which reaches from the extremities of the fwindle- 
tree : it mud be obferved, that the draught is confequently 
from the neck, where the ftrength of that animal prevails, 
and not at all from the horns, to which the board is only 
(trapped, to prevent its falling off; fo that the ox, rather 
pufhes than pulls in this yoke. For further particulars, and 
experiments, See King's County Reports, Chapter 8, Barony 
of Ballibritt. 

Fig. 2. Reprefents the back-band for the horn yoke, the 
infide is fluffed with hair, the circles at A. are plates of iron, 
nailed to the wood, which is of afh, fourteen inches long, 
and three and an half broad, concaved within, to lie acrofs 
the back of the ox : from either end hangs a chain of five 
links, to which the traces are hooked up. 
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after, and it ihould be laid on with regularity and, even? 
nefi, in order that the rain and dews may defcend 6n 
it, and drive into the ground the virtue it contains, 
which are fixed falts ; thefe felts being mixed with the 
natural falts of the earth, on which it is fpread, now 
very a&ively commence their operations on the foil, 
and caufe it to turn up tilly and friable, and th$ longer 
reft the ground has toad; the better it is prepared for 
this manure, as the natural falts fuch land poflefles, 
are in a ftronger proportion, and more revigorated 
than ground, which has been lately under a longcourfe 
of tillage ; with new grouhd, it will apply with ftili 
mote efficacy; I have heard it mentioned, that it is 
very injurious to barley, until brought down previoufly 
with other crops. 

In ground, which has been limed, it is too often the 
fcafe, that farmers fuppofe they have laid in an inex- 
Jiauftlble ftock of revigorating matter, and opprefs the 
foil with repeated crops of corn, without an intermedi- 
ate vegetable one, which would confidetaMy renew it, 
arid on fuch worn but ground marie will be found 
particularly nutritious; for ground, which has long 
been under corn, becomes too loofe, and its falts and 
fulphurs are exhaufted and abforbed by the atmof- 
pher ; whereas the marie confines the fulphurs of the 
foil within itfelf, and prepares it for new aftiqn. 

In this country, marie is found moftly in low moift 

bottoms, contiguous to moors, and can be raifed at a 

fmall 
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fmall expenfe. The beft time for its application is in 
July or Auguft, and being evenly fpread, it would be 
advHeable to harrow k into the ground. 

Before any further trouble is taken, let it be expofed 
to rain, which, I hare already (hewn, particularly affifts 
and haftens its powers. 

After feveral crops, k will be found to make the 
ground very loofe and crumbly, and a crop of peas 
will foon flatten it, which I have heard recommended. 
The affinity, which marie bears to limeftone in its natu- 
ral properties on the foil, is fo extremely obvious, that 
it would appear, as if they were one and the lame fub- 
ftance reduced into different ftages; and it is well 
known, that by expofing marie to the influence of (git 
water, it quickly petrifies, and is changed into a hard 
ftone. 

-The colours of marie are white, grey,, black, blup, 
and red. The black marie I have feen proved of ex* 
traordinar y powers, but the white and blue are the 
only colours* which marles here have. 

Where ligteftane does opt abound, marie may be 
ftfely applied j on dry lands it is better to apply the 
foftcr part of the marie* and Spread the {tiff cipggy 
made on the moLCt ground. ; . . j. 



Sect. 
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Sect. 2. Pqfture* 

This country is exceedingly grafly,. which varies 
from & ftrong coarfe fpiry grafs, to a very delicate and 
luxuriant blade, but the foil is not inclined to much 
other herbage. The breed of cattle appears to have 
fome very good points, and with attention might be 
brought to be extremely fo, by introducing good bulls 
into the country. At Farnham, the breed of black 
Cattle is very fine, and brought from Devon and Leicef- 
terfliire, at a he^vy expenfe. Lord Farnham has lately 
given one hundred and forty guineas for two cows. 

On this extenfive eftate, the tenants have the advan- 
tage of the bed: bulls gratis; but they fear to admit 
them amongft their cows, as they all hold fuch a fmall 
quantity of land, and keep cows only for dairy pur- 
poies; and it is certain the improved breed are very in- 
ferior to the native Irifh in this refpeft, though they 
fatten on ? lefs quantity 7 of ground, and a poorer paf- 
ture, and will nearly double the weight of our flock in 
the like fpace of time-, yet they by no means yield fo 
much milk. 

The markets or fairs for cattle are very bad, and I 
apprehend in a great meafure £>, for want of encou- 
ragement. 

Why 
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Why fhould there not be held a great annual fair for 
cattle in the province of Ulfler ? — It will be anfwered, 
becaufe the country is not engaged in feeding, nor the 
foil fo productive of luxuriant graft ; but I conceive 
it is, becaufe the country is lefs improved in agriculture, 
that it has riot fo luxuriant herbage, and, of courie, is fo 
inconsiderably occupied hi feeding. 

On viewing the foil, wfe find it has depth fhfficieot, 
and that there are materials enough at hand to amelio- 
rate it, and prepare it for gfafs, to which it is naturally 
inclined. It is no difficult matter then to change a 
fcoarfe grafs to a better quality, and, here where it has 
been done, we find cattle fatted to great weight' and 
profit. Several neighbouring counties arc alio grafTy, 
and want but draining, to produce excellent found 
walks. 

If an annual fliew of cattle was encouraged, it would 
be a very leading ftep to fo defirable a purpofe. This 
matter could dertainly not be expefted to take place 
with very rapid ftrides, much difficulty would oppofe 
it, and it would require a very great patronage to for- 
ward it. Should fuch a (hew be ever eftablifhed, Bel- 
turbet town has numerous advantages to recommend 
it as the place of meeting. General prices of cattle at 
fairs are extremely high, in a confiderably greater pro- 
portion than in the counties of Munfter, and they are 
in much worfe condition. 

Lord Farnham, who has infinitely the beft ftock, 
fends his cattle to Smithfield market; there is no other 

principal 
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principal feeder in the county; hu Lordfl&p ftalUfceds 
his bullocks with rape and hay, and fattens them very 
frequently to forty or fifty guineas price. It muft be 
obferved, the parks of Fafnham are finely reclaimed* 
and eqttal to feed to a great weight, and (hew what 
improvement could be made in the agriculture of this' 
county. Thefe reclaimed lands are now fo profitable, 
as to repay many times the original, coft; I fpeak of 
lifeful improvements on the lands only. 

The ornamental grounds are' not confidered as 
yet. 

The oxen ate cbnftantly houfed to winter, on the 
lands of Farnham, and return a great fupply of ma- 
ture; they, are littered with bog-ftuff, over which is a 
layer of ftraw. 

Artificial grades have not been fuccefsfully culti- 
Vatedj but clover thrives admirably. 

The late Lord Farnham had fome fainfoin and 
tiniothy grafs fowed, but they did not fucceed ; this is 
eafily accounted for, as the quarry appears within two 
{pades depth of the greater part of the demefne, and 
tfce fainfoin being a tap-rooted plant, which {hoots 
very deeply into the foil, before it comes to any vigour, 
it could not, of courfe, thrive here. 

In this barony, the hay is made in cap-cocks, very 
(mall, teaded out often, and gets quite too much of the 
weather, then trammed into fmall cocks, two of which 
are made contiguous to each other, and in a few days 

joined 



* 
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joined in one; in this ftate, it is let to lie for feveraj 
weeks in the meadow, and much of the, tops and bo** 
toms of the cocks go to wafte; the ground they Aand 
on is fcalded, and will give no grafs the next year ; and* 
when the hay is drawn home, the after-grafs, which ia 
then arrived to its full vigour, is cut np and trampled* 
If the climate is fuch, as I have heard advanced, that 
hay cannot be drawn home in lap-cocks as in England, 
forely it might be made in (mail cocks in the haggard, 
and thus the fine after-grafs, which is fo valuable, 
would be fpared from the \tafte it now is liable to. 

Of hides and tallow, what the country affords, are 
manufactured in Cavan town; price of the former, from 
thirty-five to fifty (hillings per cwt. this laft year; and 
of tallow, from {even (hillings and fixpenc^, to eight 
Shillings and fixpence per ftone. Of wool there is yet 
no manufactory; but one is now about to be eftabtiihed 
by Lord Farnham. , 



COMPARATIVE VIEW OF GRASS AND TILLAGE LANDS. 



It is a matter worth oui* enquiry, whether in finail 
farms it were to the advantage of the occupiers to keep 
them under tillage or grafs; but in the prefent divifion ' 
of the land* of this country, the matter does not fairly 

apply, 
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apply, as 20 acres of ground ihould be the leaft quan- 
tity! where a ftifficient profit would He reaped from the 
farm. 

Hence it would appear* that allotments of land are 
too fmall here, and badly managed; doubtlefs, they are 
fo, and the bufinefs of the loom and of agriculture 
would furely thrive better, if feparately and diftinftly 
followed. I mean not to deprive the weaver of Itfs 
garden; that he fhould certainly have to relax from 
the fedentary buiinefs of the loom ; but I would by all 
means fend him to that market for his provifions, to 
which he brings his commodity. 



/ 
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Abatement of the Stock of a graft and tillage farm tf 
twenty acret—eaci. 

STOCK FQ& TIJUAGB JFA&M. 



Rest* at joj. per acre, • - 


3* 








Tithe* aad taxes, &. per acre, 


6 








Two hop&s* • . 


ao 


a 





Plough and tackle, 


2 


5 


6 


Harrow, - ^ 





15 





Other implements, as (hovels, fpades, 








pickax, forks, &c. 


2 


5 


6 


Shoeing, per year, 


3 


10 





Keeping two horfes the winter half- 








year, at 4 cwt. of hay per week, with 








pafture hay, 3/. per cwt. 


l S 


12 





Oats, for ditto, fix barrels, at 10/. per 








barrel, - ... 


3 








Seed for 16 acres, fay oats, twenty- 








eight ftone to the acre, and 10/. 








per barrel of fourteen ftone, - 


16 


0. 





Labour of a boy the year round, at 








6d. per day. - ' . 


7 


16 





£• *°7 









Stock 
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Stock of a graft farm, twenty acres. 



Rent, 3 ox, per acre, 


3° 





. 


Tithe in the county for hay, 








6 


Taxes, 6d. per acre, 





id 





Dairy implements, 


3 


9 





One Jiorfe only wanted to take the 








' dairy produce to market in fummer, 


10 


O 





Shoeing and grafs, 


a 


s 


6 


Eight cows, at 61. each, 


48 


"0 





Hay-making, additional labour, 


1 








Boy, the year round, 


7 


U 





Implements of hufbandry, and car, 


3 


8 


3 


* 


106 





3 



Thus it appears, that the fum neceflary to flock the. 
tillage farm exceeds that for the grafs farm. 

But let us now fee the creditor fide of thefe ac- 
counts, and the difference becomes very ferious ; the 
fixteen acres of oats, and the ftraw the farmer has to 
fpare, will fcarcely repay his expences, and he has the 
profits of the other four acres to live on. 



C 2 Grafs 
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Grafs Farm. 

CREDITOR. 

£> ' #. *. 

To 8 cows, at 10/. per cow profit,' 80 do 
To the litter of fows fed from the 

dairy, fay 20 pigs per annum, at 

forty Shillings, - 

Dedtift expences, 
Balance, 

Allow the dairy farmer the like profits as the tillage 
farmer for his fupport, and we fee that there is a ba- 
iance in his expences, in his favour, of 13/. 19/. 9*/., 
and his flock to the good. 

Encreafe the number of acres on the farm, and the 
proportion is ftill more confiderable in favour of 
dairy hufbandry, and the value of manure, which is 
made, is incalculable; befides, what little anxiety is here 
required, and how finooth goes on the regular care of 
the dairy, which no weather prevents ? — Except in fea- 
fons when corn bears an immoderate price, the farmer to 

make 



40 





120 , 
106 


3 
3 


£•'3 19 


9 
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make out his rent, not to fay to have a profit, mud 
himfelf hold the plough, and have a fon to drive it; 
his ftock of cattle is infufficient to fupply manurfc for 
the land, and he is too poor to purchafe it; and thui 
the farm quickly is impoverifhed. 

As to the occupier advantages refult in grazing, fo 
to the! landed proprietor. will' they hold equally good. 

A grafs farm cannot be exhaufted by bad manage- 
ment, as a tillage farm may, in injudicious hands, and 
the grafs farm does not require half the e^pences of 
offices, which the other does; a cow-houfe *nd dairy 
only are requifite here; under the roof of th^ dwell- 
ing the dairy will be afforded^ and the moft comfort- 
able cow-houfe I- have feen with a poor man, fufficient 
for twenty cows, was had at only the expenfe of the 
walls, on which the hay-rick was mad?; this held as a 
covering, fo long as fhelter was required in winter, 

-The ftable, the barn, and the granary, will bear Ho 
comparifon to this; befides, they will all require re- 
pairs; fuppofing a pafture farm out of leafe, how much 
more valuable is it to the proprietor {han that under 
tillage? 

The heavy burthen attending a farm }s the expence 
of horfes; go on a large fcale, and fay fifteen acres 
may be comfafTed by one horfe; for a farm of five 
hundred acres of tillage, 33 horfes will be required. 
Whereas, In dairy hufbandry four or five will do all 
the work of the like extent. In the latter end of this 

boo£, 



«6 STATISTICAL SURVEY 

book I ihall endeavour to fticw, that the moft perfeft 
hufbandry is to connedi both purfuits. I only here 
ftate the balance in favour of dairy, when the farmer 
choofes to confine himfelf to one only. 



S^ct.^. Farms, 

Are generally finally but yet confidcrably larger 
than in other parts of the country ; the average here 
may be fifteen acres. 

The houfes have little to recommend them, being 

poor indeed, except on Lord Farnham's eftate, where 

they are nppr ere&ing very neat and commodious farm 

houfes, . confiding of every neceflary apartment, and 

two flories high. Thefe are built at a no lefs coft 

than fixty pounds each, which is quite too much. 

i 
When the tenant builds, he is fupplied with timber 

from his Lordfhip's woods, but he muft bear all other 

expenfes. 

Leafes are more generally for three lives, or thirty-* 

one years, but a very confiderable traft is h$ld at will* 

and, of courfe, has no appearance of improvements 

Tenants pay all cefs$ one horfc may be the proportion 

to ten acres, but they hire and bprrow occafionally 

from each other. Fields are in fize from about three 

to 
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to four acres | the fences are tolerably good in partial 
fpots. On the Farnham cftate fevcral of them are wcH 
quicked, and drefled with care and judgment; from 
thence to Virginia looks like a bleak unheritable 
common. 

Draining is fcarcely at all attended to, but in de- 
mefne grounds. In Farnham the drains are numerous, 
yet the land ftUl inclines to «uftes. After having 
marked out the drain about eighteen inches in breadth, 
the fed is flcinned off, and the drain funk from four- 
teen to eighteen inches, a the centre of which is funk 
another narrow pipe about four inches fquare * fame- < 
times they fod this pipe over, as is deibibfid in tie 
Monaghan Survey, or they lay flags over k as a fiibfli- 
tute for fads, and the fod, which is cat out, is laid in ks 
own place again, after the trench is filled with day. 
Tbefe drains have all fame good effeft, but yet Swill 
never reach the evil eflfeftually, until the foil is open* 
ed ; for the furface is a loam of a porous and fpungy 
fabftance, which quickly Imbibes the f am and moifture, 
and defcends on the A\S day, chat lies immediately tra- 
der it: this can only be opened by gravel to Separate the 
foil, or by highly fermenting manures, 'which require a 
confiderabie expenoe. In its prefent ftatc it aniwers 
wdl for graft, and, will give an excellent paftare § the 
other procefs might make it good tillage land, then 
why change the face of nature to difadvaatage ? 

1 Marie, 
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Iftarle, limeftone, and limeftone gravel, are all found 
here, yet partially confined to this neighbourhood. . 



HOEING. 

Hoeing of crops, which is never pra&ifed in this 
county, cannot be fufficiently recommended, where the 
deep clays are fo favourable for this important branch 
of husbandry ; the horfe-hoe is evidently the moft de- 
ferable, and leaft expeofive implement, and the manner 
of the (owing of the corn in this county is favourable 
to it, but would ftill be more fo, if th$ ridges, on which 
the corn is fowed, were lefe wide; this would foonlead 
into drill hufbandry, the fuperjor advantages of which, 
when ihown, would never be abandoned. 

The 'great weight of labour in Cavan is manual, 
and worked with the fpade, to which this inftrument, 
which I would recommend, comes very near in its 
operation; its ufe is exactly the fame. The grain, 
when fowed, requires the natural food of the earth to 
vegetate it, and bring it to perfection; this food is ex- 
haufted in a great meafure by the roots of the plant 
lying dormant in it, and this implement conveys a frefli 
fupply of food to the roots, which is new earth; 
for the* greater the a&ion and room for fpreading 
which the roots have, which is doubtlefs encreafed by 

ioofening 
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loofening the foil with the hoe, the greater and more 
luxuriant will be the crop j for it does not depend fo 
much on the quantity of the furface being under grain,' 
as it does on the foil being frequently ftirred and 
loofened in a due proportion, which proves the benefits 
of drill hufbandry ; to overftock the furface is, to wafte 
the feed; and to ftarve the plants produced from it, 
not having nutriment fufficient tp bring them to per- 
fection. 

Though in the broadcaft hufbandry the corn may 
look beft in fpring, yet it never has fo good a produce 
as that drilled, as has been fully exemplified by nume- 
rous experiments* and the crop, which was dunged in 
the fame field, was considerably inferior to that hoed, 
which had no dung. - 

When I come to fpeak of drill hufbandry, this fub- 
jeft will again come into confideration, and the nume- 
rous difedvantages, attending the abufe of the broadcaft, 
will only require a little attention to carry with it clear 
demonftration. The fureft evidence is experiment % I 
could wi(h that drilling was only tried, and I am confi- 
dent it would be found, in every confideration, fuperior 
to the broadcaft, which it is high time to explode for 
ever. 



Sect- 
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Sect. 4. General SubjeQs* 



The population of this diftrift is very great* and the 
abundance of fuel is no fecondary caufe for it. Six to 
a houfe is not beyond the average return, and the 
people are more engaged in hulbandry than in ma- 
nufacture, comparatively with ether parts of this 
county. Cavan, which is the chief town, is pretty 
large,, but its market but inconfiderablej the main 
flreet has fome excellent aftd well built houies, but 
the other ftreets are narrow* and very ill built and 
{haggling. The environs are diigufting with mean 
cabins, almoft obfeured with the dunghills heaped in 
front. 

This is too much the defcriptioa of the vicinity of 
every town in the county. 

Tarn, "which is fo confiderable a commodity in their 
markets, is but little fold here, and very much under 
the price, which it brings in other towns. Potatoes are 
Ibid in bulk by the fack, and meal both by weight 
and meafure. 

The gaol is a ftrong excellent building, but not 
roomy enough, and a large military force is always 
quartered here, where is alfo a confiderabk depot for 
tnHttary (lores. Three ftage coaches run through this 
town. Until the aft of Union it returned two mem- 
bers 
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bers to parliament. The patronage^ of the borough 
was jointly in the Clements and Nefbit families. The 
weekly* market is held on Tuefdays; a very confi- 
derable eftablifhment, worth above eight hundred 
pounds per annum, is afforded for the fchool of this 
town, yet by no means on that large fcale, for which 
its funds are adequate. I have not feen the grant or 
patent, on which it depends, fo I cannot fay, with 
whom lies the^ fault for its negle&. The gentleman,, 
who nominally prefides at prefent, has lorig enjoyed the 
emoluments, and configned the fchool concerns toade* 
puty for his fuperintendance ; but does this anfwer 
the original and benevolent deflgn of the royal founder? 
did he mean, that his generous donation was to become 
the individual property of a nominal matter* and th# 
on the management of his deputy the credit of the fc- 
minary was to be founded? But fuch a man, as, the kt* 
Rev. Mr. Meares, who fo worthily difcharged that im» 
portant office, rarely appears In fuch .a fituationj had 
that gentleman the full emoluments of the fchool, 
which he fo well deferved, perhaps the eftablHhmeot 
would have been extended on that fcale, for which it* 
revenues- are fo ample. 

Several other fuch feminaries in Ireland are fapporU 
ed by grants of immenfe trafts of land, and, it is well 
known, fome of them are well attended taj yet It it 
notorious, that the great emoluments, which, refult to 
Individuals, might be extended more generally on fuch 

Hfcale 
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a fcale as. would better provide for the education of 
youth. To elucidate this matter requires a little ex- 
planation of the minutiae of thefe eftabliftiments, of 
which, I believe, the following will be found to be a 
correct ftatement. 

The fchool lands are held by the dccupiers on the 
like terms as Bifhop's lands, that is, by leafe of twenty- 
one years ; revenues far beyond what is immediately 
neceflary for the principal to derive *re yielded to him, 
yet in no proportion is his intereft equal to that of the 
1^/Tee, who derives from him, and whofe rents are lit- 
tle more ar prefent, (in fome cafes exaftly the fame J 
than they were when the fchool was firft founded ; 
fmall fines at fliort periods fecure the renewal of the 
leafes, and as the incumbent is ignorant who is to be 
his fucteflbr, he, of courfe, is attentive only to his indi- 
vidual intereft. Thus we find, that fome of thefe eftar 
blilhments would, if fet to the value of the lands, re- 
turn at leat five, in fome inftances ten times the prefect 
revenue, which ftiews what a fund now exifts for the 
education of youth, if it were managed to good ac- 
count. 

The original intention being founded on a broad and 
liberal leak, a great deal of reprehenfion lies with thofe, 
who hold fo facred a charge, and yet negleft their duty 
in not carrying it into effe&j nor can it be confidered 
lefs than a national diigrace, that it has not long ago 
been fettled by parliament on a fure and lafting foun- 
dation. 
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datioik On fuch an important concern as tb« educa- 
tion of our youth, it is fhameful that individual, intereft 
has fo long preponderated; it is high time that mono? 
poly fhould giye place to the. general good, and, where 
the funds are adequate to very extenfive eftablifhments, 
good fie war ding is only required to render fuch de- 
firable purpofes fully productive. 

In this town is alfo the court-houfe, and the county 
infirmary, which is w§ll attended to, and to which the 
jcounty pay one hundred pounds annually; the gentry 
alfo fubfcribe liberally ta this excellent inftitution, and 
government has the nomination of the furgeon ; there 
is a good tpill-fite alfo, but the mill is in. ruins* There 
are alfo fix houfes for widows, a fund for which was 
bequeathed, in the profits of a good farm, by a lady 
of the Lanefborough family, which the truftees fee are 
duly appropriated,, according to the will of the hu- 
mane founder. 

AH the land around the town is excellent, and in a 
high ftate of perfeftion-, the town parks ihow how, 
grateful a foil has been improved, and the fences are 
well kept j the average value may be judged at five 
pounds per acre. All the corn in this diftriS, and in- 
deed, throughout Cavan, is trenched, and fown on high 
ridges, )uft as potatoes are fown* fo that, before the 
corn fhoots high, the whole county would appear to 

* a Leinfter farmer, as if under potatoes. This crop 

* they never drill; in fbme places they could not attempt 

it 



$4 , STATISTICAL SURVEY 

h without previous draining, where the ground is ft> 
wet, that the crop could not be earthed up, but with 
the (pade-and (hovel. 

Approachhrg the vicinity of towns, the habitations 
rf the farmers are better ; the general coft of fuel may 
be four pence the kifti of turf on the bog, which horfes 
may be hired to draw, at one {hilling and (even pence 
halfpenny per day. 

Food principally is potatoes and oatmeal, and al- 
ways good wholefome vegetables in the fummer feafon, 
of which beany make a principal {hare; formerly much 
bacon was conftmed in the cabins, but not fo now; 
fince the war, the price has been (b much encreafed. 

The clothing frizes, which are made at hcpne, or 
thole for fale are had from Connaught ; the general, 
coft o£ this article from two (hillings and (ixpence, td 
three (hillings per yard. The price of potatoes. will 
average about three pence per ftone, and oatmeal ten 
Shillings and fix pence per cwt. not taking the tw<o fcarce 
years into account. 

Wages, (even pence to eight pence through the year, 
for conftant employment to both cottier and labourer, 
which is extraordinary, as the former' has the advan- 
tages of a houfe and half an acre for, twenty (hillings, 
and the grafs of a cow for thirty (hillings; if two men 
attend from the one family, then they have the hay and 
grafs for two cows, and an acre of ground, which acre 
and the houfe they pay np more for than twenty (hil- 
lings; 
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fogs; the only difference between tbefe two workmen 
19, that the cottier is bound for a year, the day labourer 
4«ly during his £>teafare. 

The tithe will be found in the table at the conchfi* 
*a; bear much m demand, fiAce the extraordinary rife 
en fpirits. In no tounty were more private diftiilericai 
formerly than in Cavan* and the very fintpte and expe- 
ditious procefey they tffed, placed them beyond the 
reach of difcovery. When they malted they ttarew a 
feck of oats in a lake, for fo kmg as it fhould flcep, and 
they fpread it under their bfcd, or the moft convenient 
place for preparing it. They feldom made more than 
one cfcarge of their puny ftift, and, if the revenue 
officer was at hand, all was ioftantly conveyed into the 
fake; as on the borders of thefe waters, or in ifla&d* 
inciofed by them, was the place chofen for the diftillery. 
Notwrkhftanding^ the frequent feizores, which were tri- 
fling as to value, the expence of the efkblifiimeat was> 
& finatt, that it was quickly at work again, add ofothing 
eflEbflually put a flop to them but the late fcarcity, 
wMch made every man difcover and give information 
where they were, in apprehenfion of the ftocJt of the 
country being infufficient for provifions. 

Near the borders of this barony is the town of Bel- 
tarbet, whence is. a navigation to within ^hree miles of 
B&ttyihaniion through Lough Erne, and into which the 
xber Erne flows. This town formerly returned' twa 
menjbexs to parliament* the patronage of the borough 

was 
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was formerly m the Butler family, but lately in Lord 
Belmore. The market here is but indifferently fbp- 
plied, though the very beft fitftation for trade of any 
part of the county, haying the advantage of the naviga- 
tion to its very centre. . Qatmcal, potatoes, and a good 
deal of yarn 1 are fold here, but no webs \ in the cut 
toms, which are paid for commodities entering the mar- 
ket, there is a very glaring imposition, which material- 
ly injures tjte town, and ought furely to be redrefled; 
they takfe their cuftoms in kind, for which they have 
not any lawful t ftandard or meafure, or if they have, 
they do not ufe; the collector of the cuftoms impofcs 
a large wooden difh full of meal from each fack, the 
fize of Which is never adjufted ; consequently*; as the 
markets rife, fo.do his. tolls ; the owner of a fack of 
meal, which was lately worth near fix ihillings per 
ftone, was. obliged to give this huge meafure, which, 
from its fifce, I fhould fuppofe contains confid^rably 
more than fourteen pounds. I queftion is there, a 
market jn Ireland, where the cuftom in cafh, on fuch 
an article, exceeds three pence; in the adjoining vil- 
lage of Ballyhayes it amounts to but two pence per fack, 
and in this little fpot the market is confiderably better 
of cottrfe, than in Belturbet. Thefc cuftoms are now 
individual property, and are fet annually, for about one 
hundred pounds. This terrible monopoly, which is fuch 
deftrudtion to the town and its. proprietors, is now 
vcfted in two families,, who alternately prefide over 

the 
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the corporation, by which and a provoft the town 
is governed, and is now in faft their efiates. Whether 
this patronage has defcended to them by inheritance 
under the fame patent, with the grant of the^extenfive 
commonage adjoining, X am at a lofs to know, but 
the following drcnmftance feems to favour the fuppo- 
fition. 

The Lanefborough family, whb enjoyed thi* eftate, 
made ^ grant of two hundred acres of excellent land 
adjoining Belturbet to the pfovoflf'and burgefles of the 
corporation and their heirs $ in miflafce (of their fuccefforr. 
Thcfe are now divided and feparately ihclofed, and are 
termed burgefs acres, as in the original* grant it faid 
the commons confifted of two hundred' acres, which 
was only * guefs as to their contents, being very consi- 
derably more; but when they became the property of 
the Burgefles, the land was divided 4 into fo many par- 
eels as each had * claim to; and though under the no- 
minal return of fo many 1 acres, according to thedivi- 
tion'each was entitled unto, yet fome individuals po£» 
fefled'five or fix time* tKeir proportion of the; original 
two Hundred 1 acres, and a plot of ground was rated as 
ene acre, which, perhaps, contained* from five to feven; 
thefe are figniftcantly termed burgefs acres, and, per- 
haps, under fiicri circumltances the entire property of 
the coporation is now enjoyed by "the defcendantfc of 
the original company. I do not know, whether the aft 
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of Union makes a final fettiemen: of the borough irfj 
tetefts, that are abolifhed, but I conceive it would be * 
very fair aft to take fo heavy an oppreffion off this 
town, which is admirably fituated for trade, and by alt 
means to recompence individuals, who might be de- 
prived of a legal inheritance- 
A very extenfive commonage yet remains in the,en- 
, virons, which is the property of the inhabitants, for 
fome very peculiar privileges are enjoyed by them, 
which fiiew how much the family, who "were the found* 
ers, had the profperky of the. town at heart, and how 
much their benevolent and public fpirited exertions 
. have been perverted. 1* he town was regularly divided 
into compartments, termed home-fteads, each of which 
contains 36 yards, and to which is annexed a propor- 
tionate quantity of bog, and every houleholdec has * 
right to graze on the. .commons. To keep theie in 
heart, they take off their cows, every fecond months 
They have alfo the advantage of a very excellent flour 
mill, wUh two water wheels ijnder/-(hot, and are £?' 
,weli fupplie^ as to be able to grin<| conftantly, being 
bivlt on the igyer Erne. There are alio in this town a 
diftiljery, brewery,, and malt-houses^ wjth an excellent 
mar ket-houfe, over which is a JeflionVhoufe, oitmk 
jnented with a haadfome town clocks thefe builds 
4ngs command the town, and were all erefted at the 
private e^penfe of the^ noble* family,, who were the 1 
ginal founders. * 



on-- 



the 



0* THE COUNTY OF CAVAN* 99 

^he church & fpadbus, on which is riow laid a new 
roof, and is getting a capital repair, which all the 
churched in the county are iriamefully ih want of. > 

' In the church-yard is the veftige of a great fortifica- 
tion, inclofing an extenfive pldt of ground; the baftions 
and falient angles aire admirably planned, df great 
fttengthi and yet perfeft* ' 

This town has &m& neat hotifes, but in general they 
are rifean and thatched; on that part, which is the eft ate 
qf the Earl of Farnhamj fonfe new and very hatidfome 
dated houies hate; been lately efefted, and are a consi- 
derable ornament, and feem to be sin encouragement for 
progreffive improvement 

• The navigation frOni Lough Efrie is 6pen to this 
town, with water enough in winter, and by reducing 
a Few flats might be made completely fd in all feaibns* 
The rive^ Erne, which flows through Coote-hill, J[ hive 
juft defcribed as watering this t<>wn, into which is dis- 
charged the riVer ot" Oavan, and feVef til leflfer ftreaffis, 
with the 1 waters from the great lakes at Shercock^ 
Farnhani, and KHletfrandra, ft> : that any navigation, 
which flibuld be Made tt> Ldugfc Erde, tottft evidently 
pals ftefe, nor tab anyplace be better fiWated for trade 
o^for imprcivemerif; the beautiful ejtpailfion of water 
and piftureTque View* are highly engaging, and the 
hnd is a found Bmeftonev wheat is cultivated, but yet. 
in fault prop6ftidn,^tHdugh more than ttfuaL The. 
H 2 average 
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"average rejturn of an acre of barlpy is twelve tapX^t of 
iixtee£ % flone$ to the barrel, pf wlpich a cpnfklera^l* 
, ^tiaatity 13 fownj and of oats fourteen barrels txf fou*. 
teen ftones per parrel Ffcx and potatoes about the 
fame as the general return of the county ; viz. eighty 
ftones of rough flax to the acre fij for tlfce tyeckfck 
average value £.16, and of potatoes fixity parrels of. 
fprty ftope &ch, which may be wortlji about three, 
halfpence per ftone. Afhes, marie, and (king ace t^ 
manures o^ this neighbourhood, though ifocj 1jav£ 
good limeftone, and much of their foil oopJjilff of th% 
deep days, which would te fp well, recited ^i& 
lime; yet they never ufe it, nor do &ey bandit fot 
building, but fend for it to the comity <$ Ifcnpaaagh, 
aftd it is brought, down the lake^ 

But it k to be hoped, that, the wgpfO^^agUggft, 
which Belturbet poffeflks, wJU ere<lppg be broqghfcigR 
fair play. 

. Ballyhay^ h a common village tytt h?? aa iffi^OT* 
Mt^ market, and h^re is a flour and oajmca^mUJ ; it,% 
fjtuate m the parife of Caft^terra, tjfcich is a* oft^ 
ftyled the. parift of BatJ^hayes* 1$ n$* a v#y amicablf 
and laudable agreement has takea pk# *$?*&* tfeGj 
incumbent and hfc y jwift»oner& that ti«y ftffft Ifflfe 
eight pence halfpenny per a#$, ferj^ *}tlres s th|s 2g& 
eludes meadow, arable pafturje, aadfepfc • TJiiefedfiffi 
are eafily colle&ed without thfci&tejf$M^ of a jspc*., 

tor, 
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tor, aflil all parties *re fattsfied* arid here a partictilai? 
*ttd mojt honourable con&tioh is obferved, that the 
mail, who is known by the parUh to be actually a pau- 
per* is endowed to the aflefifartnt, and there is, of 
fcoarfe* do tax upon mduftrf. Itk fothe particular parts 
of the cotittty is a modus of one (hilling per acre for 
hay, But more generally, as I already Hated, fix pence 
tmly, be the quantity more tir Ids: flax has the like 
rate, but I cannot learn that there is tithe for potatoes 
in any part of the county, though the pro&ors infill 
they are entitled tb tight (hillings per acre, (hould they 
thbofe to ektfk it. 

Themarket-houft of Ballyhlyes is Arched, as alfois 
the' ring of the old town, and bulk of brick. Theft 
jmtique and fantastical buildings fee* Ballyhayes to 
have been once a place of confiderable note, being rev 
olarkably farftUhed witfc all the old-faftiioned orna- 
ments, thai the Lords of this county were particularly > 
coached to, and proves their fondnefs of difplaying 
thole appearances of grandeur, with which the ftranger 
might be pr epofletfedy in his entrance into their domains. 

The manfion-hooie feems well conftrii&ed for the 
indulgence of feudal vanity, having an extenflve and 
tery elevated front, and is curioufly arched: the die- 
mefoe is in a rapid decay as to beauty, being all (et 
out in finall farms, and the fine woods, for which Bal- 
lyhayes was famons, hare fallen beneath the mercileft 

axe, 
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tmt * littfe yet remain*. Timber isjgf cqurfe, ?e*y 
dear 'm thi$ neighbourhood. T)ris cftate wis a long 
time difputed by the families of tfewburgh and Bmw 
jowes, and after feveftl verdi&s for both parties in, thf 
fcoort of Exchequer, it w%s removed to Chancery, and 
from thence to the Houfe of Lords, where it was con- 
firmed to the prefent proprietor, Mr. Newburgk 
What remain? of tfie tpwn are very mean thatched 
fabins, with the exception of on? or two good houfes* 
it ,is npw a place of no confequcpee, 

The village of Butler's-bndge is alfo in this barony, 
where there is an oatmeal mill and a good ofiery, bat 
no nurfery; it Ips not one dated houfe. The fituatioq 
of the village is pi&urefque and engagjtag, on a plea- 
fant ftream> but the cabins give it but a mean appear- 
ance. 

The mountains of Arghill and Ballynanaght lie to 
the fouthward of this barony, and that of Slieb-glas 
a good deal more to the northward- Taking a get 
neral view of the barony of Loughtee, we find it 
is the beft ground in Cavap, lie? moft central, having a 
good deal of limeftone, and liineftonc gravel, and pot 
feffing a foil, that is highly improveable with thefe ma- 
nures : in general it is the beft fenced and incloiedpart 
pf the county; it has a coniiderable bl^ach-green^Mr. 
Neal the proprietor. The people are much engaged in 
the linen bufinefsj more than one-third of tfee carvaghs 

in 
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it Cavan is in the diftrift, which argues its fuperior 
ftate of improvement, fo long ago as that, divifion of 
the county took place; they generally have one-third 
of their farm in graft, aad but in one place only is 
green .food preferved for cattle in the fpring. The 
dioce&a reiijdenjse of Kilmore is in this barony, and' 
the de^mefne is very excellent ground, found {beep* 
walk, and here are pits of 'the beft limeftone gravel* 
It feems as if the people were ignorant of the value of. 
(this, the very beft material for roads, which they ne- 
gleft, and repair with frequent coverings of rotten flate, 
which is quickly pulverized, aad the firft rain, that 
comes, makes it a heavy fludge, being of much more 
mifchief to. the roads than ufe. 

The country in this diftrift is very fine, from Farn- 
ham to Belturbet, but has fome confiderable trafts of 
bog. Adjoining Farnham is Mr.' Saunderfon's feat, 
which is beautifully planted, and has a rich graffy foil. 

The houfe is on a bold commanding fite, and very 
handfomg, 

Caftle SaundeVfon, the feat of Francis Saunderfon 
E(q. who represents the county, is richly wooded with 
oak, and is a very extenfive demefne; the roads 
through this part of the country are excellent indeed, 
which is a very agreeable liirprize to a traveller in 
Cavan. The water in Caftle Saunderfon is highly pic- 
m^fqu^i aad completely fHrniflies this luxuriant land? 

fcape; 
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fcape; how extremely beautiful is Lough Erne in 
every view, and here its banks are crowned with the 
, richeft foliage.. The fifing plantations will aSbrd a 
charming diverfity, and promife all that can be aadd* 
pated from the genuine tafte, with which they are fo 
elegantly difpofed. Clover-hill, the feat of J. Sauader- 
foo, Efq. is alfo a very beautiful demefne, and finely 
improved. This gendeman has at a confiderable ex* 
penfc, and with great judgment, reclaimed a vaft traft 
of land, and rank* in the fpremoft daft of the experi- 
mental andbeft farmers in the county* A fpadoot 
lake adorns and bounds his demefne, which is elegant- 
ly laid put and richly planted, and a very excellent 
manfion has been juft finUhed. The dead level of the 
lake in the oppofite fhore has been drained ^ith great 
effeft, both as to beauty and the acquifitiog of ji Confi- 
derable range of land now made excellent $ I confider 
it particularly unfortunate for thde Memoirs, that I 
had not the pkafiire of meeting this gentleman fa my 
tour, from whence I would doubtlefe have had much 
valuable information. 

Farnham, the charming feat of the Earl of Faraham, 
which is fo fiatfhed an ornament to this county, coo* 
tains one thou&td two hundred acres of land, and 
above fix hundred of wood and water. I hate already ' 
mentioned in the former part of this w*rj^ that the 
manfion does not poflefc much exterior magnificence, 
v% but 
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trot in the intended alterations and additions this w*U 
be confiderably improved; however the fite is not 
commanding, but the demefne has numerous elevated 
Jpots, moft happily fituated for building. The gardens 
are extenfive, and extremely well fended to; the 
parks are capitally reclaimed, covered with a beautiful 
verdure* and occupied by the fineft herds of black 
cattle, for- which thefe fertile lawns are fo celebrated* 
The beautiful irregularity of the ground has the fineft 
effedfc in thefe improvements, and every hill afcended 
prefents a new and extenfive variety of intereftin& 
fcenery. 

At a coofiderable diftance from the manfion, but 

within the demefne, are the lofty woods of Bally, 

whole (bores are wafhed by the extenfive waters of 

Xough Oughter, and furnifh, the higheft contour to the 

- furrounding fcenery. 

The many beautiful iflands, encircled by this charm- 
ing Jake, are crowned with the fineft timber, which 
their undulating furface prefents to view in a variety of 
{hades, and their deep receffes and romantic fcenery 
ftroogly pi&ure to the grind the aptitude of thefe fe* 
queftered iflands for the fuperftidous rites, which for* 
merly were celebrated here ; one of thefe iflands, 
named Cloghother, was the prifon of the venerable 
and excellent Qifhop Bedel, when he was in the hands 
of the infurgents, in the rebellion of 164 i, and whofe 

tfcatl* 
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death was occafioned by the fevcritics he received, and 
the mlfery of the times; he lies buried in the corner pf 
the church-yard at Kilmore. 
• The improvements of Farnham ftiil rapidly arQ con-? 
tinued, and ttifc new approach from the tqwn of Cavaa 
i$ not the lead conliderable. 

Nor are thofe advancements, which refleft fiich 
honor on the munificent benefa&ors, negleftedj nor 
in the difburfements of a princely fortune are the rifing 
generation forgotten, twenty-five girls being well 
clothed and educated by the Countefs of Farnham, 
and taught fuch ufeful works, as will infure to them 
a maintenance. In the manufa&ure of ftraw hat* 
they have made a great proficiency, and receive a con- 
derable emolument by their own induftry. Contigu- 
ous to this fchool, Lord Farnham is ere&ing one on a 
fimilar plan for thirty boys, who will be alfo clothed, 
educated, and taught ufeful trades. Thefc are folid 
improvements, which, if more attended to by our 
gentry, would at once yield the happieft confluences 
and the moft grateful fenfations: thefc will eminently 
bear the teft of approbation, and unqueftionably infiirQ 
the approbation of Heaven. 

The -antique buildings of this barony have little to s 
recommend them; at Urney, near Cavan, are the 
walls of a monaftery, and at Djrumbane churfch, 

whicH 
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which is very large, is a prcnkr tower, but low ; 
about two miles from Bclturbet are the venerable 
mips of an abbey, and thofe of a caftle are in the lame 
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CHAP- VUL 
BARONY OF TULLAGHONOHa 

SECTION I. 

Agriculture* 

THE ground is (till moftly cultivated wijth the 
fpade; their crops, two years potatoes, next flax, and 
oats for two or three years fucceffively ; in a poor foil 
this muft naturally he exhaufting, and very bad ma- 
nagement, as they are obliged to leaye their ground a 
feafon idle under cafliier fallow, 

Killefhandra is their market town; the one*third of 
the farm b generally in grafs; they never plough more 
than once, and all the reft of the labour is done with 
the fptde* Here there* is no market for grain, fince 
the diftilleries were prohibited by government, but for* 
jnerly a confiderable quantity of barley was fold, for 
which they have a nice foil in many pans, if it was 
well managed. They breed bnt very few horfes here, 
«nd left of black attic; tillage U their principal pur* 

frit* 
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Iffe, mi they c%kivatq now a* more provifioip tha* 
tfcfy rcy&r e, far tbnriefrea * their great concern k flex; 
haflmfofr and thy linca apnii&Qgic. '. 



ThJs opeptipflt fe$n? but, litt^ iw&*Ao<*l> tl)P¥gh 
fa gcfteraljy praftifed, aud ajay be jqfltly compa?e4, to a 
f^ifick, a dpe pfopprtipn of vWA ® a. fPWttft) ?** 
n^4f fpr a difo*der, trofe ftii&pfpyidsmjy a*pfc4 HP* 
be 1 $f co^dejaVly grq**£ 4«tr«8eW tfcaft a»j 0BQ& 
i^^<9^I^^|red from it, IJTe mg ijatUSftito 
fuappfettlus $* .ajhffe vfafe vpre fcrq>v£r0» the. 
hgajth, ; &eaffd jft d^pttn&tf OHM* ** feft idm of. 
*^«?Tigf?Fafi9ftPPF^» t^ f<#> fon| A th*.fcpe& 
or yi^diftg^qf tha^fpot, <?r\ >v^teK cbanc^ had feBfteied, 
thap* aj*d taiigfet hiiji to J&Ka frlfcteiit: ftippljL fpr 
hfe.e|rfiattfee4 l*P&,ip *fc ffltorSftOeaLQf Jftouods Aid; 
weeds, which they furnUhed. The grateful returjfc 
flpi^.t^.t^at^ea^ind^c^ tytaKt try the: experiment 
£feU .$$!#?> ty fcunwafc *s, <&tes forface* npr were, 
14ft fltt&fog^jO^tti^ disappointed in the efc 
ffft? tfefijl i>roduped; buc.herei wa* the mtftata, fori 
°WI<4»l^i n»fR^ yielded, too much, And. repriced 
n^fi^^ he Vfft8 ggt jB&jtfquaiftted mth, to reftore her, 
t^HHd SKKm% fer thfr, uanfidfiratfi bjirmng jcoolumfis, 

the 
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the fulphurs, which are the powers of the «uify 
although it may unlocfc Ac vegetable falts, disc trot 
bonna* up in the tough clod; nothing btft fulpheftcfcs 
inanures will tend to reftore thefe powers, even fo but 
very gradually, and it is for want of thefe comports 
the natural graffes do not fpring for nutny years after. 
When ground is to be burnt* it fhctald be done fo 
in fmall heaps, fo that its fulphurs may be fecured; if 
light and calcareous earth, let it burn very Idfirfe-* 
ly, and luch will give a very grateful crop of barley, 
and it fliould be burnt in the fpring feaftm; the very 
reverie is to be obferved in a ftrorig gravelly Tof£ 
which (hould have a hot fire, that the gravel and 
flones miry yields as they are highly impregnated with 
falts, which <hey ate required to-drfefcarge iato the AH; 
by this operation, fuch land is excellent for oats, but 
the principal matter to be confiderfcd Hi burring 
fhould be our bogs, which fo long have been tiegle&i 
ed, and with but fmall cxpfeufa, which is fctoa tt± 
{fell, become the fureft and the beft land our ifland 
caflboaitof. 

The firft ftep towards their r'eclamadon doubtlefs is 
draining* as the outfalls are cboaked, which reftrsifl 
that body of water, ori wfekhtfiey float; a main cut 
to carry off this water- is the neceflary pretknindry, 
and by intetfe&ons lettfing rater it the matdrial ex- 
penfe and grand objeft is attained; for they $vkktf 
confotdate and beoome firm ground, whteh Is «aiUy 

brought 
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bought into a&k>m for, by various experiments and 
. aaalifcations it Ju6 been been proved, that the principal 
^matte? , of which tbey are compofed, are decayed ligoe' 
„ous articles, which are haftenbg agaip to earth, the 
( «H}Hljlte change of all n(Mtttjer* 

It is a received qpiafca^tbat bogs Were forriied by 
fpf$fts,,whichgrew in a mora'fs, and WSre funk and 
covered by .their oVd weight; thus, as th6y Very gra- 
dually decayed, they vegetated n^w earth, which pot 
fatten very confiderable portiori ol.faksj and' it is 
reality accounted for in chemiftry, that their, iriflammabi- 
ility is not loft, but rather encreafed by, their foakage to 
iVatcrj the decay of thefeJigneous particles muft there* 
♦ipre he very flow*, and pay be rather, feid to be a 
tfJHPgeto their pr^fent pulpy ftate- , . o . 
t f tTht aflies of bog muft therefore contain a; coftfider* 
^aMp; quantity of felts, which saufe a qq'tfk fetjnentat3» 
-onwhen applied to land, apd afford 4 Jargfifupply, of 
food or nourishment for plants, and here is their excel* 
lepce, applied as a manure for a different -faili: itx for* 
face dreffings, they draw the na,tive; fairs frojri below, 
.w^ch .the glutinous properties of the jo&t* Of grafs 
J^ave repelled, and thus \* .produced the & rfteftfatioft* 
Which revigorates thenar /Theatpaofphere, as weli M 
the dung of animals, which graze on land, furflilhes 
.this glutinous fubftaqc^ which fhuts up the foil, and 
he&c^land becomes hide-bound, and requires to be 

.i^d But 
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But not only a* a manure for another foil* tat oa 
bog itfdf tuf&aft** are the higheft preparation fo* ve- 
getation oa its ov*n ftrface, and it only requires afratte*- 
tioa to draining,, and the application of oakarettfe ftb- 
itances to render it fit for every branch of hu&andry, 
as daily experiment have-fe dearly evinced* 

That turf is evidently engaged fa> aftive vegetation 
cannot be denied, a* numerous instance* are in every 
. country of bog* affording new fuel, which have long 
ago been cut out* the aotVeptic quality oSbogis eafffjr 
accounted for By the quantity of timber it confiai*** it 
Is this, which prevents the water from pattifySag* which 
is ftiut up within it, and cannet be changed*, elfc, was 
a mooing ftream paffing through it, ib would quickly 
rot, and be converted into earth; therefore we amft 
fuppofe that; in early ages, before thefe forefe had 
&Uen, the vicinity of morafles, whifch now are- bogs, 
*rew a$ remarkable for dieir unwholefcroe damps' and 
fogs, not having yet received the aflftingent principle, 
which the timber convey*, as they' are at prefent for 
their, falttbrity, which is occafioned by their poflefflng 
that.prinoiple imparted by the tnees> which Aey cover; 
and this Aay i account, whyithis^fland waa fo poorly in- 
habited, and (o overrun with immenft forefts. K 

The application of lime on bog reduces that add, 
Which will not yield to putrefeffioh, and' consolidates 
the mafs oLmatter fa as to prepare it for the purpoies 
of tillage* In laying on this correcting manure* i^fias 

been 
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trten found to atfftef *h* psfpefe feeft, when the bog 
liad been gttdvaily *fcd not too qilltkly dried; fdr if 
too dry* It ft* a tetig ticw reflfts tikuftbre, but fpreafl 
-hot fime on bag, that po&fles a due degree of moifttrtd, 
and Adifilt vmto & rain, and the Hftie Marches every 
pore of it, by vkkh the antifeptk and artringent prin- 
ciple is deftroyed, which is fo foreign 16 Vegetation. 

The power of &tafc on bog is unquestionably of 
g**at mottent and rapid tftetk, but the very bed re- 
ckoned bogs I have feen had no quick lime, but were 
brought to yield the fweeteft herbage from the follow- 
ing procsft :— After Efficiently draining the propofed 
trait, it was feinoed and burnt in fnntll heaps; a very 
ftrong calcareous lixneftone gravel of a whitifh clayey 
fbbftanee Wai 4iMto in, and fpread on in frofty wea- 
ther; this feafon Was chofehj as the bog being at that 
tifti* &&e49fete te tattle* This ftanure being ploughed 
Ifl, * trdp <# turnips tyfrs fewn in July, and in Ottober 
rjr« graft Was feattered in, and bufh-harrowed. Tne 
turnips are W«U worth four pounds per acre, and the 
rye graft yielded a fine crop of hay, the feeds of which 
w*ere Wttrth fhtee poimds per acre. This mode pen. 
fevered in for three or four feafons, always gravelling 
in each feafon, and well ploughing in the large lime- 
iftones, it was then" laid dowii id meadow, and has fince 
continued to give the moft luxuriant herbage, yielding 
-White dover and trefoil naturally, and in great abun- 
dance., th thb cafe the calcareous quafety of the lime- 

1 % ftone 
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(lone gravel had the fame effefts as the lime itfelf, brit 
is more durable in ef&ft, for after this proceft it will 
not revert to its original aqueous herbage, which will 
foon appear, after the virtues of quick lime ate ex- 
haufted; and thus we fee it is the calcareous matter, 
which confolidates tjie bog, and gives it a gravity fit to 
fuftain the roots of plants. 

This denfity is highly affifted by the weight of the 
gravel, which remains, and more gradually imparts the 
limy quality it poffeffes; befides, by the original mode 
of treatment of burning, if even it (hould again require 
it, the quantity of gravel in its bofom infures the 
greateft erTeft,iand places it in the higheft poffible ftatyc 
of vegetation. 

The effe&s of burning land were not well under* 
flood, when the legiflature impofed the heavy penalty 
againft this procefs, and it would be unwife yet to re* 
peal that law; doubtkfs, much nufchief might accrue 
and has occurred, when adopted by ignorant or mer- 
cenary tenants. The very rapid ftrides to perfection 
in agriculture, which are now making, will, of courier 
point out in due time an emendation for this law. 



Sect. 2. Pajiure. 

The nature of the pafture of this diftrift is very 
kind, and more inclined to herbage; a conjiderable 
quantity might be turned to found flieep-walk • 

Thp 
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• The brted of cattle excels many parts of the county, • 
as much of this barony is well inhabited by a refident 
gentry; amohgft the better kind of cattle, that are feen < 
here, the improved breed* of Farnham are eafily di£» 
coverable; the milch cows are only houfed in winter, 
from November to May. 

In hay-making they are not fo tardy as in Loughtee, 
but yet leave all their hay in the field too long; their 
meadow crops, particularly in demefnes, are heavy and 
luxuriant. The other matters of invefligation under 
this head are very fimilar to thofe in the preceding 
chapter. 

\ 

A principal concern, which is too much negle&ed, 
and ought to be a primary one, is the making of good 
fences, the want of which is a great lofs, inconveni- 
ence, and fource of ill will- amongft the farmers of this 
country; it is indeed a leading ftep to improvement in 
agriculture, and ought by all poffible means to be en- - 
cotiraged; nor could a farming fociety find a fitter ob* 
jeft for their moft liberal rewards. 

In ftony grounds a ready material for inclofures is 
afforded, and a double purpofe anfwered of clearing' 
the ground, and making the fence; this mpde of inclo- 
fure is the moft rapid, and by which the objeft is foon 

i 2 attained, 
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attained, but it is a bleak defence without either beauty 
or fhelter; at leifure hours it is eafy to conftroft with- 
out it a ditch and hedge, to which it will be a fecurirp 
from cattle, and when this latter comes to perfection, 
theie ftones will be found ufeful in making drains, 
building, &c. 

Our ifland is favoured with a fertile foil, and very 
well adapted to the growth of trees; how (mall is the 
expenfe for the comparative benefits of planting quicks 
in our hedge-rows, which give fo improved an appear- 
ance to the country, and afford fo neceflarjf a (hade 
and fhelter for our flocks and herds? If we look to the 
lifter country, we find that there hedges are planted 
for fuel, which our bogs fo amply fupply. The nu- 
merous advantages we poffefs ought to ftimulate us to 
- arrive at perfection, but unfortunately they create a fu- 
pinenefs and indifference. 

In mclofing bog a twofold objeft is obtained; the 
defence from cattle is the drain for v the water to flow 
. off; this foil is fo eafily worked, that the expenfe of a 
. double drain Is not confiderable, and is well repaid by 
the bank, which is inclofed within thefe two drains, 
and thus capitally fecured from cattle, and would be 
very proper to plant with timber trees, atid to quick at 
both fides : a valuable improvement is thus made, and 
the fhelter obtained for the indofure. 

Quicks will thrive in any foil, but require hoeing 
and weeding for a year or two. Attend well to fences 

Pf 



.OF THE COUNTY OF CAVAN. 117 

of profit, and they will foon become fences of plea- 
fure; but for a little be careful, arid tire not in pre- 
ferving them from cattle, and they will foon repay 
your labour. 

The beft method of infuring the planting of hedges 
would be for the landlord to plant them himfelf, and 
bind the tenant to pay int'erefl: for the money expend- 
ed, and to keep them in good and conftant repair; 
nothing would more promote the landlord's intereft, 
when leafes expire, or more rapidly tend to further ci- 
vilization, which fuch improvements fb eagerly invite. 



* 
Sect. 3. Farms. 

The farms here are fmaller than ia Loughtee; 
twenty acres is here efteemed a very large one, and 
but few grazing farmfr, and thoie in the occupation of 
a wealthy gentry. The fmaller farms are divided into 
plots of three, five, and ten acres. 

The fanpers hoiifes are not fo poor, and in the vil-' 
lages are remarkably neat. The tenures are held in 
the manner already defcribed, and to each of them is a 
freehold, fondly fought for. Their inclofures are poor, 
and fenced but bad indeed; I do not fpeak of demefne 
ground, for in fuch places they are particularly well 
kept. Manures are dung, clay, and bog-ftuff, and 
qccafionally lime, which they have in partial fpots. 

DRAINING. 
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DRAINING, 

Draining is an art in hufbandry, the knowledge 
of which is of the firft importance, and deferves the 
minuted enquiry, as the wetnefs of lands, which pe- 
rifhes the crops, will be thereby remedied. The caufes 
of this partial fubje&ion of land to water are nume- 
rous, but principally will be found to proceed frpjtn 
fprings flowing over the foil, or confined under it, by 
reafon of its own tenacity^which reprefles it, or by 
various other caufes- 

Water, which lies on the furface and proceeds from 
rains, is eafily diverted off, by finking drains according 
to the fall of the ground; but the grand method of arriv- 
ing at fprings has been lately difcovered by the ingeni- 
ous Mr. Elkington, for which the parliament of Great 
Britain have rewarded him with a grant of one thou- 
fand pounds, and this has been effeftually accomplish- 
ed by the auger, or tapping and boring the earth, until 
the fpring is reached, fo that the water flows through 
this pafTage. This fimple inftrument refembles the 
borer ufed by miners, or to bring it home to the fami- 
liar ideas of every body, the auger of a pump-borer; 
the annexed plate will reprefent it both fcrewed toge- 
ther, and in joints of about four feet each; it is thus 

divided 
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divided for the convenience of carriage* and it can be 
added to, for any acquired length; the lower* joint is 
cpnftru&ed like the bottom of the auger, and is hol- 
lowed for about fixteen inches; thefe rods are three 
inches or three and a half in diameter* As a fubftitute 
for the auger or lower rod, a chizel and a punch are 
occasionally fcrewed on, when the foil is gravelly or 
hard, which would refufe the auger. At the joints it 
is neceflary to leave it a little ftouter than in the gene-; 
ral fize of the rods, which are fcrewed together by two 
iron keys and a wooden handle paffing through the 
eye of the topmoft joijit for turning ths auger, which 
has two iron wedges to fallen it, and make it work 
fteady. I am thus minute in the defcription, .that any 
perfoji may liave it made at home, who may choofyto 
try its effefts. , 

A drain! is always cut for the water to flow off, be* 
fore the auger is ufed, and it is in the bottom of this 
drain, at occafional diftances, that its operations are 
commenced; when the fpring is arrived at, the water 
rifes with velocity, and is thus diverted off in the 
drain. 

In working this inftrument two men are fufficient to 
turn it, and ftand on the bank over the drain; it is ne- 
ceflary to have a third below in the drain, to help to 
lift it up, and clean out the earth from the hollow of 
the auger,' as it friay require it, which will be as often 
gs the hollow fills; or elfe, the clay they perforate wilt 

be 
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be firmly affixed as it rues, and greatly obftmft their 
pulling it up again. 

A (coop is alio ufed or hollow fpade, for throwing 
the earth up from the trench. 

This mode of draining will effe&ually dry the 
greateft extent of land, on vhich it is pra$ifed, and 
only requires the experiment to be made, to infnre its 
general approbation} I have feen it tried in feveral 
parts of Ireland, and always*with fuccefi. 



Sect. 4. General SubjeBs. 



Population is yet very confiderable, and the linen 
jaanufafture more engaged in, and much encouraged 
by the market at Killefhandra, where coarfe linens 
are purchafed every week to the average value of 
£.1500. The appearance of this town is engaging, 
being neat and clean, and induftry and its rewards are 
very conspicuous, every thing appears comfortable; a 
good market-houfe, and a brifk trade. 

Immediately contiguous to the town is Caftle Hamil? 
ton, the feat of Colonel Southwell; the ^vhole demefne 
is beautifully wooded and watered, though much tin> 
ber has been lately cut. The manfiou is newly built 
and fpacious. 

In 
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In this neighbourhood are quarries both of lime and 
f reeftone, and ftrong indications of coal. . . 

The land around is dry, and very good, but the 
ruflies not yet banUhed from any part of the county I 
havefeen 

, The river of Croghan, which flows through the mag- 
nificent lakes of KUleihandra, winds through a beauti- 
ful part of country, and difcjiarges its waters with 
thofe of the lakes into the Erne river, which pafles 
through this barony, and thence into Lough Erne. 
The lakes' of Killeihandra, and thofe conne&ed with 
them, cover fo great an extent as are many miles ht 
circumference; thefe are already defcribed with Lough* 
Oughter in the preceding chapter, ?nd are all the fame 
expanfiori of water, unrivalled in- beauty, extent, and 
true natural advantages. The mountain of Bruce-hill 
is a leading and prominent feature in the fouthern ex- 
tremity, and is ~ieen at a considerable diftance. The 
county in its environs is mountainous, but this hill 
overtops them all in proud preeminence, and from its 
fummit is commanded the mod extenfive profpeft. 

Cor-hiU is a very fteep mountain, not far diftant 
from Killeihandra, beyond which the land is more w# 
and uncultivated, yet naturally fertile, and on the fum- 
mit of this hill is a traft of reclaimed flieep-walk, and 
a great fcope more is in forwardnefs. This Spirited 
undertaking has well repaid Mr. Harknefs the propria* 

tor 
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tor, who has inclofed it with excellent fences. Arvagh 
village is but inconfiderable, and the point of junttkm 
with the counties of Leitrlm and Longford; contigu- 
ous to k b the famous lake of Seraba, which is one of 
the Sources of Lough Erne. 

The lower lands of this barony are extremely well 

cultivated, and poflefs a generous and grateful foil. 

« 
Lifinore, the feat of Colonel Nefbitt, appears to be ex- 
cellent land, and is celebrated as being one of the ea»- 
lieft reclaimed feats m Cavan, which its antique aj* 
pearance and • difpofition of its improvements favour 
muchr it is fituated at the entrance of the village of 
Crofsdony, which is confpicuous for an air of neat*- 
nefs and comfort, fo unufually feen in an Irifh village. 
The welj drefled little gardens attached to the cot- 
tages, which are kindly prefented-to view, and the 
thriving plantations, make it extremely engaging; from 
hence to Farnham, about three miles, the face of 
the county is entirely changed, and is certainly, for that 
, extent, the beft improved and the neateft part of 
Cavan: it is but a continuation of demefne ground, 
and comprizes the feats of Mr. Story, Mr. Elliot, Mr. 
Fleming, and the Bifhop of Etlmore, whofe improve- 
ments are only divided by the road, Through this ex- 
tent, which has no refemblance to the prefent appear- 
ance of the country, there is a luxuriance of ornamen- 
tal plantation, and engaging fcenery; the land is ren- 
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dered excellent for any hufbandry, and poflefles much 
found iheep-walk; indeed all around Killefhandra, and 
for many miles further is valuable land. 

Mr. Pallas, of Kileogy, and Mr. Crawford, of 
Scraba, have good bleach-greens in this barony. 



CHAPTER 
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CHAP.DL 



BARONY OF TULLAGHA. 



SECTION I. 
Agriculture. 

THIS barony* which is the moft northerly of Cavan, 
differs extremely from the features of the reft of the 
county, and more refembles thofe of Leitrim or Fer- 
managh. A reference to the map of Ulfter will (hew 
it more properly belongs to Leitrim; its foil, furface, 
and the general obfervations relating to it, will be 
found in the preceding part of this work, under the 
bead of Mountains > in the firft chapter. 

They only cultivate oats and potatoes, and all their 
tillage is done with manual labour, which is effe&ed 
with tht long loy, or curved narrow fpade^ an excel-, 
lent implement for ftony ground. 

In agriculture they are extremely deficient, and were 
it not for Mr. Griffon's improvements, which are well 
executed, this part of the country would {hew little 
emanation from its rude and primeval ftate of nature. 

Defending 
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Defceudiog towards BaUyconuell, the psoipedt im* 
prove*, where Mr,, Siwyd'9 plantations, at Bawnboy* 
give die country a warmer and more comfortable ap* 
pearafcce, brat the rands in this country are terribly ball 
indeed. , 

I know but of one, which is tolerable, from Beltur- 
bet to Swanlingbar through Derryolim, .which is a 
very poor ftage; that, from Ballyconnell is almoft im- 
paflable. 

HOLLOW DRAINS. 



The foil of this country feems to require furface- 
draining more particularly, and thefe trenches to be 
At very fftoft diftanees afunder, for .which pdrpofe, it 
horrid be advifeable they fliotfld be hollow and covered 
at top. Thefe drains anfwer every purpofe, and are 
equal to bear any weight of cattle, when judiciouf- 
iy made. 

After cutting the drain two feet or two and a half 
feet deep, which flopes in towards the bottom two- 
thirds of the breadth at' top, that is, from eighteen 
inches above to fix below, fill it with large {tones, 
which arehere in abundance 5 procure tnem To large, 
that you muft force and mallet them into thetlrain, or 
large round paving ftones, which are covered with 

fmaller 
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finaller ftones, to bring a level face j then lay bnlfli-» 
?rood and fur^e to bear up the clay from filling the 
fpacea between the (tones; throw in the clay and fod 
it. The annexed draft of a hollow drain will at once 
explain it. 




This is a very good mode of furface-draining, and 
the expenfe very trifling*, here materials are in abun- 
dance, v 



Sect. 2. Pafture* 



Aicoarfe fpiry grafs, and confiderable quantities of 
rufhes ftill fhew on a light loam, covering a ftiff clay. 
The cattle are of a hardy breed, but very coarie, 
and Ihelter muft be firft obtained, before much im- 
provement can be expefted. They never houfe but 
the milch cattle, and their hay is very ftrong, coarfe, 

and 
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and full of a poor aqueous herbage, which fo greatly 
impoverishes, their milk* as for artificial graffes they 
have none, Scarcely clover is to be found amongft 
, therrij .and. all. their commodities for fale are fo very 
trifling, as .not to afford the leaft encouragement for a 
market. 

• If a fufficiency of provifion for their family confutnp- 
tion is raifed/ a very little abundance will difchar^c 
their rents, which are very low* 

LIME* 

The manure, w p hich contains the moft aftive fait*, in 
vegetation, is limeftone, and the moft difficult to be 
fearched; for its virtues only can be extracted by fire* 
or loofened, fo that the admiffion of air when calcined 
will pulverize it, and break it to pieces-, or this is 
more rapidly effected by water, which drives it down 
very quickly, fearching every pore of the earth, on 
which it is laid. 

The manner of burning lime is too generally known 
to require defcription, but the quality of the Hone ta 
be chofen for that purpofe requires* attention. 
. The beft done in Ulfter (than which there cannot 
be better) is very white, and rifes in rugged blocks; it 
is frequently found in boulders, or in fmgle blocks 
apart from the quarry. This kind will not leave the 
leaft particle of clinker, if judicioufly burnt, and is 

very 
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very quickly calcined; its efficacy is moft rapid and 
durable. Liiheftone hat various other colours; the 
- blue comes next in quality, which is the beft when 
under ground; the grey is more apt to have fpar, and 
bunt in clinkers, and the red is the weakeft and pooreft 
if all. 

The falts contained in this mineral are not deftroyed 
or exhaufted by the fire, but only expofed and un- 
bound ; it is therefore neceflary to burn it thoroughly 
for manure, as the falts are by that means entirely laid 
open. 

All foils will be improved by lime, even {hallow 
and limeftone foilq, if the firft heat fubfide* before it is 
applied, and mixed with clay or bog-ftuff; but to ap* 
ply it hot from the kiln befote it is flaked, or previous 
ly made into a compoft with earth, it is highly detri- 
mental, and will burn the plants inftead of nourishing 
them. 

After fpreading the lime on ploughed ground, let it 
have the benefit of rain to feparate it well, and then 
plough it in evenly, and harrow it fliarply, previous to 
winter : thus it is prepared for a fpring crop; but bar- 
ley cannot be ventured for a year or two; it may 
chance to thrive, but there are many chances againft it. 

Its virtues on bog are moft rapid, deftroying that 
aftringent principle, which is hoftile to Vegetation, and 
condensing the bog; it thus becomes prepared to hold 

as 
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«s well as nourish the roots of ptatfg, and gradually 
ckovi up the ftfeeteft herbage. . 



S&cr\ 3» Farms. 



The cxteniive tra&s of mountain are not allotted 
i$to farms, and rather an imaginary line is the divifion 
of property, than any real boundary; ndr is there 
fetich attention to fuch land, when the average rent 
fcarcefy exceeds three pence per acre, but it is always 
fct in. 4 bulk rent. Thefe tratts are only occupied in 
grazing (lore cattle in the drieft feafon, which hardly 
is fit for this purpofe four months in the year, and the 
prices of grafs vary from two to four fhillings a head 
per feafon; younger cattle than thofe of three years. 
old woald a&uafly ftarve, fb coarfe and poor is xht 
ptfture in its pfefent natural ftate; and it rnuft be con- 
ceived how little value can be in fuch a paftiire, when 
the &m charged for the grafs of cattle is fcarcely.Iuffi- 
&nt to pay the herds attending them,, who are ar> 
fwerable for them; as in the many deep fwamps, which 
thefe mountains contain,. it frequently 4 happens, that 
cattle fall in and inevitably pertfh. In the lower regi- 
es there is little comfort in the exterior view of their 
Cabins, which are by no means bettered withinfide* 
jet k is not poverty, that occafions this dreary prof- 
k peA, 
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peft, for the peafimtry, though poor m appearance, art 
not without means and capability, hut ttey have no 
inducement to improve, and they have yet fources of 
wealth in their own induftry, were their landlords 
emulous in promoting their civilization, or adive in 
inftrufting them in ufeful and defirable purfuits. 

Nor is it a fecondary, but indeed a leading and pri- 
mary catife for this negleft, that fuch extenfive trails 
of country are church -lands, or other eftabliftuDents* 
which are held after the like tenure. 
' The laws, which were made for this purpofe, .had 
fokly in view the interefls of the church, wrthottt any 
fegard to the reclaiming the face of \ the country, or 
the civilization of the people, which only can be 
effe&ed by encouraging and unreftri&ed tenures: 
fiich laws were enabled in times of feudal barbarity, 
and have too long drifted, nor do I hefitate to aflert* 
that they at this, day fland as a total eclipfe between, 
the country and that wealth, which is its natural right, 
and' whidr an improved agriculture would doubtkfe 
afford. On fuch lands we find no proper' mode of. 
culture, and the inhabitants are frraogely oppreffed, 
as weil with poverty, as with ignorance, as if civiliza- 
tion was crufited within the deadly grafp of this flume*; 
fill and impolitic monopoly* 

This ma peculiar manner applies to the cxtenfive 
wilds of Kinawly parifli in this county, andr tfl the 
neighbouring cobnties of Fermanagh and Moofcgfcao* 

and, 
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»and, in ft great degree, to thofe parts of Uliter, which 
*re under the influence of this malignant and dppreffive 
fyftem, I wifhtwt to reftrpin the rights, or dip the 
revenues of the church, I would more willingly in- 
creafe them; it could be done by ameliorating the laws, 
which are hoftile to improvement, nor would I en- 
croach on the eftablilhments, which were found-* . 
ed for education, it is notorious they are Shamefully 
perverted; and were they duly guarded and huibanded 
with economy, they could be extended to a great nati- 
onal account; though individual benefit has hitherto 
been considered before the public weal, and barefaced 
monopoly, which is now upheld with general indjgna* 
tion, haa tob long triumphed over the rights of this 
country, yet they muft foon give place to the proud f}A- 
lit of improvement, which happily is difleminated thro* 
the nation, and will ultimately prevail againft the hoft 

of evils, which have oppofed its progrefs. 

1 

HOGS, 

- ?he proper management of thefe animals is little 
known in Ireland, and the very great profit, which 
accrues from a careful attention to them, ought to be 
confidercd by the judicious farmer. This profit de- 
pends very much on their being turned out to green 
food, which few of us have any idea of. 

K2 The 
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The dairy offal and the f tf ufe of the potatoes, which 
fuftain the fow during-, her nurfing, fhould certainly be 
lifedto wean the young pigs* and they *& require this 
kind of nourifbtbent for feme time, but when arrived to 
a little hardihood, they fluonld be. allowed to grate* 
and dovef is known to agree extremely veil with 
them; to this graft they fhouid be confined, not get 
any other food until they are full grown, which it ra- 
pidly promotes; for it iafures fize* and feme pigs wilt 
even grow fat on it. The clover ieafoft comes in 
early, and will hold till the beginning of December* 
if in the neighbourhood of oak woods, acorns will 
complete their fattening, and give their fteih a great 
degree of firmnefs* but potatoes ought again to be 
ofed, when acorns are not to be had, and at this ks& 
fcn are very cheap- Peafe or corn will gnrc a delicate 
flavour to bacon, and a fmall proportion ought to be 
given to hogs during the lafl month, of their fattening* 

Thus k appears from this mode, that the offal only 
is the fupport of the hog in the fpring and winter* 
and in fummer, when provifions are dear, they are fed 
on clover : a finall plot of this grafs will fupply food 
for a <onfiderabfy longer time then, if let to range at 
large over the field v this might be* done by fbiding 
them on the plot, if feeding them within is not conve- 
nient \ for by changing to a new fpot* the .part eaten 
down foon recovers and iprouta again,, and die pint is 
well manured. The oeceflaxy crope for the aft* of a 

dairy 
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dairy" are too little cbtifldered, and the profits of tl)ia 
hufbandry will be great indeed: where milch cows are, 
there ought to b$ a due proportion of breeding fow*$ 
o© management will p^y better than this, and the 
choice and proportions of crops for the collateral pur* 
poles of the dairy are, indeed, of confiderable import 
to agriculture, and are too little understood. 

A different management is doubtlefc wanted, as this 
animal could be turned to much greater profit than wft 
Ifave yet experienced; and it is a matter of no fmall 
moment, that on the hog depend, in a great manner, 
the prices of provifions, which it materially aife&s. 

Nor in their early ftages of weaning ought the car- 
rot be rcfufed them,, which, with good culture, will 
yield very great' crbps, and rive ftrength and vigour to 
the hog, and ought to be again reforted to after the 
green food is confumed, as quickly affbfdiqg firmncft 
to the flefli. 

In their confinement in the ftye they fliould be kept 
dry, and their draw often changed, as this animal is- 
naturally cleanly; ^nd a yard of very fmall dimenfionft 
fliould be inclofed for them to feed in. 

When at green food they will require wafer in thf 
field, which ought tq be atteqded to. 

On the improvement of the agriculture of the nation 

a good deal is copnefted with this animal $ with thq 

prices' of provifions they are infeparately connected, 

and it is tq be regretted, that thei* fteft, which pof* 

\ ' feffes 
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fefles fo much nourUhment, as entitles them to b* 
ctlled the natural food of the laborious peafant, fhould 
sow be fcaroely even enjoyed by the poor cottager, 
when in times of lefs civilization, and before improve- 
ment had lifted its head from the chains of ignorance, 
the pedant enjoyed his cow, his fheep, ajtd his pig, 
and though they (hared the (helter of his hovel, yet 
they afforded him food and r&yment, *bicit ht 00 
longer can boaft of. 

To what purpofe then is the face of a country to btf 
changed to gay and improved fcenes; if the peafant, On 
whom its durability depends, is gradually enervated 
not by luxury, but by keen poverty* and too often by 
forage oppreiBon? — What does it avail, if the proud, 
lord of extenfive domains Avail raife neat dated cot- 
tages on the ruins of the fqualid hut, if he does not 
take care to ameliorate the condition of the peafant, 
who cannot warm the walls of his ill found habitation, 
whofe interior but ill agrees with die outer view ? 

That there are %:h fcenes cannot be denied, and 
fiirely they ought to be reformed; then indeed would 
the improvements of agriculture, and the ornaments of a 
country, be pqrfued on a durable an4 efficient founda- 
tion; then would the caufes of too juft complaint be 
removed, and content and competence again prevail. 

Happy cottagers, whofe comforts are the care of ir 
humane matter, who directs his improvements to the 
bettering the condition of his tenants* arid in the teach^ 

ing 



•I 
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fag of thofe arts in hufbandry, which he (hall allow 
them to feel the good effe&s of in their own domeflic 
concerns: thus, he not only indulges the fiivsft feelings 
of man, in affording happinefe to his fellow creature, 
but it ultimately will be found the trueft and fureft 
policy. 

Improvement is as yet but in its infancy in this 
country, but fortunately there are here men of worth 
and judgment, and who have as near at heart as they 
poffefs' means to effeft fo defirable a change, 'which 
gjves us the beft hopes to expeft a fpeedy ameliorati- 
on of the condition of the peafentry, as well as a total 
change in their wretched fyilem of hufbaadry. . 



Sect. 4. General SubjeEf^ 

The population rates here but thinly, fo extenfive 
are the wilds ; the peafents arejiardy and induftrious, 
yet much deprefled for want of encouragement j the 
women fpin a good deal of wool as well as flax; 
frizes for home ufe are made here, but every thing is 
on a very narrow and contrafted fcale, and confined 
to individual account. x 

Ballyconnell is a fmall town, which has a weekly 
market, and here is a good flour-mill, Mr. Fans the 
proprietor, and Mr. Beitffon hat an excellent bleach- 
green 
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green in this neighbourhood, la the* mountain of 
Slieve-Ruflell coal is found, and generally dug out of 
the fide of the hill in blocks, near the frfrface* How 
thefe have been fcparatcd from th? vein may employ 
the enquiry of the natural pbilofopher, but no atteo- 
tion to fo valuable a concern has yet actuated the pro- 
prietors, on whoic eftates this mineral is found in fiich 
abundance, and Co eafily raiftd. This coal has former* 
Jy been brought to Bally hayes, to Cavao, ^ad to the 
great iron works at Arigna, in the county of Lcittua, 
yhich are contiguous. 

Of Swanlingbar and its relatives a full account tes 
already been given in the fourth fe&icm of the firft 
chapter of this work, under the he*d of Mountains; 
it is to be regretted, that the ravages of the fire, which 
happened in the village above fifteen years ago, have 
not yet been repaired, in which twenty-two houfes 
were deftroyed. A great deal of harmony and fodabi- 
lity prevails in this retired watering place* 
. The celebrated fpa is in an ornamented inclofure, 
which is very handfomely unproved with pleafant 
walks and neat plantations, The bre^kfaA room is 
contiguous to the well, and here the company general- 
ly partake pf this fociable meal, at the lame tabic 
drink the waters, and ride or walk till dinner, when 
afi excellent ordinary is provided, 

' On the mountains adjoining is an ample field for 
the enquiries of the natural philosopher, and abounds 

with 
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•with minerals, as I have already explained* /evcraji 
K^es afe t dt thofe htti? doubtlefs excavated by the 
band of nature, though fome of than (hew appear*- 
ances of art in their formation* 

. The general quality of the; town-lands is a ruflay and 
ippngy pafture, with a light loam. oyer a ftifF dafj 
here the farms are fmaller, and the pafture is favour* 
able to dairy, from whence fome butter, but in no 
grwt qaaotity, is fent to market* 
- The men are principally employed in husbandry, 
ihQUgh fome few mfumfafture linens; the women an4 
i&ildren fpin both yarn and wool. Their markets, are 
diftaut and difcouragiog ; labour may average fevep 
pence per day through the year, but they have every 
thing cheap, provifions in abundance, and turf quite 
Convenient* and only for the coft of rearing. Clpth* 
tng is moftly furntfhed at home, fo that their expendi- 
ture is trifling, if thiir incomes are fmall. In faft, 
they rely on themfelves chiefly for their neceffaries, 
and are in a great degree independent, and confined 
to their own peculiar concerns; few are without a 
Cow* and the greater proportion have tyro or three. 
. Their currency is principally in fpecie, and their 
rents are always paid in cafli. 

There ia no eftabliflxed fifliery, though there are 
claimants for the fifli of the lakes- flowing into Lough 
Erne, on which they have ere&ed eel weirs* 

• . The 
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The roads are few, and miferably bad; a particular 
attention is reqmfite here; much depends on good 
roads, towards forwarding the improvements of agri- 
culture* 

The plantations are but few ; Mr. SneycPs, of 
' Bawnboy, art contiguous to the fmall village of the 
lame name, rank foremoft amongft thofe, and his 
demefne (hews a judicious management. Timber is 
dear and fcarce through this diftrift, yet the foil very 
favourable for plantation; from Lough Fena, in the 
county of Leitrim, flows the river of WoOdforA 
through this barony, and fltirting the county on Fer- 
tnanagh fide it is difcharged into Lough Erne. Hie 
fmall villages of Woodford and Ballymagowran are 
fituate on this ftream. On the whole, the country is 
rich in minerals, and pofleffe* every materia), as weR 
afe a hardy and induftrious peasantry, to bring it to a 
better ft ate; its defe&s are fuch as can be removed, 
and the greateft difficulty, which opprefle* k, proceeds 
from the negleft of its proprietors, and the want of 
due encouragement, which is ftrongly prftured in the 
f mdft confiderable trafts of this extenftve barony. I 
have been favoured with fome very judicious informa- 
tion from the Rev. Mr. John Jebb, of SwanKngbar, 
which came too late to be inferted in the defcription of 
the mountainous diftrift in the firft chapter : but as 
that region is entirely within this barbny, I fltaH 
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beg leave to mention them here, and have taken the 
liberty to feleft from thefe very general remarks, 
-which that gentleman has fo kindly communicated, 
thofe. fubje&s, which either I have not before touched " 
on, Qr which may have been the refult of obfervation 
fince I have been in his neighbourhood. 

He acquaints me, that the ipirit for reclaiming their 
lands is ftrikingly manifeft amongft the lower orders/ 
and that, though prior to the laft feaibn oats was the 
general grain, yet they have now been induced to till ' 
wheat by their vicinity to the flour-mills at Bally- 
connell and Belturbet, where their foil was fuffici- 
endy weighty after a potatoe crop, an experiment • 
which was now firft attempted in this, diftrift. I 
fhould do injuftice to Mr. Jebb's very intelligent Wt 
marks and pleafing ftyle, were I to curtail any thing 
new, as feme of his arguments agree with thofe, which 
I have before tqnched on. I (hall willingly repeat his 
opinions, as a confirmation of thele I have ventured to 
otfer, which thus proceed : 

« The crops, produced have been remarkably flue, 
and it is hoped the (owing of wheat may gradually ex- 
tend. Here, as probably in other places, the laft two 
years fcarcity has had a moft happy cffeit. Induftry 
and forefight, and a ipirit of improvement are mani* 
feftly increafingj (pots formerly fuffered to remain in 
a ftate of wild and barren nature, have been prof ofely 

manured 
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manured with burnt aflies, and have yielded an abun- 
dant fupply of excellent potatoes; it may reafonably be 
expe&ed, that the people feeling the advantage of the 
extraordinary labour, to which they were incited by 
the fear of dearth, may be induced to perfevexe from 
the hope of comfort. The habits of economy too, in . 
the nfe of provisions, which have been taught by ad-: 
verfity, will not, perhaps, be relinquished in the hour 
of plenty;' that gracious providence, which out of evil 
csin elicit good, may have been pleafed to make tempo- 
rary want the fource of permanent abundance. 

« The great impediment to improvement is want of 
capital, to drain and clear our grounds j refident 
gentry or fubftantial farmers we have none*. . To 
agricultural experiments no encouragement is afforded 
by abfentee proprietors, and the poverty of our pea- 
santry difables them from engaging in any plan, which 
does not promife an immediate return If landlords 
were to propofe a liberal bounty to their tenantry for 
draining and clearing their ground, \a a few years 
they would be amply reimburfed. This work once 
effected, improvement would-be moft rapids for the 
means of improvement are within our reach, to be ap* 
plied with Uttle trouble, and at little expence^ Every 

{pedes 

* Here Mr. Jebb doabtlefs forgot his friend Mr. Grif- 
fon, who is indeed the only exception to the remark. 
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(pedes of manfcre, appropriate to an inland country 
exifts here in great plenty : there arc specially vaft 
quantities df limeftone gravel, and rotten limeftone 
Hate, and marie is perhaps more frequently to be met 
with here,. than in moft parts of the county. 

" With want of itidufiry the people* cannot jufHy be 
charged, their exertions are fpontaaeoas,* and almctft 
inftinclive; without experiencing that aififtance and ea- 
cotitagement from their fuperiors, which the peafafltry 
enjoy in more favoured fituations, they are conftgntly 
employed, the men in agriculture, the women and 
.children in fpinning; fome there- afe who we^e/aad 
jell the productions of their looms at Enniflrillea and 
other neighbouring markets, but in this : branch nflt 
much progreft has been made for want of proper 
encouragement. 

"In the fituatibn of our poor, the moft unfavourable 
mrcumftances, which prefent themfelves, are the wretch- 
ednefr of their hovels, and want of cleanlinefs in their 
mode of living; in thefe refpefts, however, they atfe by 
no means funk fo low as the fouthern parts of Ireland, 
and within thefe few years an attention to <;pmforts, 
and ,a fpirit of neatnefs have been vifibly- gaining 
ground. An anxiety for education and for religious 
iriftrucYiori happily prevails. Few even of the pocpeft 
are without a wifti to fend their children to fchool 
and during more than two years, that I have had rite 
care of this parirtt, the demand for prayer books* 

teftaments, 
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itftAatbents* and bibles, fold at the prices of the afloat^ 
lion for promoting the knowledge and prattice of the 
Chriftian rellgiori, has been v*ry confiderablc. At 
church fhdre is always a moft regular, decent, and at- 
tentive congregation of the lower orders, and amongft 
the Roman Catholics -puixhafers have been found for 
the new teftament* proper fchdol houfes and qualified 
WtdieTs are great defiderdta* This deficiency will, it 
is hoped, be in fome tiieaftire obviated by the eredion . 
of a boil ding in the neighbourhood of the town, 
which (halt at once ferve as a residence for the matter, 
and a fchool-houfe for the children. By a charity 
iermon and by private fubferiptions, fixty pounds 
have been already railed for this purpofe, and it is 
eXjpe&ed, that in a very (hort time that fnm will be 
fufficiently increafed to authorize the commencement 
of the undertaking. This cif cumftance is mentioned, 
both as it is materially connected with the ftate of edu- 
cati&n in this parifli, and becaufe it (hews what may be 
effe&ed in other places, by an inconfidarable degree of 
exertion; at firft view few flotations in Ireland could 
afford Ids profpett of fnccefs to a plan of this nature, 
than the town and neigbourhood of Swanlingbar." 

Mr. Jebb, after defiribing. that chain of mountains 
Jf fetching towards Lough Allen and Boyle> which I have al- 
■readyfpoken af $ and which hi foetus is not only unproductive 
qffefitive good in the pwfentjlate, but has been the fource of 
much real evil, very Jlrwgly proves the neceffity and policy 

of 
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tfhuiWngftm* boufes%:*md interfering the mountain with 
fwfsfjpr. the rtafons K l havf iefore offered in the fourth 
JecJm of the firft chapter 1 and he explain* that, Os the 
adoption cf this plan would conduce to the pepux of the coun* 
try, it would be^more extenftvely advantageous, for, fays he% 
" Anaidft thofe mountains there ace numerous and 
exte&five vallies, which only require the band of cul- 
tivation tip bring them into fertility and beauty; even 
the JMeakeft ., parts abound with hidden Sources of 
wealth, which time and labour would inevitably dif- 
coyer, and apply to' the promotion of the public good* 
The nitroua, ftjphureous, and; chalybeate fprings, 
wHifeh every where arreft the attention of the ob- 
fisrver* abundantly evince, that thofe mountains are full 
of 'Valuable miperal prqdu&ipns, and the essence of 
confutable iron works, here, eatly in the laft century, 
proves. what, may be effefted, if ever the cultivation of 
our internal refources, and the exteniion of inland na- 
vigation fupply us -with proper ,fuel for the fufion of 
iron ore. Of this now neglected diftrift the import- 
ance will be indefinitely increafed, when the long pro* 
jested jun&ion of Lough Erne with the fea, by a cut 
from Belleek to Bajlyfiiannon, takes place,' and when 
the propofed opening, from Lough Erne to the Shan- 
non is effected by inland navigation, and the Leitrim 
kkesj then we {hall have a communication with the 
Atlantic, both in the north and fouthweft, and then 
we fliall enjoy a fafe and eafy intercourfe with the 

principal 
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, principal parts of Ireland. Would it not be th£ part 
of a wife and enlightened policy, to prepare for die 
full participation of thole great advantages, by opening 
oor mountains, by giving every encouragement to agri- 
oolture, and thus at once gaining wealth afld populate 
on fufficient to reap the benefits of foreign and do* 
meftic commerce ?— ^-Sfcrely, when we coniider the inn 
portant change it may effeft in the condition of this 
country, we cannot but feel ahxioua, that thfe propria 
etors of eftates fliould, in this particular, Efficiently 
confider their own kitetefts and the interefts of the 
community. If they but make roads and build cotteri 
houfes, they will pave the way for a (late of iftduftry* 
civilization, and happinefs, in a diftrift at prefent un* 
tilled, and uninhabited, the occa,fional refort of pkm* 
derers and rebels: they will confiderably increafe 
their own incomes, and they will add new lands to 
our cultivation, new fubje&s to our ftate. 

" Should thefe expe&ations be deemed fanguine, 
fliould it be faid, that the propofed navigations may 
ifever be effe&ed, and that, though they Were effe&ed, 
this country is too poor to avail itfelf of their affift- 
ar^re, yet ftill it muft be granted, that facilitating com- 
munication by judicious roads, that civilizing the peo* 
pie by comfortable habitations, that producing even a 
moderate degree of vegetation in places now utterly 
unpfoduftive, are objefls worthy the attention of our 
great proprietors. 

« A very 
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« A very few words more on this fubjeft; of late 
years, emigrations to America have be^n frequent, in this 
country, the motives generally afligned are want of 
ground, and want of encouragement to cultivate at 
home. The opening of our mountains, and holding 
out fuitable inducements to our peafantry to improve ' 
them, would farely dimtnifh the emigrating mania. 
At all events, the experiment is worth trial, every , 
probability is in favour of its producing the defied 
effeft; but fhould it even partially fail, it muft unques- 
tionably be attended with mod beneficial confer 
quences, and thofe, who put it in practice, cannot 
be deprived of the delightful and animating reflection, 
that they have endeavoured to advance the population, 
j*d profperky of thoir country." 



CHAP* 
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CHAP. X. 



BARONIES OF CASTLERAGHAN, CLONMOGHAN, ANP 
CLONCHEE. 



SECTION I. 

Agriculture. 

IT would only tend to fwcll the bulk of this book, 
and afford but a tirefome tautology, to give a diftinft 
and feparate account of thefe baronies, which have fo 
ftrong a fimilitude in every refpeft, that in defcription 
they fhould not be divided, and, with a few excepti- 
ons, have fo vety little to recommend them in their 
prefent ftate. 

The general feature of this extent of country is 
elevated ground, very irregular in the furface, and the 
hills containing from twenty to above one hundred 
acres, with a very fmall fpace of valley intervening, 
and thofe inclofed to a good pafture; the hills are 
tilly, and the foil very favourable to Corn, of a ftrong 
brown colour, and as it approaches to red, is of a bet- 
ter quality, more dry and friable; the manure of lime 

is 
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k particularly efficacious, but this is placed at a great 
diftance, and is procured but at a confiderable expenfe. 
All thefe lands have the rotation of potatoes, flax and 
oats ; of the latter, two, three, or four fucceffive crops. 
This is very bad management, and, of courfe, foon ex* 
haufts the foil, and obliges the letting it out to reft, 
during which period nothing is yielded but weeds and 
thrafli, and a heavy dead rent accrued, which will 
ever keep the tenant in poverty. To point out the 
modes of redreffing this grievance requires little ^inge- 
nuity, an intervening green crop between corn crops 
is effeded .without any additional expenfe. Every 
man who holds a farm muft have potatoes, and 4et 
him choofe that fpot for this crop, which has laft year 
had corn, which can be reftored this year to vigour 
with the dung for his potatoes, and he need never let 
k out to reft. Thus, it is in a greater degree the mif- 
management of our crops, the fele&ion of ground for 
them, and an undue courfe of rotation that is the evil, 
rather than the want of capital, which is complained 
of. Induftry acquires capital, and mifmanagement, 
though with ever fo much induftry, exhaufts it. 

It is true thefe lands are capable, by judicious ma- 
nures and good farming, of yielding crops, which have 
never been attempted here; but in feeking the modes 
of attaining, the requifites for fuch improvement, we 
fhould alfo take into consideration, what are the obsta- 
cles in our way, and we'muft alfo judge how far po- 

h 2 liti^. 
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iitic it jnay be, (by introducing agriculture and the fc- 
veral improved branches of hufbandry into this coun- 
try) to adopt thofe modes, which might tend to divert 
the attention from the linen manufacture, in which it 
is fo well eftablifhed, to perhaps a neglect of tliat 
great national purfuit, and the fears of many fenfible 
and fteady men, in this particular, certainly deferve a 
fair and deliberate inveftigation. 

The linen manufacture is at prefent more or lefs 
engaged in by every peafant in this diftrift, and they 
are all as earneftly devoted to the bufinefs of the farm, 
though I cannot fay their purfuits are in either cafes 
crowned with fuccefs; for there is little to boaft of, 
from their management or rural economy. Perhaps 
here lies the evil, that the attention of the manufactu- 
rer is not confined to his trade; the foil is doubtkfs 
very favourable to flax hu(bandry, which is as certain-, 
ly injuriously purfned> and requires a care and know- 
ledge in the feveral ftages, which we are entire ftrang* 
ers to. This is a bufinefs to .be effected in the field, 
and which the manufacturer ought to have nothing to 
do withi give him a garden for his recreation, and cu- 
linary fupply, let good markets be encouraged for the 
file of flax and provifions, then husbandry and trade 
will flourifti in their proper fpherea* 

The evil of thofe very different pnrfntts being inter- 
woven, was highly exemplified in latter years, when 
the high price of corn induced every poor man to till 

his 
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his lands, and the temptation was' too great to be rc- 
: lifted; their manufacture was of. courfe negle&ed, 
and fuffered very fevcrely, and their lands, which hare 
. been exhaufted by repeating cropping, are now re- 
duced to a flovenly cafhier fallow. 
• In how many mftances can we trace the chara&er- 
iftic of the peafantry of Ireland, and truly pronounce 
it fond of fpeculation and enterprize? Too ready to 
grafp at every novelty and change, it negle&s that bn- 
iinefs, whofe difficulties it has juft furmounted, and a 
fteady adherence to which might have infured wealth 
and independence. 

As the peafantry of Ireland have not capital, for both 
employments, they fhould be confined to one of them, 
and the landlord, who would refill the offer of high 
rents, which the manufacturer fhould make for his 
lands, would doubtlefs lerve the nation at large, and 
would ultimately find he aCted bell for his own par- 
ticulkr interefh 

To confine the buiinefs of agriculture to the farmer 
only, would, I apprehend, ftrike at the root of the evil, 
and his judgment would lead him to cultivate flax 
crops, which the (oil is fo favourable to, and in fuch a 
country of manufacture would be always in high de* 
mandj but to expel the fears of thole, who fay that 
this crop would not be fufficiently cultivated, if out of 
thb hands of the weaver, let the farmer be bound in 
bis leafc to occilpy lb much of the farm with flax, as 

the 
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the lands are at prefent fo occupied: let farming focie- 
ties give due encouragement to this hufbandry, and it 
would foon be very fuperior to its prefent flovenly cul- 
tivation, and great depreffion. 

But to confider, what are the moft adviieable means 
of reftoring a high and profitable mode of farming td 
this country, t allow it muft be gradual, as, though 
lime will effett fuch a confiderable change, yet the dit 
tance and bad carriage is fuch a draw-back on its be- 
nefits, as muft preclude a general amelioration, until 
a navigation or fome fortuitous circumftance wilt con- 
quer the exifting difficulty, as at prefent this manure 
is "brought over the worft and fteepeft roads, for ten 
or twelve miles diftant, in very fmall loads, flung in 
bafitets acrofs a horie's back, and thefe loads propor- 
tioned to the ftrength of their cattle, which is very Xn- 
confiderable. 

In fo irregular a furiace, it may appear a monftrous 
abfurdity to advife a navigation ; jret in the windings of 
thefe valleys a ready line of canal could be chofen, to 
which a confiderable number of fup plies of water 
could be eafily diverted* This I conceive of fuch iflfc- 
po'rtance to agriculture, that, whenever it can be effect- 
ed, it ought to meet due encouragement; for it not 
only conveys at a cheap rate the beft manures to foils, 
which do not naturally poflcfs them, but it eftabliihes 
the beft markets, and brings their advantages home to 
the farmer's door, and a very confiderable matter, that 

it 
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k fends fo many men and horfcs to the bufinefs of 
agriculture, who have before been entirely engaged in 
the carriage of goods. 

Thus the money, which is now fent from hence 
for provilions, would be kept at home, the country 
would amply yield 2 fufficiency of every crop, and 
trade would have a better and furer fupport. 

In fo many thoufand acres now occupied by very ; 
poor weavers we rarely fee better than blade oats, of 
an impoverished grain, which are capable of yielding 
the fined wheat, or could certainly be converted to the 
beft ftieep-waik. , i 

The vallies are very grafly, and have generally a 
light loam for a fpade's depth, and a deep clay be- 
neath 5 from the want of furface-draining they are 
now very, ri^fhy, and full of aqueous herbage, and 
fome of them are fever al months of the year under, 
water. 

Thefe lands produce a coarfe meadow, and are very 
-kind for dairy hufbandryj when they are drained, they 
are very-much improved by manuring the furface with 
afhes from the bdg. 

Their culture is with the three-horfe plough, and 
alfo very confiderably with the fpade, as they trench 
their crops, which, I have laid, are a rotation of pota- 
toes, flax, and oats; except what produces milk for 
their own confumption, they arc very little otherwife 
engaged in dairy huibandry. 

CLAY 
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CLAY SOILS, AND THEA If AKVUM 



This dcfcription of foil, which prevails in this conn* 
try, is naturally ftiff, and will foon return to its bind- 
ing and adhefive quality, after the beft tillage, without 
a due recourfe being had to the manures, which are 
aeceffary to bring it into a fertile and yielding ftate. 

The beft manure, which is attainable here for clay- 
foils, is marie; this is more beneficial towards the bot- 
tom of the hills here, the higher grounds are more im- 
proved with time. This wants fome inveftigation, as 
lime tends to cake on clay, whereas marie makes it 
friable and tilly; but the manure beft calculated for 
thefe foils is litaeftone gravel, as highly poffefling the 
calcareous virtue, of which clay is deprived, and 
affbrding that matter, which is peculiarly and me- 
chanically adapted to open the foil, as the pebbles it 
contains, by being well incorporated into the foil, fepa- 
rate the clay, and prevent it from binding* again; this 
latter virtue it always poffeffes, when its calcareous 
powers or marly quality may be exhaufted, and it 
muft be considered, that from the clofc formation of 
the pebble, this virtue will be more durable than it is 
either in lime or marie; confequently it is the fitteft 

manyre 
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.manure for their foils. As Mr. Kirwan in his va- 
luable Eflay on Manures lays down as a general 
maxim, that " Manures are applied to fupply either the 
dsfecJive ingredients ofafoil % or improve its textur^ or cor- 
reft its vices" fo here. this is particularly verified, 
the texture being implored, and the natural chill of 
the foil corre&ed by Bmeftone gravel; but as the coun- 
try does not fupply this manure, it cannot be ufed 
here, until a navigation will convey it; in the mean 
time, whatever tends to open the foil ought to be ap- 
plied* gravel, lime, rubbifh, or pebbles of any kind, 
will greatly effect it. It ftiould be obferved, that the 
clayey marie is the leaft beneficial kind for this foih 
that which poflefles mod pebbles is the beft. Marie 
is eafdy attained and raifed, and where fnch abundance 
is had, the propereft kind ought to be fele&ed*, if 
mixed with dung it becomes very powerful, and the 
proportion of the latter, which is happily the leaft at-* 
tamable, requires to be many times lefs than the quan- 
tity of marie neceflary in this compoft, which will be 
found a very durable manure. 

Paring and burning is a manure very unfit for theft 
foils, which poflefs fo few vegetables. I have feen a • 
foil here totally reduced by repeated croppings, after 
this mode of treatment, fo as not to yield grafs; when 
the carbonaceous matter is exhaufted, it will require a 
long time before fertility is reftored. Though under the 
idea of burning, we fnppofe the foU is evaporated or 

wafted, 
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yet this is denied by the beft experimental philof*- 
pliers, who account thus, that a flow lire will harden 
and not wafte it, that it affords, inftead of confoming, 
new vegetative matter, but its principal effeft is the 
change of the roots of plants into a&ual c6al ; with 
heathy foils this mode particularly agrees. As this 
carbonic principle or coaly matter is loft to the foil, fo 
it becomes exhaufted; for this matter is very highly 
contained in the dnng of animals, and alfo in all fer- 
menting manures, which at firft fight may appear won- 
derful, but is certainly afcertained from their analyza* 
tionj and thus it is, that grafs-lands are more in heart 
than arable, becaufe they not only receive this principle 
from the dung of the flock, which graze thereon, and 
which they retain, not yielding crops to exhauft it; 
and as the herbage itielf contains this principle leaft, 
foit yields in a leffer degree, and leaves it on the foil, 
whicji accounts for its fertility, and thus it is, fays Mr. 
Kir wan, that " Vegetables thrive beft rn the vicinity of 
towns, becaufe the carbonic principle is copiou/ty dijfcerfed by 
thefmoak of the various combuftibles confumed in inhabited 
places." 

This fubftance arifes from putrefa&ion, and is con- 
fequently found in great vigour in a dunghill, and ex- 
periments have been tried, which proved that earths 
the moft, calcareous, and manures the moft revigorat- 
ing, when deprived of this principle by an analyfis, 

were 
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were totally barren, and on its being again reftored to 
them recovered their fertility in a high degree. 

To apply the feveral manures to their proper foils, 
is a ftudy will be worth our enquiry, and highly 
pleafing in the purfuit; it enables us to dUTeminate the 
moft ufeful knowledge, and it particularly tends to the 
happinefs and comforts of mankind. 



Sect. 2. Pa/fure. 

In a country fo engaged in tillage, and divided into 
fuch numerous fmall farms, little can be faid of its paf- 
ture, as but a trifling proportion of it is fo occupied ; 
where the bleffings of a cow are rarely enjoyed by the 
peafant, and a horfe is equal to the work of feveral of 
thofe farms, there is no room for pafture, which is fo 
poor as eafily to account for the impoverifhed breed of 
cattle, that graze thereon. A patch of clover is the 
only graft attempted to be cultivated, and though its 
excellencies are evident, from the repeated crops it 
yields in one feafon, yet it is by no means fufficicntly 
engaged in. The demand for it is certainly increafing, 
from the greater quantity being now fold in the 
peighbouring market towns, than was formerly the 
cafe. 

For want of draining the paftures are overgrown 
with a fpiry grafs, which in outer appearance has no 

variation 
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variation from ruihes; and as their grafs lands are cojd 
and low, to they muft yield but a very poor kind of 
mil*, which does not produce much butter; as they 
are not at all engaged in feeding cattle for market, fo 
there is no produce of wool, hides, or ullow. 

TILLAGE. 

i 

As our cropping exhaufts the virtues of the foil, fo 
it is in a great degree reftored by tillage, that is, 
ploughing the ground when the proper manures are 
not to be obtained ; and in (hallow foils particular ma- 
nures are as neceflary after a courfe of crops to enrich 
them, as they are in a clayey foil to open and pulve- 
rize them. 

Thus it is, that additional ploughing will in effeft 
mellow and enrich the ground, and fupply the place 
of manures, by the cbnftant turning the foil to the in- 
fluence of the fun and air; the falts of the atmof- 
phere are greedily fucked in, in the broken ftate of the 
earth, which it has not the power to imbibe in its clofe 
ftate, when in vegetation particularly fo, when the 
plant is not tap-rooted. It is now ftrongly aflerted, 
£ud gains confiderable credit from experience, that 
thefe ploughings ought to take place in ipriog and 
winter only, and a vegetable crop fhould be the fucce- 
daneum for a fummer's fallow. The choice of this 

crop 
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crop is to be confidered, and -will varioufly Apply as 
to the neceflhy for each particular kind. 



Sect* 3. Farms. 



Inconfiderable as is the iize pf farms, yet they are 
iniferably managed, and the houfes (hew as little com- 
fort or neatnefs as their hufbandry is wretched. 
Where fo fmall a portion is under the care of one 
farmer, as from two to five acres, which are here the 
general run of plots, we muft conclude that there is 
fome hidden caufe, that: prevents its v^ry rapid im- 
provement, which it fhould attain almofl to perfections 
but the difficulty is eafily folved, when we find the 
farmer is alfo a weaver, and though induftrious, yet 
unable to follow both purfuits, for want of capital ; 
nor is the nature of their tenures lefs difcouraging, 
where many hold during pleafure only, and are liable 
to have their rents railed, fhould they venture to im- 
prove. This proceeds from neglefl: principally, and 
in a great meafure from the fear of making the tenant- 
ry independent by granting leafesj for fo high does 
the fpirit of electioneering prevail in this county, that 
it is no uncommon thing to fee the landlord's intereft 
at an election oppofed by his own tenantry, which caufes 
continual ill will, and is a great bar to improvemnet. 

Fences 
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Fences are indifferently kept, fcarce any quicks are 
planted, and a flight mound only thrown up during 
the growing of the corn: nor are they more attentive as 
to draining^ which only a few gentlemen farmers have 
engaged in. Their manures are dung, bog-ftufF, and 
allies. 

IRRIGATION. 

This is a branch of hufbandry ftrangely negle&ed 
in molt parts of Ireland, though of unqueftionable im- 
portance, and the manure it affords to grafs-lands 
cannot be excelled by the richeft covering of ftablc 
dung: this, it is faid, depends very confiderably on 
the quality of the water. It is lalledged, that water 
at the fource is pureft, and that it lofes its virtues as a 
manure in proportion to the diftance from the fource. 
It is true, that a deep river at the fountain head is 
little variable in temperature at all times; but when the 
fpace between the banks is of greater extent than the 
depth of the ftream, then it is acted upon by the fea- 
fons. I confefs my own inability of determining the 
point, whether by the remotenefs from the fource the 
land could be parched in fummer by a (hallow ftream, 
or perifhed in winter; or whether in its paflage it 
Alight imbibe noxious qualities, or be impregnated 
with minerals, which might be prejudicial to fome 

foils. 
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foils. However, we can be at no Ipfs to conclude, 
that the more faline particles which the water conveys, * 
the greater are its virtues as a manure. It may be in 
fome meafure accounted for as beneficial to vegetation, 
as all plants contain a certain degree of water; the ve- 
getable fubftance of herbs is more particylarly com- 
pofed of it, and this water is condenfed, and mjide 
folid in fome degree, as it lofes its warmth, and is not 
in a liquid ftate; by overflowing with water, this 
principle is again revived* 

In mofs lands it has been aflerted, that water is 
hurtful to the pafture, as it perifties the roots, and 
that the water of a river, which abounds with ruflies 
and aquatic plants* is unfit for the purpofes of vegeta- 
tion, and it is accounted for, as the water conveys the 
feeds of the modes and coarfe herbage as it flows, 
which foon grow to that vigour as to fmother the na- 
tural graft of the foil: as a remedy for this, the furface 
has been burnt and limed; yet it is notorious, that 
limed ground will quickly run to mofs when let out, 
but by a timely attention it may be nipped in its early 
growth and totally deftroyed. Coal-aflies will, when 
ftrewed over young mofs, very quickly confume it ; 
old land, which is hide-bound and long in gr afs, is apt 
to yield mofs, but by fcarifying the furface and {prink- 
ing lime it has been fuccefsfully baniftied 5 by throw- 
ing frelh pure earth into the refervoir, from whence 
the water is commanded, or in the trench, which con- 
veys 
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rcys it to the meadow, thfc vegetative properties ire 
highly promoted; on deep foils quick lime thrown 
into the ftream will have a very rapid efFeft, and is i 
very cheap and certain mode of manuring*. 



Sect. 4. General Subje&s* 



The population 13 great in thefe baronies, but the 
villages and towns are very inconsiderable in fize or 
wealth. 

The village of Shercock is fituate in the barony of 
Clonchee, lies high, and is but of mean appearance* it 
has a weekly market, in which no commodity is ibid 

but yarn. This village is on the eftate of — * ^ 

Ruxton, Efq. of Ardee, in the county of Louth. The 
Rev. Alan Noble Adams is the only gentleman refid- 
ing in this neighbourhood. 

A new church has been this fome time paft erefted 
here, for which a very adequate fum was granted, but 
it is yet unfinished* how often do we find the like in* 
fiances of mifapplication of money in church property, 
not to give it a harder epithet? 

. The 

* For the extraordinary effe£b of irrigation, and times of 
applying this manure, fee Queen's County Report*-— Page 
77» 7*- 
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The foil around this village is light, and the grounds 
touch elevateds the hay-grafs is particularly fweet, 
though it grows on a very light foil. The farms are 
fmall^ and on about 300 acres of glebe land the cabins 
give a.diigufting appearance of fqualid poverty. The 
year's fubfiftence is not attainable from the lands, and 
they buy much corn in the neighbouring county of 
Louth. 

The leafes hi the vicinity are generally for three 
lives, and fomewhat better for building ground in the 
town; the rents are principally made from the loom, 
and the women contribute much by fpinning. \ 

The lake at Shercock is a very fine flieet of water, 
being many miles in circumference. This lake is faid 
toi^e ope of the principal fources of Lough Erne, 
ko which k flows, branching off by Coote-hill and the 
demefhe of Annalee, uniting with the great waters from 
Bellamont foreft and Dawfon Grove takes, at Tullavin, 
and thence winds on through an extent of country 
into Lough Erne. This lake is named Lough Seelin, 
and but a few years ago was beautifully furrounded 
with full grown timber; the hills, which rife fo pic- 
turefque, awe this expanfe of water, and were thickly 
planted, but now not a tree remains. 

The fituation for fuch ornamental improvements was 
moft happy, but the miferable appearance of the coun- 
try around, and the forry village on its banks, has left 
nothing T>ut this fine flieet of water to recommend it. 
m On 
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On the town-had of Glafleck, about two mbs 
lbuth of Shercock, contiguous to the feailyborough 
road, on the cftate of John Singleton, Efq. is a great 
vein of ftrong ftone coal, of a very fnlphnreoiis quali- 
ty, courfing the bed of a narrow glen, through which 
ruus a (mail ftream, that after heavy floods riles con- 
fiderably, and flows with great rapidity* When this 
van is denuded of the foil by the waters of the ftream, 
it reiembles a rock of limeftooe, and is of a blueUh co- 
lour, but when chipped is of a deep and fparkling 
black: along the high ridge of land running fbuth, 
it appears within fix iuches of the furface; after th; 
ftream. has fallen, an iron ore and a ftrong mineral 
(pews from the joints of the mine. # 

There cannot be any coal mine more eafily worked; 
at preient one man with a crow-iron and Ipade could 
raife above a ton weight daily. 

By the ready affiftance I received from Mr. Ala* 
Adams, we raifed Tome of this coal; that part near the 
furfaqs burned deadly and was flaty, but what was 
raifed from about the depth of twelve or eighteen 
inches was much more lively, and emitted a ftrong 
blue flame, which waved a long time over the top of 
the fire; the flack fecmed excellent for a lime-kiln. 

I apprehend the quality of this coal is of the fame 
nature of the Caftlecomber collieries, in the county of 
Kilkenny, and where fo near the furface it was fo very 
promising, it may be concluded it is excellent at a due 

depth. 
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"depth. The very little expenfe and labour neceflary 
to work it is a matter of great encouragement to give 
it a fair trial, and the great demand for fuel in Louth, 
-which juft adjoins, and its aptitude for bleachers 
ttfes ought to ftimulate fome a&ive adventurers to em- 
bark in a bufinefi, which doubtlefe would well repay 
them* 

Bailyborough is 4 very mean village in the fame ba» 
rony, but hat an excellent market; the church is on 
an eminence and commands the town, which is on the 
eftate of Thomas Charles Stewart Corry, Efq. of 
Rockcorry, in the county of Monaghan* This gentle- 
man inherits this eftate from the late Charles Stewart, 
Efq. who long represented this county in parliament, 
and whole improvements and family manfion are con- 
tiguous to this village, as is the bleach-green of Mr. 
Speers: there is another alfo in the barony, Mr. George 
the proprietor. The crops around this vicinity confift. 
of potatoes, flax, and oats, and are very poor. Here, 
at in Shercock neighbourhood, fome fmall farmers 
have two cows, and they make fome butter for mar- 
ket, which is brought up for jNewry export, as alfo are 
their pigs, which make a confiderable article of trade. 

I know of no town more neglefted, or which has 
better capabilities than Bailyborough; its diftance from 
other markets, and many internal advantages, could 
readily raife it to a ftate of profperity and confequence, 
were there any encouragement given, and though it 

u 2 has 
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has been a principal ftage on the northern road, it is 
now without an inn. When Mr. Corry, who is bat yet 
a minor, fliall duly confider the matter, he will doubt* , 
left complete the improvements, which his worthy 
predecedbr had in view, and which mtitt greatly tend 
to his own intereft as well as the general and puWk 
benefit 

- A famous lake, or rather pool, which is on the 
road between Bailyborongh and King's Court on the 
fummitof a mountain, is celebrated for its antifcor- 
butic virtues imparted by die patients bathing in it, 
and robbing the tarad to the affe&ed parts, which 
rarely fail of being effectually cured ; this very power* 
ful remfedy is teftified by all the country around, it is 4 
fignificantly called Lough-on-leighaghs, or the heal* 
tog lake. 

Its diftance from Bailyborongh is two and an half 
miles, and three from King's Court ; this lake well de- 
(crves a minute investigation, as much from the fingu- 
larity of its fituation, and the virtues of its waters, as 
well as from the particular circumftances attending it, 
•of never rifing or lowering; neither is there any evident' 
fupply to keep up fo deep a body of water, nor does 
any difcharge appear whatfoever to iiTue from it j be- 
fides, it is remarkable that the fun or atmofphere has' 
no efFeft either in imparting its genial influence, or in 
reducing its waters by attraction, nor has it ever been 
frozen or its temperature altered in the fevereft winter. 

The 
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The lake doe* not cover more than half a fquare rood 
in area, and is fnuated on the fiimmit of a mountain, 
which has a range of lofty hills to the eaft and weft. 
The grounds to the weiiw*rd are confiderably higher. 
For about fix feet from the furface the water is pore 
and. clear, but within one foot deeper it is muddy* and 
this mad continues for an unfathomable depth ; it gr*« 
dually approaches to a heavy thick mud at about thirty 
foet depth* I am aflured by very refyeftable gentle* 
men* who live in this neighbourhood, that an Immcnfc 
coil of line, to which a heavy weight was affixed, had 
not found the bottom, but I cannot ftate the length of 
the chord. The mud, which is doubtlcfi the efficao-* 
ous part, at the depth of thirty feet, is procured by a 
pole of that length, round which a thick rope of hay 
is twitted, being turned round in the pool, to which it 
adheres, x and comes up in a greafy Alining fubftance 
refeu&ling tar. As a corroborating proof that die 
virtue is principally in the mud, this is frequently fen* 
jnany miles diftancc to patients afflifted with fcrophu* 
lous complaints, and many inftances have been known 
of a certain cure haviqg been effected. — The water has 
fome little tinfture of chalybeate in tafte, but I few it 
in the month of January after great rains,— It is re- 
markable that a military gentleman, who had been 
dreadfully afflidled with a leprofy, and bad ineffe&ual- 
ly tried the moft celebrated waters in England, and on 
, the Continent, was in one fcafon effectually cured with 

this 
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this mud : this vicinity was ever after dear to Mm, and 
there he refided in perfed health for many years, and 
lived to a very old age. This lake is much frequented 
in Cummer, from June to Auguft, for bathing, though 
the mud is fitid to be efficacious at all fcafons, with 
which the afFeded parts are poulticed. The company 
refide at King's Court or Bailyborough, and walk or 
ride here every day, as there are now but the ruins of 
lodging houfes, and the veftige of the ladies bath at 
the lake, which long ago were well attended to. After 
bathing, they drink of the well, which is about two 
hundred yards below the mountain, 6n whofe fummit 
the lake is, and fome fuppofe its waters are difcharged 
here by a fubterraAeous paflage, and by fuch another 
they are fupplicd* which I take to be very erroneous, 
as this- water is a hard clear fpring, not having any re- 
femblancein the tafte or colour to the waters of thd 
lake, nor is the ftreara from the well but a mere drib- 
ble, and where the fiipply can come from is ftUl more 
puzzling. 

The village of Muff is alfo In this neighbourhood, 
but of very little moment in appearance; here is a good 
annual horfe fair, and alfo the ruins of a caftle; it Is 
contiguous to the thriving town of King's Court. The 
mountains, which are in the vicinity, form a great ridge, 
and cultivation is rapidly creeping up their fides, and 
fuch excellent crops of oats arte yielded as well repay 
the toil of the improver : the average rate of land 
from feven to ten (hillings per s*cre $ when it is a little 

cleared 
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ckared of the heath and furze, h will readily fariagl 
from twelve to fifteen fhilUngs per. acre 00 a thirty-on* 
years leafe. The bogs are plenty, and their afliee 
yield a very ftrong manure. Mark is alfo la abua** 
dance, and they are not very dfftgnt from Kmeftoniy 
which is fo remarkably powerful on theft mountains* 
Of Jhelter this country 19 remarkably deftttute, and* 
either fide of the mountain is inhofpitably bleak* Ap*\ 
proaching nearer to the county of Meath, and juft 
within ks borders, the profpeft. brightens, and there 
are feveral deep glens and vallies, within which flow, 
rapid fireams and afford many pi&urefque and interefW 
ingfeenes* . . . * 

- The town of King's Court, which nearly bounds the' 
county of Cavan, and is within this diftrift, was found- 
ed not long fince by the late Mervyn Pratt, Efq> and 
is now very Ipiritedly followed up by the prefent pro- 
prietor, his brother, the Reverend jofeph Pratt Thfef 
town is very confideraUy improved, and every day 
adds Something to its confequence ; it has feveral exv 
cellent ftone and flated houfes; here is every conveni- 
ence for building, as they have the fiaeft ftone poffiblc 
for this purpofe, and land and lime very near at hand* 
the latter but thirteen pence per' barrel unllaolqed*-*-, 
Thfe late Mr. Peatt leafed the town plots and one rood' 
of garden adjoining, for one guinea per annum, i4 
perpetuity, and fee four acres of town plot for one 
guinea per acre, po a leafe of thirty-one years. This 
encouragement feeffoftoaUy.fucceeded, that the pre* 

fent 
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frnt pfaprieter has n6w doubled thfcfe te, and new 
hunfes are couftantly adding— a market hode hat 
been built, as alfo a very neat church and a haodfime 
chapel, and a difpenfary is well attended to under the 
humane and careful patronage of .Mrs. Pratt. 
. The new roads, which are making, and were Jo ma* 
fetidly wanted, will coofiderably add to the town, and 
ferve its very promifing market. 

Mr. Pratt's improvements are well decorated with 
excellent plantations; the houfe, which was lately 
Mlt for a lodge, ip fituated in a valley, and fbrounded 
with high grounds, which are quite too near, and en- 
tirely (hut out every appearance of profpejt, forming a 
perfeft amphitheatre. — Through an exteafiv* wood 
rolls a rapid ftream in a deep and narrow glen ; tb* 
rocks, which impede the water, forming natural caf- 
'cadjes produce a lively and pi&urcfque fcene. The 
new approach winds through a fertile lawn, and is 
well fumiflied with young timber. The old caftle of 
Cabra in ruins, and the many Dinilh forts, which 
are well planted, are interefting objefts in this pleafit&g 
leudfcape ; from one of thefe, which bound the de- 
mefne, the view is moft cxtenfive and pleafing, com- 
prifing noted, obfeft* in Armagh, Louth, ftfeath. Mo- 
riaghan and Cavan counties, commanding alio the 
fpire of Carricmacrofs, and the extenfive lake of 
BaUihoe. The neseerf views are moft highly enlivened 
wiiii the adjoining elegant plantations of Cormy, 
where Mr- Fofter has. formed a pacadife out of the 

moft 



OF THE COUNTY OP CAVAN. i«& 

moft ungracious and almoft fevagc wilds ; and on the 
other fide Cabra is bounded with the neat and orna- 
mental grounds of MftUintra, the feat of Mr. James 
Pratt. The demefne grounds of Cabra, which imme- 
diately adjoin the houfe, were the fite of the old town 
of the fame name, and the ruins of the old caftle, which 
was die family manfion, are contiguous to the houfe, 
but quite too near to have any pleating eflfeft, 
which fuch pieces of antiquity afford in the landfcape. 
The foil in thU neighbourhood is dry and tilly, and 
limeftone is convenient, which refines it very power- 
fully * feme wheat and barley is fowed, and tolerable 
crops yielded* The demefne of Cormy, the feat of 
Hedry Fofter, Eiq. is very beautiful, 1 and formed with 
great judgment and true, economy. The whole is now 
in the higheft ftate of decoration and improvement* 
When Mr. Fofter firft began to reclaim this ground it 
was a bleak, mountain, with fcarce any recommen- 
dation; but by great tafte, expenfe, affiduity, and 
powerful application of lime, it is now the beft im- 
proved demefire in the county. The houfe is planned 
with good efieft, being intended as a wing to ancxten* 
five manfion, as are alfe the offices, which are confpi- 
cuous for convenience, and on the moft enlarged fcale, 
forming a fpacious fquare, in which every office rieoef- 
fary for the farm-yard is moft capitally furnilhed. Ifc 
the bam is a threihing machine on an excellent plan*, 
and indeed the yard is well flocked with almoft every 
ufeful and neceffary implement for the modern and 
improved huibandry. 

IfliaU 
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- I (hall beg leave to g*ve the view of one very ufeftil 
machine, which is here annexed, and which I have not; 
fcen with Mr. Foftcr; it is peculiarly well adapted for 
hoifting hay and corn to the rick, in a car-load at each 
draught. 



' 




Tie proportion* are as JoUomis : 

The main pole from tl\e ground to. the collar %o. feet, 

The top pole from the collar, to the arm 8 feet. The 

length of the arm from the pole to the pulley and blpck 

F4 feet. The length of the (hort part of the arm 8 feet. 

Thomat 
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Thomas James Rawfon, £fq. of Cardington near 
Athy, in the county of Kijdare, is the inventor. 
- The garden is divided into (quare plots, each plot 
inclofed with a low beechen hedge, and is very well 
laid out. The drill, husbandry, is followed with the 
greateft fiicccfs, and the lands are laid down with 
clover and artificial grafles in the greateft heart ; the 
green crops are alfb in. fine vigour on tbef moll extenr 
five fcale, all drilled and regularly horfe-hocd; the 
fineft fceep-walk* are now acquired, and Aall feeding 
is engaged in on an extenfive fcaje. The neatnefe, 
the regularity, the economy, and the uncommon fuc* 
cefsj which attends Mr. Jotter's hufbandry, evince, the 
corre&nefs of bis mod comprehensive a&d <jorre& ideas 
in this delightful fcience; and if the elegant improve- 
ments of Cormy, which bear fo ftrikiqg a miniature re* 
femblance to the beautiful and extenfive, plantations at 
Collon, fliould hereafter infpire the Mule, /he would 
doubtlefs reprefent Ceres, and all the wood nymphs 
in her train, crowning Mr. Fofter with the rural wreath 
and the rewards of agriculture; . to him indeed every 
praife is due, no individual in the county has to boaft 
half his exertions, which have met with the fuileft 
fuccefs. The plantations . of Cormy, which received 
the Dublin Society's premium in the years 1781, and 
1784, are in the greateft vigour, and taken the beft 
poflible care of. 

In this diftrift there are but little relics of- antiquity ^ 
in a cairn of Hones I could trace fome refemblance to 

the 
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t . the ancient LeabaJFeine, which was the name given 

, to the tombs of their chiefs, and i$ translated by GeA. 
Vallancey as the bed or graves of the nobles. He 
feys, that this name was given to the tombs appertain- 
ing to the Mtkflans, or ancient Irifh noblefle; they 
eonfift in general of immenfe rock-ftones placed on 
others either upright, or laid flat, the covering flone 
being placed feme horizontal, others inclined, and of- 
ten circurafcribed by a wall of loofe ftones. On fevc- 
ral of thefe ftones, efpecially on thofe belonging to the 
Druids or Bards, are found inscriptions urfynjbolic 
apd alphabetic chara&er*, fpecifyiog the name and 
quality of the perfon interred. According to the Iriflx 
Antiquaries, this fpecie* of tombs was introduced 
about the beginning of the third century, burning thp 
dead having been univerially discontinued throughout 
the ifland. A very remarkable tomb of this defcHp* 
tion and in great prefervation, which I omitted to make 
mention of in my Reports of the County of Monaghan, 
Hands in a field adjoining the road between Caftle- 
Blaney and Newry, aqd about two miles from the 
bounds of the county of Armagh ; but fc requires the 
fldtt of an antiquarian to diftinguiih whether this relic 
was a tomb or an altar, as it bears a ftrong affinity to 
that fpecies of {tone altar, which in the Colle&anea it 
Called Crom-leck, or the ftone of devotion, from Crom 
to bow down or worfliip, and led a (lone, a name 

given 
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given at this day t6 a fpecies of Druidic altars, (till re* 
maining ia different parts of Ireland, confuting general* 
ly of an inclined rock-fione, fupported by feverai up- 
right ones, thereby forming a room or apartment, ia 
which the Druids attending the fervice of the altar ge- 
nerally refided, on which account they were alfi> de- 
nominated Bothal, or houfe of God, and were nearly 
of the fame conftru&ion with thofe ere&ed by Abra- 
ham . and the Patriarchs, mentioned by Mofes, and 
called Bethel, which in the Hebrew language ia of 
the *W fignification as Bothal in Irifh. Thefe altars 
were dedicated to the Supreme Being, or firft caufe, 
called frequently Crom-al, or the All Powerful Being, 
and erefted either on plains, or on eminences in the 
centre of dark and thick woods. The viftims faeri* 
ficed on them were deer or oxen, whence on many of 
them canals are cut it* the Hone, into which the blood 
flowed at the time of facrifice, in order that divinations 
might be taken therefrom. There was no ftated pes* 
riod for facrifice offered to Crom; but when any per- 
iod was willing to confult fate or Providence, relative 
to the future events of his own affairs, either in war 
or the chace, he brought the vi&im to the Druid, who 
from the ftate of the entrails and flowing of 'the blood 
drew prefages relative to the fuccefs cfr the failure of 
the enterprise. 

After the eftablifhment of polytheifm among the 
Celtic nations, little adoration' was paid to the Supreme 

being. 
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being. Confucius is faid to be the flrft, who reftored 
it among the Eaftern people, and according to the 
Iriffi Antiquaries, it was introduced into this ilkftd by 
Tighernas, about two hundred and fixty years before 
the Chriftian era, but was violently oppoied by the 
Druids, who favoured the doftrioe of polytheafin,' 
whence Tighernas and his followers are reported to 
have been deftroyed, during the time of facrifice, at 
Magh-Sleuchta in the county of Leitrim. The wor- 
ihip of the true God, hbwever, from this period gained 
ground in Ireland, but was not univerfal until about 
the middle of the third century, when Cormac, King 
of North Leinfter, openly declared in favour of the 
unity of the Deity, and condemned all degrees of poly- 
theifmj a drcumftance, which greatly contributed to 
the introduction of Chriftianity fome ages after. Seve- 
ral of the altars of Crom are yet remaining nearly en- 
tire in feveral parts of Ireland, particularly at Tolin 
and Brownftown in the county of Carlow, and near 
Dundalk in the county of Louth* 

The cairn I alluded to in this county fiands on the 
fommit of the loftieft mountain of that range between 
King's Court and Bailyborough, and about a mile or 
better from Lough-on-leighaghs* which I have juft 
now defcribed. . 

The features of the country in Caftleraghan barony 
are not very tnvittbg; and entering Cavan from Meath 

county, 
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•county, near the village of Mooalty, the foil fhews a 
deep loam and (tiff argil below, very fpongy, covered 
•with rjufties, and a greaj; proportion is under bog : the 
appearances of limeftoae are Very fcanty and of a poor 
qualify; but when fime has been well applied, the land 
feems to be very confiderably improved,- but I fhould ^ 
fuppoie Umeftone gravel was a. more prefer manure. 
The dUpofitfon of the furfacer is very favourable to 
draining ^ in the bogs about two fpades depth, is a 
thick ftratum of a very greed gravel, which would be 
extremely fit for ploughing into the uplands, merely to 
open the foil, although it does not feem to ppflefe any 
calcareous quality/ Fuel is very abundant; the huts 
are very mean and .filthy, but well (covered and warm. 
Their utclofures are the bed foil they poflefs, reared 
up in great heaps, but quite naked, without any quick 
or thorn* if this mould was mixed with lime but in a 
fmall proportion, and ploughed into their foil, it would 
be an excellent manure, and there are quarries in 
abundance of green ftrong flate and ftone, which 
could afford inclofures, and feem only calculated for 
fuch purpofes, or for making drains, which are here 
particularly required. 

The furface is very hilly in this diftrift, and ex- 
tremely irregular, but the roads are as good, rather 
better than in other parts of the county, neither is 
there a fcarcity nor a profufion of water. The pat 

turage 
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turage is only for milch cows and horfes; the fir 
greater proportion of the forms are under tillage. 

The farmers, though of (lender capital, yet expend 
▼cry confiderably in liming, the value of which they 
are now fenfible of; yet the limeftone they nfe is far 
diftant, and very coftly. . No wheat is fowed here, the 
foil being fo wet; potatoes, flax, and oats are yet the 
rotation of crops, and of the former they generally 
take . two crops fucceffively, and three of the latter. 
Lime is the.beft manure for all crops in this fail. The 
limeftone, which is ufed, is very whit?, rugged, and 
crumbly, and of the higheft calcareous quality. The 
blue limeftone here is 'very inferior and hard, and only 
partially hid. Burning the fnrface is confiderably 
purfiied, and will bring an excellent crop ; the foil is 
fo very. deep they do not injure it, as they are attentive 
not to over-crop, on which account their burning is 
never oppofed. The value of labour is eftimated from 
eight pence to ten pence through the year, but little 
deiftand for hired labourers. 

Virginia is a very mean market town in this barony, 
on the banks of the great lake of Ramor, which flows 
into the Blackwater river, and thence to the Boyn<. 
- In this lake are feveral iflands, in which are the ruins 
of old caftles; it is of very great extent, and of much 
greater circumference than Sbercock lake; the ancient 
appearance . muft have been very beautiful and pic- 

turefque, 
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tureique, when the iflands were covered witit fine 
timber; at prefent the lake only uhengagmg* the bleak 
iflands are but a foil to its beauties, though at a difc 
tance the ruins thereon are pi&urefque. Contiguous to 
this are the neat improvements of Fortland Lodge,' the 
feat of H. Maxwell, Efq.; near Mullogh is another 
very extenfive lake,'whofe waters are difcharged by 
another courfe intothe fame river. The fmall village 
of Kill is on (^bounds of this and Clonmoghan W' 
rony; Ballyjamcsduffis only to be obfcrved as a flags 
on the road to Cavan town, as there is ^nothing to re- 
commend it; contiguous to it is a fpacious lake, but^of 



comparative extent' with either of the preceding. The 
late Alderman Bevan at his own expenfe funk a fliaft 
near this village, adjoining the eftate of the Earl of 
Farnham, and came to unerring indications of good 
coal, but did* not purfue the work ; it would be 
well worth the attention of the prefent pofleflbr to re- 
fume it, as the principal trouble and expenfe it already 
accomplilhed: what an acquisition would fuch a difco- 
vcry be to the neighbouring county of Louth, which is 
lb poorly fupplied with fuel, and what resources 
would it iniure to the proprietor? DalyVbridge is a 
fmall village on the borders of Weftmeath; it is fituate 
in Clonmoghan barony, and contiguous to the great 
lake of Sheelin or Shenklin, which is of very confider- 
able magnitude, and extends to Finnoe in Weftmeath, 

n where 
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where it communicate* with Lough Inny, thence flow- 
ing through Longford, its waters are discharged into 
the Shannon. In thefe waters are feveral fmall iflands, 
and alio the ruins of a church and a cattle. The lake 
touches on four counties, and is the point of divifion 
between them, viz. Cavan, Longford, Eaft and Weft 
Meath. This little town of DalyVbridge is the only 
town in Clonmogban baron?. The fame irregular 
furface is obfervable throughout, but the ground is 
not fo elevated, neither are the hills of foch extent in 
area nor fo lofty : the foil is much drier and fitter for 
wheat culture, yet little of it is fo occupied. Tbi 
farms are yet larger than thofe in the preceding baro- 
aies; the river of Croftdony ri&s from a lake in the 
centre of this barbny, and a part of the village itands in 
this diflrift. 

The land at this extremity is worfe than the centra, 
-not fo tally but very wet, and the rent Hoc about 5/. per 
acre extraordinary. 

Hie great lake of Gawnagh, and the village of 
Scraba in Longford county, juft touches on the extre- 
mity of this county in Clonmoghan, and is beautifully 
indented, and the banks very well wooded. Mt. 
Sloane, whp refides near Crofsdony, has a good bleach 
mill, whkft is the only one in this barony. 

At Kilcogy, near Glan, is the feat of Mr. Pallia, 
which is well ornamented and improved, and is con* 

tiguous 
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tiguous to the beautiful waters of Lough Sheelin, which 
is charmingly wooded, where alfo are the handfome 
plantations of Mr. Nugent 99 the borders of Eail 
Meath. In this diftrift near Old Caftle, Mr. Tatlo is 
extending very judicious improvements. , 



> 
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CHAP. XL 



BARONY OF TULLAGHGARVEY. 



SECTION I. 

1 Agriculture* 

THIS barony appears to be by no means inferior to 
any in the county, either in improvements, navigable 
line, or trade, in which it particularly excels, and its 
lands are high, eafily rendered tllly with a flight ap- 
plication of lime, and yield very abundant crops. As 
thefe lands are acceflible to the plough, we find that 
mode of culture more generally adopted, and it varies 
from two to three horfes abreaft, as the foil is more or 
lefs weighty. 

Farms are divided in general From three to twenty 
acres, except where demefne lan,ds interfere, and thefe 
are moftly grazed or turned to meadow. The poor 
farmers, who are all manufacturers, have about one- 
t^ird of their farms under labour, which is occupied 
with potatoes, flax, and oats. * They generally break 

r * U P 
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ftp it mu£h ground every year as they can manure 
with their fcanty dunghill, and plant: potatoes in. the 
lazy-bed manner* the following feafon they divide or 
iptk the .ridges, and make the ridge where the trench 
was before, and thus have two crops of potatoes foe 
one year's dung. A -finall portion of thia tilled ground 
is thepr appropriated to flax, and the remainder to oats 
for two or three crops fuccefiively, and they let out the 
land to reft without fowing any kind' of grafs feeds: 
The produce of thefe lands may be only given by eJH« 
mation, as their crops are not for fale, merely for the 
fupport of the family. The very needieft fometimes 
# are obliged to fell, which they do very unwillingly, 
perhaps to pay rent, and thus they muft buy again at 
dear rates in fummer. As no more land is tilled than 
they eftimate will anfwer to their confumption, the 
loom is their main dependance, its profits pay their 
rents, and provide clothing, fuel, &c. 

Their. crops may perhaps rate at from ten to fifteen 
parrels of oats, per Irifli acre; flax yields from three 
and an half to four and an half ftone, per perch. Pota- 
toes here have an excellent produce, and it is no un- 
common crop, to yield fixty barrels per acre, of forty- 
eight ftones to. the barrel. 

This mode of hulbandry, courfe of crops, and fize 
of farms, being the. pretty general or average return of 
Cavan, accounts why there is not a market fpr grain 
ia the county; meal and potatoes are indeed for fcle, 

but 
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feat for the Itttfcr there is little deaund The Itapte 
fc6ta»odhks are thi niaterial* for the lota irtauifte- 
tore* they a*ver ufe 0X6a in thi ptoagh, *df ted 
<h*m but ie the detfte&e park* ftf ban* fittgifttt* 
and t very fcudl portion te and* fceep-inlk, or tfdap* 
fctforftehfoefog; df eourfe, to idet df calttnttaf 
gtwn food ho tvit been to edotetipkKtoftj nor MS 
the pifttire* indebted t6 *fiy tKftg btt (fed btfld t4 
Natate* which tot* fhe h» not *ry fetUhly $re*i* 
bat tttih a coarfe aquatic graft. 

HfeMP. 

7%/ ***** jf #fr valuable flant has hkheri* heen **• 
Jm*v* in Crftotty «r '"deed tif Jf*/**/, far* #fc fate mt/kn- . 
dttfiktiding kxxith the Northern pervert ef Europe indeed 
the truftees of the linen manufa/ture U effet very cenjider- 
aUe premium fir its growth in itehna\ and as fevered 
gentkmtn in this county are anxious to promote this laudaW 
defigfa, and are unacquainted itM &*■ mmagemeMi I here* 
vrith at their iequeft annex the modi of ndtut^ as pra3i/ed 
in Suffolk, north fame general obfervatkns fbeteon, <*£&£ 
are literally copied from the General fieto tf thi Agtkul- 
tipetf the County of Stnfbtk. IfiM in the *e*t fiction 
give the made of culture 1 rf this plant lahenfrm the Sorter- 
fet/hire Survey, which fiems very different fiem that adept* 
ed in Stiffitky and leave my readers to -adopt either modi as 

they 
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they may Jndge hefi fatted to their fiiU That mode recom- 
mended by the Linen Board is the fame at mentioned in the 
Samerfitflnre Survey: but it JbouU be vbfcrved, thai the 
author, Mr. Biffingslty dees net fay* that this plant is cul- 
tivated within the county tfSemerfet, and only gives gene* 
id dity&kns for rearing it. At all events, where JUuf 
hu/bandry is fo much followed a* in Covan, and its culture 
and dreffingi Ufdfeemfo well faited to that pra&ifed with 
kcmpy * bttle *«p* mu fi bad to a confideraHe, if not a per* 
fe& knowledge of its management, which would fo material* 
ly enrich the kingdom, and favefuch immetfe fums at sere 
annually paid for its importation* bi the ehfe of the next 
ficlion will be at/b given the premiums effered by the Linen 
jSottrd^for the culture of hemp* 

ON HEMP. 

f ROM THE GENERAL VIEW OF THE AGRICULTURE OF 
THE COUNTY OF SUFFOLK. 



« The diftrift of country, Ja which this article of 
<mWva*oa is chiefly found, ^xft&ds frpm Eye to Bec- 
cks, Reading, to the breadth of about tea mile*, 
.which oblong of country may be confidered as its 
head-quarters. 

It is ia «he hand* of both farmers and cottagers; 
but it is very rare to fee more than five or fix acres in 
the occupation of any one man. With cottagers, the 

more 
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more common method is, to low it every year on the 
&me land: there is a piece at Home, which has been 
under this crop for Jeremy fucceflive years. The foil 
preferred is, what is called in the diftrift, mixed land, 
that is, fandy loam, moift, and putrid, but without 
being ftiff or tenacious; in one word, the beft land 
the country contains; and does wdl, as may be fop* 
pofed, on old meadow, and low bottoms near rivers. 
They manure for it with great attention; fo that it may 
be taken as a maxim, that hemp is not often fown 
without this preparation: of dung and moulds, twenty- 
lire thrce-horfe loads per acre; of dung jrionc, fixteea 
loads. This is done direftly after wheat fowing is 
finifhed. l 

The tillage confifts in three earths, with harrowing 
fufficient to make the foil perfectly fine; and it is laid 
fiat, with as few furrows as poffible. 

Time of fowing, from the middle to the end of 
April, but will bear being fown all May. It is often 
found, that the early fown yields hemp of the beft 
quality. 

Quantity of feed, eleven pecks per acre, at the price 
of one (hilling or two (hillings a peck, generally from 
fixteea to eightcen-peoce. Much is brought from 
Downturn, and the fens; the feeded hemp is not lb 
good by eighteen-pence or two (hillings the ftone. 

No weeding is ever given to it, the hemp d^ftroying 
every other plant. 

It 
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It is polled thirteen or fourteen weeks after- fowing; 
the wetter the ieafon, the longer it ftands, and it heard 
a dry year better than a wet one; make no diftinftion 
in pulling! between the male and female, or femble aad 
feed hemp, as denominated in fome places. In the 
Cambridgeshire fens they are frequently feparated, 
which may. arife from their hemp being coarfer, and 
the flalk larger. The price of pulling is one {hilling a 
peck of the feed fown, or. eleven {hillings an acre, and 
beer; but if it comes in harveft, the expenfe is higher. 
It is tied up in fmall bundles called baits. 

It is always water-r«fr«/*; clay-pits preferred to any 
running .water, and cleaned out once in feven or eight 
years. An acre of three fmall waggon loads are laid 
in one, bed. They yrill water five times in the fame 
hole; but it is thought by fome too much. If necef- 
fary to wait, they pull as the hole\is ready, ftot chufmg 
to leave it on the land after pulled. 

It 

# Generally; but in a circle of about fix miles round 
Thilnetham,the greater part is never put into the water at 
all, but is dew-retted, which is done by laying }t on pafture 
- ground, for from three to fix weeks according to the feafon, 
and turned five or fix times. This procefs cods about one 
(hilling per (tone per acre, including pulling, fpreading, 
turning, and getting up; and the hemp at market is not 
worth (b much by twofhiUings per ftone, as that which hath 
been water-retted, and therefore probably the cuftom of dew- 
retting is only followed to any confiderable degree, where 
there are not pits fufficient to water-ret what grows in a dit 
tnQ..-~Notc by a Corrtftondttti, of tie Board. 
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It is getertUy few days in the water, if die weather 
is warm, if not, fire; but they examine and jadge by 
feeling it. The expenft is twelve to fifteen (hillings an 
acre. 

The graffing requires abemt fire weeks | and* if 
there are {bowers* conitantly tamed thrice a week) tf 
Bot, twice a week. This is always ofi gtafi tends or 
layers. It is done by women; the expenfe ten fluffing* 
an acre. It is then tied ttpta large bundles of eight or 
ten forts, and carted home to a barn or houfe to break 
direftly. 

Breaking is done by the done, at one fhUKng. There 
are many people in the diftrid, who do it, and earn 
Ijfteen or fixteen-pence a day, and beer* - The offal U 
catted hempjhtpw, snakes good fuel, and fella at two- 
pence a (lone. 

. It is then marketable, and fold by fample at Dla, 
Hading, Bungay, &c. price 5/. 6d. %o S/. a flone; ge-r 
nerally 7/.6V. In 1795, ^ af * 

The buyer heckles it, which k done at. is. &L a 
{tone? he makes k into two or three forts: kn&Jhrike 9 
fiortfinh % and pull tov?. Women bny it and 1pm it 
into yarn, which they carry to market, agd fell at prices 
proportioned to the finenefs. This the weaver boys, 
who converts it into cloth, which is ibid at toarket alio. 
The fpinners earn better and more ftestfj wages, 
than by wool: a common hand will do two fkains a 
day*, three of which are a cine, *t nine-pence, confe- 

quently 
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quently (he earns fiat-pence a day, and wUl look to her 
family and do half a due. Nor is the trade, like 
wool, fijbjeft to great deprdfions, there being always 
more work than hands; the confeqnence of a brUk de- 
mand* They begin to fpin at four or five years old: 
it is fidt fo difficult to fpin hemp as wool; but beft to 
learn with the rock. For very fine yam, one ftiUmg a 
clfce is pad for fpinning. About Hoxae, the yira is 
hrtlf whitened before weaving* but in other places, 
w*Hv* it brown, which is reckoned -better* The 
weavers of fine cloth earn 16/. or i8s. a week, riiki- 
dfing to/. 

The fabrics wrought in this country from their 
own hemp have great merit. They make k to 3/. 6d. 
and 4/. 6d. a yacd, yard wide, for fliirts; and I was 
fitewft fheets amTtable linen, now quite good, after 
twenty years wear. Hyckabacks, for table linen, 13 d. 
to 7/. a yard, ell wide. 

The produce of an acre may, on an average, be 
reckoned forty-five ftone, at 7/. 6d. Some crops rife 
to fifty-five, and even mores and there are bad ones fo 
IcfW a* twenty-five. If fold On the ground as it ftands, 
generally is. a rod, or 8/. an acre. 



The 
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The account of an acre may be thus estimated: 

EXPENSES. 

v £ • * 



Rent, tithe, and rates, 


- 


I IO O 


Manure, 25 loads, at \s. 6d. 


- 


i 17 6 


Three earths, at 41/. harrow included, 


12 


Seed, - 


- 


16 6 


Sowing, - 


* 


006 


Polling, - 


m 


12 10 


Watering, * 


- 


12 


Grafting, - 


- 


10 


Breaking, »• 


- 


2 12 6 


Carriage and delivery, 




... 5 .0 




£-9 * *° 


PRODUCE. 




Forty-fire (tone, at 7/. 6J. 


. 


£.16 17 6 


Expenfts, 


« 


9 8 10 


profit, 


£-7 » « 



All accounts of this fort muft be received with due 
allowances for many variations. The preceding was 
taken at Hoxne; but at Beccles (where, however, the 
quantity cultivated is not equally great) a very different 
mode of calculation takes place, and rent is valued. 

expense. 
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EXPENSE. 



Rent, tithe, and rates, 

Manure, -» 

Tillage, 

Seed, twelve pecks. 

Pulling, 

Watering, 

Grafling, 

Breaking, 



£. 


s. 


J>. 


4 





O 


3 








1 


4 


O 


1 


id 


O 





19 


O 





12 


O 





10 


O 


2 


10 


O 



♦ 


PRODUCE. 


jC-I4 xi ° 


Fifty ftone, at 8/. 

Expenfes, 


/ 

, £.20 
14 11 


Profit, 


£-5 9° 



The common method is, to fow turnips on the land 
immediately after the hemp is cleared: this is for pro- 
ducing, among the little occupiers, fome food for a cow 
and the family. With good management, one plough- 
ing and one hoeing will carry them to the value of jo/. 
But an evil arifing 'from the praftice is, that the land 
mult, for the next crop, be mucked in the fpring, when 

carting 
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» 

carting does more damage* When corn is fowu 
after the hemp, it is wheat* and thefe are the beft 
crops in the country, as nothing is efteemed to clean 
laud like this plant. After the wheat, barley or oats, 
and this great alio. 

Finding the profit fo great, I demanded why the cul- 
ture did not increafe rapidly. I was anfwered, that its 
coming in the midft of harveft was embarrafling, and 
that the attention it demanded in every ftage of its pro* 
grefs was great} being liable to be fpoiled, if the ut- 
moft care was not perpetual. 

It is confidered, and with great juftice, throughout 
the diftri&, to be of infinite confequence to the coun- 
try, and efpecially to the poor, who are entirely fup- 
ported by it, and are npw carping fix-pence a day by 
fpinning, with more cafe than three-pence is gained on 
the other fide the county by wool. 

The culture has increafed confiderably in the lalt ten 
years. 

A manufacturer at Stowinarket thus communicates 
to me on the fubjeft, from whofe account it appears 
that there are variations:—" Hemp may be grown 
,with feccefc, op the fame &*&4> many years, by ma- 
nuring annually* The quantity of feed ufuaHy fown, 
is from nine to twelve pecks per acre; varying with 
the ftrength of the foil, and thecuftom of die country. 
|n thofe places, where the fineft and heft hemps are 
grown, twelve pecks is a common quantity. 

« The 
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" The foil and feafofc make a very material differ- 
ence in the produce and quality^ An acre will produce 
from 25 to 6*0 ftone; an average crop may be eftimated 
abotit 36 or 38. 

u Hemp, when left for feed, is feldom Water-retted, 
from the additional trouble and expenfe; but I am of 
opinion, it would be better if fo done. It is generally 
{lacked and coveted during the winter, and is fpread 
upon meadow-lamjr in January or February. If the 
fcafon ftits, (particularly if covered With faow) it will 
come to a good colour, and make ftrong coarfe cloths. 
It Is much inferior to hemp pulled in proper time, and 
water-retted. 

« The cuftdm of many places is, to dew-ret their 
hemp; that is, to fpread it on meadoW-Iand as foon as 
pulled, and turn it frequently; but this is a very bad 
method af retting it; the bark will come ofPcomplete- 
ly-^it therefore requires more violent means of bleach- 
ing the yarn, and confequently diminishes the ftrength. 
It is likewife much fooner injured in rainy feafons than 
hemp water-retted: water-retting is performed by bindr 
ing the hemp in fmall bunches, with the under hemp, 
when pulled, and, as foon as may be, placed in rows 
eroding each other in the water, and immerfed. Stand- 
ing water is deemed the beft: it requires fdur, five, or 
fix days fteeping, till the outfide coat eafily rubs off, 
and is then fpread on meadow-land, and turned fre- 
quently until finiihed. The fejne water will not be 

proper 
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proper for receiving hemp 'myre than three times in a 
fcafon, and the firft water always produces the bed co- 
lour, in the leaft time. 

" But I do not pretend to give exaft directions for 
managing hemp •, it can only be acquired by practice. 
When the hemp is retted, it is bound up in (heaves or 
Jarge bunches, and with a machine called a brake the 
cambuck is broken in pieces, and with a fwingle is 
cleared from the fmall remaining, pieces of the cam- 
buck, and then bound up in (tones. In Suffolk 14! 
pounds of hemp is deemed a (lone. The hemp, which 
breaks off in the operation, and called fhorts, is bound 
up by itfelf, and is about half the value of the long 
hemp. 

" The price of breaking hemp varies with the length, 
and the eafe or difficulty, with which the cambuck fe- 
parates from it: from tzd. to iU or 2od. is paid; 12 J. 
and 14A are the mod common prices. The refute is 
only fit for burning, and is Ibid from one penny to 
two-pence per fack. 

" I have been informed there are mills erefted for 
breaking flax; and, as the mode of breaking is fimilar, 
I imagine they might be applied to hemp. In fbme 
parts of the country, where much hemp is grown, 
this might prove a confidcrable faving. But, as hemp 
is very bulky before it is broken, and fmall quan- 
tities only are grown in each village, in general, I fear 
it would not anfwer the expenfe to ereft many of them. 

« When 
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* ftheii the *hemp tar broken, k ts fit loir market, and; 
h purchafed by heddart. Di*, HarleAoa* and Hatot 
worth, are cobfidorablc marked for hemp; but the 
greateft quantity is foldto neighbouring, hecklers, wi&- 
out carrying to market. 

" * « The prices vary vefy triueh : dewvret hdmp Mis 
fro* utoiMor is. lower than water-ret, Th£ prefea© 
price of the beflr water-ret is abtrot «/. 4& per ftdaet v 
this price Is very high. Dew-ret hemp is proper 1 for 
coarfe yarns only; and If that were made from watte* 
retted hemp, it would be ftronger and of a better *ft>» 
iour. I 

< « The firft operation of tke heckle*; is bunching or 
beating the hemp; this was formerly, aud-islttt, in 
feme places, done by land, but in Suffolk is tib^^ 
ways done by a mill, which lifts up two, and feme-' 
times three heavy beater? alternately, that play upon 
the hemp, while it is turned by a man or boy to receive 
the beating regularly. This mill lis fomerijaea wfektd 
by a borft, and fometimes by wa^r* but I think it ma- 
ctupe. might be conftru&ed to fave the expenfe of 
either. In this I may be miftaken* 

« The time, requifite for beating the hemp, varies 
atcordfcg to the quality of ft, and the purpofes it is In- 
tended for; the finer the tow is intended to be, {be 
n*orp beating tbe hepap requires. When bundled, it is 
drefled or combed by drawing it through tbe becklca, 
rdembliog wool-combers tooh, only fixed. Th4 pricfat 
p paid 
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paid the tackier vary in different place** end with the 
different degrees of finenefs, to which it it drefled; 
from three farthings to two-pence per pound is paid; 
and. the : earnings are fr6m i$d. or \6d. to */. per 
day. 

** In the hemp trade there are no fixed rules for 
combing, as in the wool trade. The lame hemp is 
drefled finer or coarfer, to fuit the demands of the pur~ 
chafers. It is fometimes divided into two or three 
Jhris of tow* and fometimes the whole is worked toge- 
ther for one fort. The prices of tow vary, from about 
6d. to i&& per pound. 

" The heckler cither fells the tow to fpinners and to 
weavers, or pats it ont to fpin himfelf, and fells the 
yvn to the weavers* The prices of fpinning vary with 
the finenefs of t,he yarn. 





4 d. 


i clae from a pound is worth (pining, '* 


ibout. 7 or- 6$ 


if cine from a pound, - • 


- . 8f or 8 


a dues from a pound, - 


- 9i or 9 


*$ clues from a pound, ... 


- ic£- or to 


j clues from a pound, ... 


- is 



« The fpmners, who buy the tow, fell: their yarn to 
neighbouring weavers, or at the neareft. market. The 
yarn- is reeled, in many places: 2 yards, t thread; 40 
threads, 1 lea; 20 leas > 1 ficain; 3 flcains, one due, 
4800 yards: in others, 3 yards, 1 thread; 40 threads; 

1 lea; 
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t lea; 20 leas, 1 (kain; 2 flcains, 1 clue, 4800 yards. 
The former is the moft convenient method for the 
bleacher and weaver. 

« Weavers, in general, purchafe their yarn from 
ipianers in the neighbourhood, or at markets, and deli- 
ver it to the whitefter, as he k commonly called, who 
returns it, bleached, to the weaver; receiving 20 or ai 
for bleaching 120 clues. 

" Bleaching the yarn is performed by laying it in 
large tubs, covered with thick cloths, upon which 
a(hes are placed; and pouripg hot water daily through 
it, turning the yarn frequently, until the bark come* 
off. It is then rendered whiter, by fpreadingit on 
poles in the air. This is a difficult part of the bufioefs; 
the art confifting in procuring the beft colour with the 
leaft diminution of ftrength. 

" Weaving is, in general, conduced in the manner I 
have ftated; that is, by pur chafing the yarn at market, 
and, after bleaching, making it into cloth of various 
degrees of finenefe and breadth. The breadths are 
half-ell; three-quarters wide; three-quarters and a 
nail; ieven-eights and yard-wide (heeting; yard wide; 
{even yards one-eighth wide; and ell-wide; Prices 
from totf. per yard, half-ell wide, to 4/. or 4/. 6J. ell- 
wide. 

" Exceeding good huckaback is alio made from 

hemp, for towels and common table-cloths. The 

p 2 low 
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low-priced hemps are a general wear for hufbaadr 
men, fervants, and labouring manufacturers; the forts 
from i$d. to zr. per yard, are the lifeal wear of farm- 
ers and tradefmen; the finer forts, feven-eighths wide, 
"frond ts. 6J. to 3/. 6d. per yard, are preferred by 
ibany gentlemen, for ftrength and warmth, to other 
fcnefc. 

« The largeft quantity of hemp is fold as it Comes 
r frbm the looih,' and bleached by the purchafers; but 
J forhe quantity is bleached, ready foT weaving, either 
1 fey the weaver or by a whitefter: this is done by boB- 
' ing ft In lye (taade from afhes,) and frequently fpread- 
fag it on the graft till it is white. 

« Many weavers vend their cloths entirely by retefl, 
hi thdir neighbourhood* others to ftiopkeepers, prifiei- 
pally in the counties of Norfolk and Suffolk, and in 
part of Eflex, and others at Dis, where there is a hall 
•for the fide of hemp cloth, once a week; and at Nor- 
wich, where there is a ftreet occupied by weavers, 
: from different parts of the country, who have (hops 
^init 

; " The earnings of the journeyman weaver vary con- 
{ fiderably, from the fealbn; frofty, windy, and very dry 
weather being unfavourable; and they rsivf alfo, -from . 
the great difference in lkill, and the quality of the ma- 
terials to work upon: they may earn from about is. to 
if. 6. per day; in extra cafes, more. s 

"I think, 
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« I thiaJq Six, yo» will perceive* from the fotgpent 
I have gives of the manner, in yrhich the hemp trade i$ 
conduced, tiue impoffibility of afcertaining, with aajf . 
tolerable degree of certainty, the profits arifisg from , 
an acre of hemp, converted into cloth $ and thai eiU- 
mates, drawn /rom fources fo vague and lHWrtefy 
would be mpre likely to mjflead than inform. 

« I will now, agreeably to yopr requeft, proceed to 
mention a few hints, which may tend to the improve/- 
meat and extenfion of the trade: * 

« Although I have ftated hemp, in the procefs 
of manufaftuj ing, to pafs through the hands, of d?e 
breaker, heckler, fpinner, whitefter, weaver, and bleach- 
er of cloth, yet many of thefe different operations are 
frequently carried on under the dire&ion of the fame 
perfoe. Some weavers bleach their own yarn and 
cloths others their cloth only: others heckle their tow,, 
and put it out to fpinnersv others buy the tow, and put. 
it outf and a few carry on the Vhole of the trade them- 
felves. This lafcter is the plan I purine, the advaptygea 
appearing to me cenfiderable. 

« When the trade is condtf&ed by different pw fons, 
their iaterefts often clafla ; by under-retting the hemjv 
the grower increafes the weight} by (lightly beating it, 
the heckler increafes the quantity df tow, bvt leaves it : 
fuller of bark; by drawing out the thread beyond the 
llaplri, the fpinner increafes the quantity of yarn, but 
ipjares the quality; by forcing the bleaching, thf white- 

fter 
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fier increafes his profit, but diminiftics the ftrength of 
the yarn. The whole (hould, therefore, be checked 
and regulated by the weaver, with a view to his ulti- 
mate profit; which, in the hemp trade, (hould ever be 
deemed infeparable from the ftrength of his cloths. 
" It appears to me, that in manufacturing doth, in 
general, in Ireland, Scotland, and cHewhere, ftrength 
has been facrificed to finenefs and colour. Flax is 
pulled too early (being fineft before it acquires its full 
ftrength,) and drawn beyond its ftaple, to render the 
cloth finer, at the price; and although there never was 
a time, when the linen manufacture excelled fo much 
in colour and in finenefs, yet the want of ftrength was 
never fo univerfally complained of. 

« The hemp manufacture cannot rival that of flax 
in finenefs, nor is it defirable. In colour, it is by no 
means deficient, and poflefles this advantage over Irifti 
and all other linens, that its colour improves in wear- 
ing, while theirs declines! But the article, in which 
EngHfh hemp, properly manufactured, ftands unrival- 
led, is the ftrength: flax will not bear the leaft compa- 
nion with it, in this refpect; and I cap aflert, from ex- 
perience, that it is far fuperior in ftrength to Ruffian— 
the ftrongeft known hemp next to the Engliflu Every 
regulation made in the trade (hould, therefore, be done 
with a view to improve it in this refpeft, and one of 
the moft beneficial I conceive to be an increafed boun- 
ty on the growth of hemp; if it could be procured, 

the 
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'the additional bounty to be paid for hemp water-retted 
only. ' If large farmers cqpld be induced to grow it, 
as they became habituated to the management of it, the 
trouble would decreaft, and the bounty might in time 
be difcontinued. 

« The neceffity of keeping up the quality of the 
cloths fhould be ftrongly imprefled on the wearers; 
perhaps, if premiums were given for the bed manufac- 
tured hemp cloths, it might be ferviceable, under" pro- 
per regulations. I think the public would be found 
very much difpofed to encourage a ftrong manufacture 
of cloth, and there are fa&s, which induce me to 
think fo. 

« Confiderable quantities of Ruffian fheeting arc 
ibid in England, merely for their flrength, as they are 
coarier, at the firlce, than any other foreign linen. 

« Hemp, if known, would always be preferred, 
being ftronger than Ruffian, from the quality of the 
thread, and, at the fame time, lighter in wafhing, which 
is often , an obje&ion to Ruffian; 

« The quantity of good hemp being gradually in- 
created, would infenfibly increafe the number of fpin- 
ners, and extend the trade. Some regulations are 
wanting, refpefting reeling the yarn. The fame method 
the wool trade has adopted, would not, I think, Suc- 
ceed; as the fpinners often buy the tow, and therefore 
it would be impracticable for an infpe&or to examine 
the yarn. But, if the punifhment were fimtlar, and 

the 
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the owner of the tow > the putter out, oc the peribp, to 
whom it was offered, were permitted to profecutej if 
might anfwer the purpofe. 

. " In Ireland and in Scotland, I am informed, there 
is a board, or committee of gentlemen, entrufted with 
powers by government for the regulation of the linen 
trade: if fome plan of this kind were adopted, I think 
it would be very ferviceable, as they would acquire, io 
time, a complete knowledge of the trade, in its differ- 
ent branches, and apply fuch rewards and regulations, 
as the different times and fituations would require, 
and might extend thefe to circumftances, which general 
regulations by parliament could not efFeA. 

" In Scotland and in Ireland, each piece of cloth 
is ftamped by an officer, with the length, breadth, 
and number of one hundred threads contained in the 
warp. 

" If a fimilar pralHee were obtained here, k would 
have a beneficial tendency; as the length, breadth, and 
rate (or number of threads in the warp) bang given, it 
is eafy to afcertain, what fhould be the weight. If 
then a certain mark were put on each piece of hemp, 
manufactured agreeably to the beft rules, it would im- 
prove the quality of the cloths, by exciting competition 
rather in goodnefs than in finenefs. This 'would alfe 
prevent a pra&ice, which, I fear, prevails greatly; th* 
felling other doths, made up to imitate hemp> in lieu 
of it. 

«If 
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, « If the method I h*ve hiatal (hould ber found «*• 
prafticftble, fome means Should be devifed.to prevettt 
this imposition oa the public, which, if fuffered t& 
proceed, will dafcredit, and perhaps ram the man** 
faftpry. 

.« You will perceive Sir, that thefe ate, toaay gf 
Jthein, Jiazarded thoughts, which it wofoid require modi 
reflection to mature and reduce to prafikc* 

" You inquire if Suffolk hemp is ufed for i*opes?-*4 
belie v$, never. It is too fine and dear }. and. fadting is 
principally made from Ruffian hemp, although theoffifl 
of Englifli is fometimes ufed. • 

« I hope, Sir,, you will find the above account i* 
fome degree fetisfa&ory* if you WMh aaf further infor- 
mation, 1 ftiall be happy te give it you, a* ftp as in my 
power. You will be pleafed to make any ttfe of theft 
hints you think proper— concealing nay ?ap»e. I hare 
indofed a few fpecimeas of hemp cloth, of different de- 
grees of finenefs." 

The Rev. Mr. Mills, of Bury, alfo writes tb«s*~t- 
« Hemp delights in a black rich mould, the richer? 
and ftrongerf it is, the better. It has fome&fitf been 

* A rich black ftfong foil is beft for every thing; but It 
<WOnld too touch difcourage the culture, if it was fuppoted to 
be.effentially neceffary: I have feen it thrive well, Ibwri After 
turnips fed off on g6od common friable loams; manure will 
make it thrive on any except very dry and fteril (oils. — A. TV 

t : A good and friable eky, well manured with mould, will 
aufwer: the foil cannot be too rich. 
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feirn upon the breaking-tip an old lay, and where 
there has been fufficient depth, with foccefs. Let the 
land be well worked and manured with thirty load* 
-per acre, about a fortnight before feed time, which b 
from the beginning to the end of April; if (own earli- 
er, as* the plants are almoft as tender as French-beans, 
the frofts would greatly injure, if not totally deftroy 
them; the fbooer (the feafon permitting) k is ibwn, the 
better, though it has been fometimes deferred to the 
15th of May*, Three buiheis and an half of good 
*brighr fad-are fufficient for an acre, which fhould be 
gently and lightly harrowed in: the birds muft be kept' 
off die land till the plants appear: the time of pulling 
Is about the beginning of Auguft, or, more properly 
fpeaking, thirteen weeks from the time »f fowmg: the 
leaves turning yellow and the ftalks white, are figns of 
its maturity; the male and female hemp are pulled to 
-gether: indeed when the crop is thick, it is impoffiblc 
to feparate them. The expenfe of pulling is generally 
estimated at one fluffing per peck, according to the 
quantity originally fown. 

* <t When it is all taken up and bound in finall bun- 

: dies, with bands at each end, to fuch a bignefi as you 

can grafp with both hands, H is conveyed to the pond 

of (fending water (if a day-pit the better,) where it 

is laid bundle upon bundle, direft and acrofs, thus, 
1 ■ • « 

■ ; ; this is termed a bed of hemp, and after it is 
• • • 1 
piled to fuch a thicknefs, as to anfwer the depth of 

the 
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the Water (which cannot be be too deep/) it is loaded 
with block* and logs of wood, until all of it is totally 
immer&d: after remaining in this ftate four or five 
days, as the weather Jhall direft, is is taken out and 
carried to a field of aftermath, or any other graft, that 
is clean and free from cattle; the bundles being untidd* . 
it is fpread out thin, (talk by ftalk; in this ftate it mtift 
be turned every other day, efpecially in motftweathter, 
left the worms Jhould injure it; thus it remains for fix ; 
weeks or more,', then it is gathered together, tied in; 
large buddies, and kept dryf in a houic till December 
or January, when die ftalks are broken, and the bdrfc 
wholly freed from them, by an inftrument called a 
braker. The art of breaking it, by a labourer of com- 
mon capacity, would be learnt in 'a few hours, and the* 
fwingling of it, which follows, requiring fome Height 
as well as labour, though more difficult, might, in a 
little longer time, be acquired. After breaking and 
fwingling, it is fent to the heckler and hemp-dreflcr, 
to be prepared for fpinning, according to the fine- 
oefs defired. 

« Should 1 

* This deferves experimental inquiry; watering hemp k a 
partial rotting through fermentation \ the wciflity of the at* 
mofphere rauft for that purpofe be necetiary. The beft hemp 
ponds I have feen, have not exceed the depth of five 
feet.— A. T. 

f It might .do as well (lacked if kept perfectly dry. 
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♦< Should the hemp ibid for feed, the yam of k \ 
wiB ncrer be fo white, as it is Hot watered, but only 
fpread on the.grafs for the benefit of the dews; it wU 
not be improper to obfenre, in this cafe, after it is tied 
in bundles, it is fet up like wheat in (hocks, till the 
feed will freely (hed, and then threihed outr 

« in the ftate hemp comes from the brake, it will 
fetch from dr. to 7/. 6. per (tone*; in the year 1787, 
it ibid as high as 9/. The produce is fo variable and 
uncertain, that in one feafon a rood and fix perches 
of land has produced feTentecn ftone, and aabther 
with the fame culture and manure, only twelve. 



* The hemp is tied up in (tones, when it comes from the 
fake. 



« The 
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- " The expences of cultivation may be thus eflimated : 

Rent of ajt acre of land, - - 190 

Ploughing, Towing, &e, - • oio 6 

Three bu&tels and an half of feed (fold -. 
from is. 4d. to 2s. 6d. per peck) at 
is. 6cL per peck, - - - 1 . *. - o 

Bay keeping birds a week or more, - q , 1 6 
Pulling, at the rate of is. per week, ac- 
cording to the feed fowo, - - o 14 o 
Getting it in and out of Water, turning 

and laying up, > - . t x Q 

T5theAhd town charges* not eftimated. . 

£.4 8 o 

' « The expenfe of breaking hemp, is from is. to 
is. 6d. per ftonej the dreffing at the hecklers ix. 6tL 

per 

* To continue this account: - -' • 480 

Tithe and rates, fuppofe - - - 060 

The loweft crop mentioned, is 48 ftone per acre, 

let us fqppofe odfy 40, breakiqg at is. 3d, . 2 10, * 

Total, 

fHODUCl. 

Forty ftone, at 7s. - 

Parliamentary duty, 3d. a ftone, - • - 



£7 4 





£• >. 


J. 


24 9 





10 






Expenfes, 

Neat profit per acre, 
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per ftone; and the fpmning (according to the finenefs) 
from yd. to I/, per due. A doe is three (tains, a 
Jkaia is twenty leas, a lea is forty threads, a thread is 
two yards when reeled. The weight of a due varies 
with die finenefi or coarienefs of the thread. 

« There cannot be much difficulty in a woot-fpin- 
ner*s learning to fpm hemp; the ufual flint of a wo- 
man, is two fleams per day, or from fonr pence half- 
penny to eight pence, according to the finenefi; from this 
there are no deductions, and the price has been nearly 
the fame for fome years. 

" As you requefted, I inquired if a rich fand would 
anfwer for the cultivation of hemp, and whether wheat 
, might be fown after it. Both theie queftions were an- 
fwered in the negative*. And the reafon affigned 
againft the wheat was, the richnefs of the land would 
make it run to ftraw. Oats is the general crop after 
hemp. Turnips, fown immediately after it, have an- 
fwered tolerably. 

* It is common to low wheat after hemp in various parts 
' of this kingdom, and alfo in France; and it is reckoned one 
of the beft preparations for that grain; but upon a rich black 
mould, the obfervation of this gentleman is probably very 
juft. I have feen very fine hemp on good fends. —A, T. 



Sect. 
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Sect. ?. Pa/lurt. 

The breed of cattle is very indifferent; for as .little 
attention has . been paid to* their improvement as to 
the fertilizing of the foil.. This negle& comes in an* 
heavy charge on the, landlord, who could at a trifling 
expenfs introduce that breed, by which his tenantry 
ought .be materially bettered. Mich cattle are houfed 
during, the winter, after the. meadows are cut; the 
grafs is not Air red for a day; the day following it is, 
turned and feparated into lap-cocks; thefe are fhook 
out. for fcveral days, and made a fecond time into lap- 
cocks, and it becomes quite dead, and bleached before 
k.is tramped. 

The produce of the. meadow, is generally.from.eight* 
to twelve or. fourteen good horfe-laada . per acre; the 
hay however is very coarfe and ruftiy, except the mea- 
dow has been well drained and maaured, which the 
poor farmer never thinks of. Much of their meadow 
ground has been bog, which has been cut out, and 
when well levelled they burn the furface, plant pota- 
toes for two years, fow one crop of oats, and then let 
out: fome few will procure hay-feed of the commoneft 
kind, but very generally it is left to throw up the na- 
tural herbage, which for a year or two is very tolera~ 
ble, and the produce good, W quickly degenerates to 

a coarfe 
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a coarie fpiry grafs, and ruftics, if not manured. This 
negleft (hews their indolence or depraved fyftem ; for 
the manure, which' well anfwers, is a dreffing of aihes, 
which is ever inexhauftible here, and would well re- 
pay thttrtrouble. 

As I have fhewn the proportion of their tallage land*, 
the remainder of the farm is appropriated to graft for a 
cow or two, and it is ftrprifing, after the fupply of the 
family's milk, how much butter they regularly fend to 
Newry market, for the export trade; fmall parcels, 
of courft, from each farm, but the aggregate is very 
coafiderable. The trade of hides is fo trifling as 
fcarcely to defer ve notice; what this country fuppliee 
are lent to Dundalk, value about thirty-five to fifty fliil- 
lings per cwt.; butter rates to ninety-four (hillings 
ditto; tallow from feven {hillings and fix pence to 
eight Shillings and fix pence per Aone; but this alio of 
fo incoofiderable a quantity, as nothing equal to the 
demand of the country*. Of wool, they have none 
from their own paftures, but it is brought to their 
fairs and markets, from Louth, Meath, and Weftmeath* 

H£MP. 

Htrefdhw the dtrecHens for the culture of this plant f as 
taken from Mr. Billitigsley's Survey ef Somer/et/bke y which 
will be found to differ from thofe given in the Survey of tie 
County of Suffolk, as copied in the preceding fecJio*. 

DIRECTIONS 
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DIRECTIONS 

FOR. THE 

CULTURE OF HEMP, 

PROM THE SOMERSETSHIRE SVRFET. 

The culture of hemp and flax agrees in many ref- 
pefts; but in their nature and form they are widely 
different. In flax, the male and female embrio are 
lodged in the fame flower; but in hemp the male is 
found on fome plants, and the female on others; they 
are, therefore, called male and femak hemp; that which 
has only flowers is the male, and that which has feeds 
is the female hemp. The male is ripe five or fix weeks 
before the female, and they both arife from the fame 
feed. 

Hemp likes a deep, rich, dry, fandy loam, and abhors 
a cold wet day; a pie.ce of woodland, grubbed up, ge- " 
nerally anfwers well. It requires frefh land, good til- 
lage, but feldom dung: even land exhaufted with other 
crops, if welt tilled, will produce good hemp, and if 
properly managed, will leave the land as clean as a 
garden. 

The quantity of feed per acre about three buftiels, 

and time of fowing April or May; great care muft be 

taken to keep off the birds, for they are very fond of 

the feed, and their time of feeding is principally before 

4 * p fun* 
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fun-rife, and within half an hour of fun-let. Compleat 
weeding is as neceflaf y for hemp as for flax. 

About the beginning of Auguft the male hemp will 
be ripe, and great care (hould be taken that the pullers 
do not trample and injure the female' hemp left (land- 
ing. It muft be gathered into fmall bundles, and no- 
thing more is neceflary than to dry it in a proper man* 
ner, fo as to make it fit for working: 

In managing the female l\emp, particular regard is 
to be had to the feed; care, therefore, muft be taken 
in drying it. After iois tied up in bundles about the 
{tze of a yard round, it ftiould be fet up in the fun for 

[three or four days* but if the weather be difficult, it 
maybe flacked in fmall mows of about a waggon-load 
each, where it may remain till it is thoroughly dry,' 
and fit to be houfedj a little wet does- not injure the 
' folk, but it greatly damages the feed. An acre of land 
will- produce from' twenty to # thirty bufliels of feed; 

♦and the ftalk of the female hemp is more valuable than 

( the ftalk of the male. The watering, breaking, and 
drefling of hemp, is fo nearly like thofe operations* 

, on flax, that I fhall not detain my reader any longer 
on this article, and fhall only add, that in many cafes 
the crop is more profitable than that of flax. 



PREMIUMS 
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fymiairm Frit the cultivation o* hemp, offknbp 

BI THE LIKEN BOARD. : 



AT a meeting of the trustees of THE' LINEN 

AND AEMP MANUFACTURE OF IRELAND, OQ Tuef- 

day, the 3d of March, 1801. 

Hon. JOHN BARON DILLON in the Chair. / 

The Right Hob. John Fofter reported from, the Com- 
mittee a plan of encouragement for promoting the 
growth of hemp, and the eftablMhment of the fail-cloth 
manufactory, which was read and is as follows: 

HEMP. 

The truftees of the linen and hempen manufa&u**, 
anxious that this kingdom fhould effe&ually lay hold of 
the prefeat opportunity, which the interruption of trade 
with the northern Hates offers for -promoting the 
growth of hemp, and the eftablilhment of the fail«rclo& 
* manufacture, call upon all landholders or farmers to 
affift their endeavours, by allotting feme portion of 
their ground to the railing of hemp. 

-"'■pa Tfcey 
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They underftand it is as eafy in its culture as flax; 
the richer the foil and the deeper the loam the better 
will be the produce; it fucceeds admirably in drained 
bog manured with alhes; and the eraftees propofe to 
procure a fuffident number of perfons properly Dolled 
in the management of it from the time it is ripe for pol- 
ling, until it i* made fit for the fpumer. 

Thefc perfons will be {rationed in various parts of 
the kingdom, and orders will be given to the county 
infpeftors to receive all applications from gentlemen or 
farmers, who may defire their affiftance, and to lend 
them accordingly. 

The truftees will alio give the following bounties, 
and continue them for three years. 



BREAKING AND SCUTCHING, 



i. For every ftone of Hemp grown in this kingdom 
in the years i8oi, 1802, and 1&93, well broken and 
fcutched for the hatchel or for cordage, the fum of 
44/. and a further bounty of a complete fet of hemp 
hatchels to every perfbn, who {hall have broken and 
fcutched half a ton weight thereof. 

2. To the pwner of any mill or mill machinery, 
wherein not lefs than thirty tons of found hemp pf 
Irifh growth fhall be broken and fcutched perfectly be- 
fore the ift of Tune 1802, the fum of tool. 

3. To 
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3. To the owner of any null or mill machinery, 
which {hall be erefted after the 1 ft of May 1801, 
whether entirely new, or added to ad old mill, wherein 
there (hall be broken and fcutched the greateft quan- 
tity of found hemp of Irifh growth, between the ift of 
JtHie 1802, and the ift of Jirae 1803, t>ot kfs than 
50 ton, the fain of 150/. — for the next greateft qoaa- 
* fity, not lefs than 40- tab, between the fiid: periodi, 
the fum of j*>©/.— and for the next greateft quantity* 
tiot lefafthan 30 ton, between the ftid periods, the f«& 
of5oA . : : .„.- 

> 4. To the owner 6f any mill or mill machinery , otar 
or hereafter to be erefted, wherein there (haft be bro* 
ken and fcutched the greateft quantity of found hemp 
of hifh growth, between the ifiof June 1(03, 'and 
tiie ift of June 1804, not lefs than 100 ton, the fum 
300/.— for the next greateft quantity, not lefs than 
«o con, the fum of a 00/.— and for the next greateft 
quantity, not lefs than 60 ton, the fum of 100/. 

5. For every ftone of hemp of. Irifh growth, well 
watered, retted, and fcutched, which /hall be hackled 
and dreflcd fit for fpinning, between the ift of Ab» 
guft, 1801, and the ift of Auguft, 1804, the film 
of 3^ 



SPINNING 
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SPINNING. 



I-. 6. Eor all machinery which Audi be crofted, whe- 
-ther entirely new or added to old mills, for (pinning 
.hemp or flax for faikcloth, before the firft of Auguft, 
<i8o2, to be worked by water or (leant* a fum after 
ithe rate of i«r. for every fpiadle it Audi contain, :<o» 
fufficient iecurity being given that the number of. fpia*- 
xUes, for which fiich premium (hall be received, fliaW be 
-regularly kept at work in fpinning hemp or flax for 
'three years. ; 

* For this premium the fum of 3060/.; will be appro- 
priated— aod if more than 6000 fpiadlea fliall be.claia^ 
:ed'for, the truftees will referve to themfelra.the power 
of dividing the . fum of 3000/. rateably among die 
claimants. ... ~ . .. 

.. 7. To the petfbn, who fhall fpin fiich yarn by fuch 
machinery, before the firft of Auguft, 1804, a fail- 
xloth loom made of the teft materials, and on the moft 
improved plan, will be ordered by the truftees for 
every two ton of good even merchantable yarn fo Ipun; 
every fuch loom to continue the property of the board, 
into whofefoever hands fuch fpinner may give it. 



ITINERANT 
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ITINERANT HEMP DRESSERS. 



All perfons, who can produce Sufficient proof of 
being pcrfeftly {killed in the management of hemp 
throughout all its different procefles, from the time it 
is pulled until it is completely drefled for fpinning, and 
-wifli to engage with the truftees, are defired to apply 
to their Secretary, at the Linen office, Dublin, or their 
Agent, Edward Stewart, Efq. Aldertaanbury, Lon- 
don ; and the firft twelve, who (hall be approved of, 
will be appointed itinerant hemp drafters, at 30/. a 
year each, and will have the liberty to receive from 
.the perfons, whom they fhall be ordered to attend, 
fuch reafopable allowance as the truftees (hall previ- 
oufly fan&ion. 



MILL WRIGHT AND MACHINE MAKERS. 



All perfons of this defcription, in Great Britain or 
Ireland, who with to be employed in conftru&ing any 
machinery for the fcutching, dreffing, (pinning, or 
weaving of hemp, may regifter their names, charac- 
ters, and prices or terms if they choofe, in the Linen- 
office, 
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office, Dublin, where a book will be kept for the pnr- 
pofe, and be open at all times to the infpe&ion of any 
perfon, who may wiih to ereft machinery.. 

And the fame being read paragraph by paragraph, 
was unanimously agreed to, and ordered to be pub- 
lished. 

By brder of the truftees, 

JAMES CORRY, sec- 



LINEN-OFFICE. 

THE following Letter from the Navy-Office to the 
Lords of the Committee of Council for trade and fo- 
reign plantations, has been fent by their Lordftups* or- 
ders to the Right Hon. John Foster, to be commu- 
nicated to the truftees of the Linen and Hempen ma* 
nufaftures. 

J AS. CORRY, Sec. to the truftees. 

Six, 

Cur Secretary having laid before us your letter of 

the 24th of laft month, tranfmitting, by direction of 

the Lords of the Committee of Council for trade and 

foreign plantations, to whom it had been referred to 

coniider 
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cotffldtr, whatmeafiiresfit may be moft proper to pro* 
pofe to parliament for encouraging the growth of hetnp, 
&c— copies of two minutes made by their Lordfhips 
oft- the 23d df January and 21ft March laft on that fub- 
j)e&, and ! fignifying their Lordfliips' defire, that weftate 
to -the committee what fteps we have taken in confer 
quence of the previous communications on this fubjeft, 
and what further fteps we may think neceflary to be 
taken in order to carry the intentions of the commit- 
tee, as exprefled in the faid minute, into complete 
execution. 

We defire you will plefefe to acquaint their Lord- 
fhips, that, wifhing to give all poifible encouragement 
to the cultivation of hemp in Ireland, agreeably to 
their Lofdihips intention, we are willing to engage to 
receive into his majefty's ftores all fuch hemp as may 
be proved to be Irifli growth, and ftiall be found fit 
for the navy, for three years, from the prefent time, 
at the market price of the day, on which the fame may 
be received; and will further engage, that the price 
(hall not, during that period, be lefs than 50/. fterling 
per ton. 

With refpeft to canvas, the only encouragement we 
can hold out to the Irifti manufacturers is, that of not 
fending' riny from this country for the fupply of his 
Majefty Y fhips ftationed on the coafl of Ireland, and 
. the authdrifing our agent, Mr. Browne of Kmfale, to 
purchafe from the Irifti manufacturers, at the market 

price, 
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price, fuch quantities of fail-cloth as may- be wanted 
for thefe (hips*, and alfo, when making future contract 
for the fupply of that article for the navy, to put the 
Irilh manufacturers upon the fame footing as die ma- 
nufacturers of England and Scotland, provided they 
make the article conformably to the exifting aft of par- 
liament for the manufacture thereof. 

We are, Sfr, your very humble fervants, 

A.S.HAMOND, 

J.HENSLOW, 
GEO. ROGERS, 
W. BELLINGHAM, 
S. GAMBIER. 
Navy-office, May 8, i&oi. 

Sir Stephen Cottrell, / 

Council-office. 



Sect. 3* Farms. 



Their farms rate from three to twenty acres, the 

Average may be fix; very few of them exceed twenty; 

but on all of thefe farms are one or more cottiers, who 

are bound to work, not in the field, but at the loom, 

for regular day's hire, or at taflc work, according to 

agreement. 

Thefe 
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' Thefe' cottiers are of two defcriptions, and their te- 
nure is termed the dry or the wet cot-take, as explain- 
ed in th& Monaghan Survey; iuffice it here to mention, 
the former has not the privilege of grazing his cow, 
which the latter enjoys, and the dry cottier pays for 
his Jboufc, garden, and bog-leave, from a guinea and 
an half to two guineas per annum; the wet cottier 
from four to five guineas, as he may be fupplied with 
hay, and have one or two cows. Their landlord is 
[obliged to repair their houfes; the. breach of this cove* 
nant caufes great diflentions. \ • 

, The /ftnall wages of the dry cottier, even with his 
wife's, induftry, are infufficient to procure the common 
cecef&ries, much kfs the comforts of life for his 
wretched family. 

The farmer or the employer, who is more commonly ' 
called the manufacturer, lives well, and has a good 
profit from the induftry of hi* cottiers; a pig, a finall 
tub of butter, and a calf, pay bis rent ; for thefe peo- 
ple hold their lands on very eafy terms. A manufac- 
turer, who is able to work four looms in his own houfe 
and employ his cottiers, fopn acquires a comfortable in- 
dependence. A weaver can, in general, earn from 
jwelveto eighteen pence per day, according to his at- 
tention or the goodnefs of his warp, at talk-work, and 
at daily hire from eight pence to twelve pence; fome- 
times the demand, is (b great, as their wages confident 
bly multiply, and at other feafons they are much re- 
..... duce,d: 
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dttced : a flovenly and dirty mode of livings and wretch- 
ed appearance of economy* is too prevalent, and cafily 
accounts for tbt rapid and unnfual extenfion of infeftW 
ous difprdefs amoogft this clafe of people. 

The leafes are generally for twenty-one years and 
one life, or three lives, or thirty*>nc years; and thte 
middle-men, who have been the bane of this country, 
are. not fuffered to renew their leafes — the landed pro- 
prietors are at length fenfible of their deftrudtive inter- 
ference, and.feem combined together and determined 
to relift them with vigour and ftoftilityl 

Too often we "here find thefe leafes bear the veftige 
of feudal oppreffion, and the miferabie tenant loaded 
with innumerable duties; fuch as duty work, duty 
fowl, duty yarn, which at the period of the date of the 
ieafe were cent, per cent, cheaper, and of kfs value 
than the rate of this day, and yet are ftill (hamefully 
exafted. How cruel is it to exaft a pcafant's labour, 
•and that of his horfes at many miles distance from his 
■habitation, and give him neither payment nor entertain- 
ment for himfelf or his cattle ? 

The x»unty as well as the parifli taxes are very 
lmaU, but in this "barony are extremely unequally laid 
on ; referring the reader to the firft chapter and third 
feftiofi, relating to the divifion of the county by ear- 
ths, it may tend as a further illuftration of that ab- 
furb and unfair affeffmcnt, ito mention that it frequent- 
ly occurs hare, that in one town-land are ten carvaghs, 

and 
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ip$ butj ope io the adjoining! and: r fome of thefe con- 
tain thirty acres, others not five acres, yet will theft 
five pay as much cefs as the .thirty, and no material 
difference in the xalue of the ground. County eels may 
average fix pence per acre, and pariftx cefs one penny. 
, As I have tf ready Iheim that labour is principally per* 
formed here with horfes, the proportion of cattle em- 
ployed is one to five acres, bought in after harveft 
threp yejirs old, aqd fold out in May ox June follow- 
ing; their place is then fupplied with a cowj they are 
foftd of dealing in horfe flefli, though they, rear but 
few foa^s, and they generally make money of thesft, 
befides getting their labour. 

Their fences are remarkably bad* loofe ditches made 
of ftqne, fbds or clay, without either grips or q?ickf£ 
a. Jhameful negleft of this moft neceflary branch of 
jujjflb^ndry is too obvious in many of the lands, even 
of the gentry 5 a temporary fence of fods Joo ofteft for 
dofes the qorn and potatoe plots, which are levelled 
when the crop is taken off the ground j where quickp 
are carefully attended to, they grow, in great vigour, 
and very rapidly, which fhews how well the foil agreef , 
with this moft ufeful and ornamental divifion of lands; 
and the capital inclofures of Mr. Moore at Tullavi% 
and the healthy and ornamental hedges at Mr. Brea- 
ker's, at .Ballgreen, ftiould be a ftimulus to the neigh- 
bouring gentry, to follow fuch fpirited improvers. 

^Tcry 
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Very little attention has yet been applied to drama- 
. ing, and this principally confined to the cut-out bogs, 
which will repay this' expenfe. ' 

Marie and lime are excellent manures for this foil;' the 
former is not very eafily attainable, and the latter, which 
is fo very powerful in thefe deep clays, is unhappily 
from ten to twelve miles diftant. The ftupidity of the 
peafants in the conveyance of this manure to their 
lands is extraordinary; they prefer carrying the ftone 
in its raw ftate, which they are obliged to purchafe, 
to the burning of it at the quarry, when three times 
did quantum of lime could be brought home for the 
fame expenfe. 

Kilns are numerous in the vicinity of the quarries, 
which they could readily hire, and have this valuable 
manure at a much cheaper rate; but their neglect 
in this particular can be only imputed to their love 
of money, which they cannot bear to part with; for 
they confider it a much greater lofs and expenfe tb pay 
for the load of ftone, than the labour of their horfe, 
and near two days work, which are loft bringing it 
home. 

The favourite manure amongft them is afhes, as be- 
ing the leaft expensively procured; they now very fre- 
quently burn the deep heavy bottom lands in fummer, 
which they leave in heaps till fpring, to mix with the 
dung for potatoes, and fometimes they plough this 
- compoft into a poor oat ftubble. 

But 
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But the effeft of lime, on fuch lands is extraordina- 
ry, in the rapid reclamation and total change of foil. 
The coft of the ftone at the quarry, one {hilling and a 
penny per ton, and from five to fix {hillings additional 
coft for drawing home. The expenfe of breaking and 
burning increafes the charge very confiderably, much 
above the means of a poor peafant, to allow him to 
give his lands the due proportion; they are neceflarily 
(tinted, but, they find the greateft benefit even from the 
fcanty fupply they can afford. It is frequently ftrewed 
over with their hands when the crop is fowed, which, 
they are afTured, affifts it, and alfo prevents the feveral 
roots, which they often materially fuffer from. Marie is 
partially found at the bottom of hills, and in the bogs: 
they remark that the crop fown on ground, which has 
been marled, is generally very weak, eafdy laid down 
in a bad harveft, and exceedingly prone to weeds} but 
they confider it good for grafs lands, which in a lighter 
foil I have known marie to burn and exceedingly in- 
jure, though it might affift them if under tillage. 

The coft of manuring and reclaiming an acre of 
ground here will fully amount to twelve pounds, over 
and above the yalue of the firft year's cropj but even 
this well repays, as the foil after liming yields excellent 
crops, and is moft durable for many years; with a lit- 
tle refrefliment occafionally, it becomes moft valuable 
and certain land, which no drought of feafon can ma- ( 
terially injure. 



*2* STATISTICAL SURVEX 



OK DRILL-HUSBANDRY, THE CONNECTION OF TILLAGE 
AND STOCK FARMING, COURSE OF CRJOPS, THEIR 
MANAGEMENT, AND GENERAL REMARKS THEREON, 



This mode of lowing grain, which is fo rapidly 
coming into uie, ought to meet every furtherance and 
encouragement; and where the foil can be managed 
with the drilling machine, the farmer fliould by all 
means procure it. Complicated as it appears in the 
annexed plate, which is an improvement v on Cooke's 
patent drill machine, yet it only requires to be feen and 
examined, to convince us, that much ingenuity has been 
fuccefsfully exerted to render it more effective, and 
more* Ample than any, which has been hitherto in* 
vented. 

For a particular explanation of this improved plan, 
and the directions for its ufe and management, I refer 
my teaders to the conclusion of this volume, where it 
is given in the words of the investor* 

The great regularity and -exa&nefs, with which the 
work of this machine is performed, is a very Arong. re- 
commendation to the drilling fyftem in general, a$ it 
coincides with the great and general principle of eco- 
nomy and method, which is a leading one towards per- 
fection in every art, and in none has it hitherto been 

more 



Cooke s Patent Drill Machine improved and stTnpliiieol and 
capable of being converted into aJTorse Jfoe. 




* s i 
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more fhamefulty aegle&ed, than in the important pur- 
fuit of agriculture. . Whatever te$ds to reftify this 
miftake is highly defirable, and by this mode of huf- 
handry the foil cannot be overcharged with grain, 
which is an error of twofold evil, as being alfo a wafte 
of feed* nor in the other extreme is it fown with too, 
fcanty a portion, too light, or too heavy a moulding; 
in the. fame operation, by which the grain is left in the 
foil, \t is Efficiently covered,, an evident laving in la- 
bour; nor in the wetteft feafons will corn be laid, 
which is fown after this mode. 

The furrow, in- which the grain is depofited, can be 
made to any depth, according to the nature of the foil; 
this if readily diftinguifhed by obfervation on the, depth 
from the furface, at which the coronal roots ftrike out 

.in. early vegetation. . This remark holds* good as to 
every mode of ploughing, and ought to be particularly 

. attended to. The hoe, than which there is no machine 
yet invented* of fuch great effeft in the modern husban- 
dry, ^pmes here into full play; and if we only confider 
that the falts of the earth, which are the food of plants, 

. are fo plentifully applied to jheir roots at every operation 

of this inftrumept, which removes the exhaufted foil, 

and fupplies a new portion of revigorating matter, we 

inuft be fenfible of its value and great importance. 

In green crops, which are now fo univerfally coming 

. into repute, and on which the fuccefs of both flock and 

tillage hulbandry fo greatly depend, the hoe is the 

, <L main 
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main fupport. Tillage hufbandry is alfo dependant to 
green crops, as they revigorate, after an exhaufting 
corn crop, ftock husbandry; as from them the fureft 
and moft luxuriant fupply of food is procured in win* 
ter and ipring: hence follows, that to be a tillage far- 
mer he muft have frock, and to be a ftock farmer he 
muft have tillage, and the great fecret of good farming 

# is to let thofe two purfuits be mutually interwoven ; 
green crops are doubtlefs the fure dependence of their 
mutual fuccefs. The firft and great confideration to 
a farmer muft be to encreafe his dunghill; this infure$ 
a valuable green crop, which meliorates and prepares 
the foil for the corn crop; the old mode of fallow is thus 
excluded, the flielter of the green crop producing in a 
greater degree the melioration of the foil, than the ef- 
fects of the fun or the atmofphere on an expolcd fal* 
low, which fome judicious farmers now deny to be of 
material fervice but the reverie. A very eminent agri- 
cultural aflerts, the more that the foil is ploughed in 
fummer, the more is the vegetable food exhaufted. 

It ieems now more generally to be underftood and 
adopted, that two corn crops (hould not be in fucceffi- 
on, and there is no occafion for fallow; a green crop 
will reftore and revigorate what a corn crop has ex- 
haufted; fo that a judicious intermixture is only requi- 
fitc to keep the ground in heart, and in continual 

" yielding, even to two or three crops of particular kinds 

in 
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fn the one feafon, fuited to particular foils, as clover; 
potatoes, &c. 

; No vegetable crop is more grateful In its retard 
4\ *n tKe potatoe, 'with due culture; all the fertilizing 
effWte of ihade are produced, and it is now become of 
*4 great importance in the food of beads, as it has been 
fiifc J iriaid depetid<iiice of the food of man in this Uland. 
It would be impertinent for me, who have had but little 
to do with experimental farming, to offer any retnarkt 
on 'the fculture of this valuable ro6*i I would teffer my 
reader to the ingenious Do&olr Maunfell^ experiments 
and hints, and only beg leave to obferve, that whatever 
tends to multiply their produce is definable, whether 
it is attained by (hoots, by fcooping, or by the Various 
other experiments, which lave {b much food, that hi- 
therto went to v wafte. 

Do&or Mauhfell is clearly in favdur of laying ftfbfcg 
(hoots in drills', coveted firft with duiigand then witii 
day, which latter is often applied as flit'ftalk Ihooti 
©p. This mode faves twelve barrels of twenty ttone 
to the acre,* which is the proportion of Cc6d fteceflkry; 
from thefe (hoots on one acre one hundred barrels' 
have been produced, and the parent potatoe neither 
hurt nor diminiftied. ' The Do&or advifes, that as the 
farmer opens his potatoe hole for his own ufe or for 
market, the ftrohg hale (hoots only fhould be pre*-' 
ferved, without cruflring or (polling them, and laid 
length ways on each other, cohered with a little earth; 
<t 2 which 
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which, will keep fafc for a n^onth in that ftate, and the 
vegetation thus promoted: and he fays, if planted early 
in the year, and tranfplantcd in March, they yjll yield 
a good crop of early potatoes in May, Ijy which means, 
i^th a. little dung, a fecond crop am be bad the fame 
yeag, i How many millions of barrels of feqd woukl 
thus be faved every year for the food of man and beaJk 
how many millions of barrels encreafed, and, of courfe, 
what an addition to the wealth of the nation? 

How rapidly, if ground brought into heart by fflreen 
crops? — Let us appropriate a certain portion of land in 
this husbandry for feeding flock in the houfe; the ma- 
nure. thus acquired will be fufficietat to coyer double 
the. quantity of land the fucceeding year, and the foil 
thus employed the lafl year is now in high vigour for 
a luxuriant corn crop. This is a method, which is pur- 
(bed by Mr. Fpfter, whom I have fpoken of in the pre- 
ceding. chapter, who thus jnakes a jagid and extenfivc 
Improvement : Oie psoduce of manure from one acre of 
green, prop highly- manuring two acres. the fucceeding 
year, and fo in proportion to any extent he pleafes thus 
to occupy. . 

It will thus appear very v manifest, that fuperior ad-, 
vantages refult from flall-feeding than from permitting, 
the fiock to range their pafturcs y in green crops it is 
undeniable, that half the produce, is wafted and tram- 
pled in feeding oft the field; and it is very clear, that, 
flock turned into grafs lands in fpring nip the -blade fo, 

clofe, 
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clofe, that, if a hot fummer fucceeds, the roots of the 
graft are burned-, but the fuperior thrifty in every fenfe 
of the word 3 and more particularly in its allufion to the 
better condition and improvement of cattle* is very evi- 
dent, when w$ fee them fo much fppner prepared for 
market in the flail, than they are on the beft pafturage> 
if they require the more attendance, is not.tfcat repaid 
tenfold in the value of their manure ? And. as thus 
they are ftieltered from the winter's bfoft, fo alfo arc 
they from the fumjner's fup and. flies^ wtych, annoy 
them fa, extremely, 

Let *is extend oiyr confiderations on {hi? fubjeft to, 
the utmoft, which is the food for .milch cpws$ we £nd 
on vegetable crops, even on the potatipe itfclf, that thci 
milk is furprifipgly inicreafed; ^nd the confinement of 
milch cows in, great cities throughput the year, during 
which time a new calved cow will give milk, and thrive 
fo welj, as. to* fell out at near fifteen per cent, higher 
price than flip was originally purchafed for witty her 
calf at her foot, proves that conftant houfing ie qot de^ 
trimental. i 

Nor with the other animals, which constitute the food 
of man, and which the farmer prepares for market, as, , 
the fheep, and the hog, w'Jl a partial confinement be* 
lefs clefirable \ comfortable recefies and a fufficiency. of 
proper food will forward them much more thaji a range 
of pafture, and cut off the pofiibility of numerous lofles. 
and cafualties, to which they are exppfed abroad. With- 
out entering into the minutiae of the quantum of flock 

of 
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of each kind, to be appropriated to the number of acres, 
which would be only a copy from many" judicious 
authors, I pafs to the next cafe, which is the manage* 
ment of the dunghill, that now (b rapidly incrcafes ; 
the fite of this heap flxould be a level plain, as being 
moft favourable to fermentation, which "ought to be 
moft particularly attended to ; a due degree of air and 
moifture promotes this effeft, and too much of cither 
willoppofe it; thus, dung-pits, which are a refervoir 
for water, chill and deftroy the fermentation, or the 
falts, which are produced from it. In forming the 
dunghill, care fhould be taken not to comprefs it too 
much, as this excludes the air ; and a! covering over the 
heap is often ufed by Englilh farmers to haften the 
fermentation, and alfo to prevent the natural moifture. 
of the dunghill being evaporated by the atmofphere. 
Some are fo exaft in the management of the dunghijl, 
as to ereft a roof over the heap, and enclofc i{ with 
walls to prevent wafte, to pave the floor with feveral 
channels, leading to a ciftern, which catches the moif- 
ture, with which they make various compofts for their 
feveral occafions. 

Doubtlefs, it is the bufinefs of the farmer to increase 
his dunghill by all means ; the moifture, which flows 
from the heap, will quickly change many fubftapcts, 
as turf mould, earth, &c. to rich compofts ; and it is 
well known, there is no richer manure, (for fome foils 

the 



OF THE COUNTY OF CAVAN. «|t % 

the beftof all) than turf mould, with which cattle have- 
been littered. 

Qpfer is a moft valuable crop ; the farmer, who fows . 
wheat after k, will hardly wifli for a further expert- . 
ment : the foil is rendered particularly appropriated foe 
this ftrong grain, and the crop is luxuriant and re* 
marluhly free from weeds, and fome have affirmed k 
is lefs liable to mildew, than the crop yielded after a, 
iumtoer's fallow. In the fowing of this crop, it has 
been mcontrovertibly proved, that the carlieft fbwa 
crops have die fureft and moft certain yielding j per* . 
hfept this remark may onjy hold good, as fuited to the 
quality of the foil, or the temperature of the climate, > 
which is much rather to be accounted for in its varia- 
tiefcw, by the elevation of the furface, or the fur round- 
ing natural cwfes* [as wood, water, &c. than that any 
material difference can take place in the narrow lati-. 
tude of the country. 

Vetches are a very revigorating crop ; how little are 
they cultivated in Ireland, or their effects knawn, when 
in fo fine a foil as the Queen's County poffefles, I was 
there informed, they were confidered rather as an ex* 
haufting crop, becaufc fome unfortunate c^fualtics oc- 
curred to a fpirited and judicious farmer, who introd** 
ced their culture. No crop fo immediately renders a 
field a complete dunghill, or prepares it for any hus- 
bandry 5 after a wheat crop is taken up, the ftubble 

(houidt 
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fhould have a little dung ploughed in, and winter vetches 
fown, which yield a fine fupply of green food, ahdby 
the titne of their confumption, the land is frqe-fdr a 
crop of potatoes, &c. This valuable crop is* alfo known 
by another diftinftion, that of tares, which, when (own 
in fpring, bring the land into fine preparation for a crop 
of wheat the following autumn; : Rape, cabbages, and 
tttrnips are moft profitable vegetable crops, and in 
drained bog; or moor which has been previously drain- 
ed, have been very luxuriant; and I have never feen 
moor laid down in greater heart, or a better crop of 
each, than of turnips: and rye grafs thereon, the foil 
having been well manured with a loamy Mmeftone 
graveL 

Oats will, in every foil, yield abundantly after thefe 
crops, particularly in improved bog, which has produ- 
ced many and fucceffivc crops of this grain, without 
any apparent diminution, and without any other ma- 
nure, but what was introduced with the original green 
ctop. What an encouragement b here for the recla- 
mation of the exteniive waftes of this foil, which could 
fo' eafily be brought into great profit : and, after a long, 
return of this ' grain, when let out to graft, what fine 
white clover does it naturally yield after, lime, lime- 
ftone gravel, burning, or other calcareous applications? 
Nor in the produce of the potatoe is it lefs grateful, 
and, in this particular, it effe&s a complete change in 
the feed of that vegetable, which is fo neceffary to be 

changed 
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ch&gjtitto prevent the degeneration, which it certUinly : 
tend* to, when fucceffively fownln the fade foil. : 

Htence follows a cdurfe of crops, which has been re- 
commended' for this country. 

Potatoes, Wheat, * 

Flax, * Vetches, 

Potatoes, Winter Barley* 

Oats, £ * Potatoes. 
Clover, 

Or in moory ground preparing for grafs. 

Potatoes, Oats, 

Oats, Potatoes, 

Do. » Grafs feeds. 

I omit turnips, rape, cabbage &c. becaufe they have 
To little ufe here for thefe green crops, being fcarcdy 
at all difpofed of for fattening flock, as mufl: appear from 
the preceding (heets ; but, fliould they chuft to culti- 
vate rape for the feed,* a mode of hufbandry which 
would tell here, let the lad crop of the firft clafs be 
rape, and alio be the fubftitute for the latter crop of 
potatoes in the fecond clafs. 

. In fo fmall a portion as a farmer in this country now 
occupies, the land muft, of courfe, be judicioufly di- 
vided, lb as to yield a little of each ; a due economy and 
regard to this management would greatly facilitate me- 
thod and regularity, which are here as much wanted, 

as 
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as they are eflcacWly requite to foccefiful 
they create a tafte for the purfnit of agriculture, tad 
are. the encouragement to its perfection* the manage- 
ment of the meadow muft atfb come into due Confide- 
ration, which muft be affifted by furface dreflhgs* but 
no richer manure of this defcription has yet been ap» 
plied, than irrigation, or the admiflion of water to flow 
gently over the furface, 

This hitherto negkAed art in hufbaadry has been 
but of late years introduced amongft us, though its 
origin, in other countries, is very ancient. Nothing 
more valuable can be applied to a light dry foil ;* if the 
after-grafs is intended for (heep, great care muft be ob- 
ferved, to put on that kind you intend for market; as 
quickly as they fatten on this grafs, they (houldbe fold 
off; for, after they are fat, they afluredly tend to 
rot i and for the lame reafon, if you intend your pat 
ture for ewes and lambs in the fummer, yoti muft ir- 
rigate only In the winter months* 

In ornamental improvements* the netting or paling 
in the flock muft be obferved, to preferve the planta- 
tions, and alfo that the graft may be eaten clofe, which 
in this feafon has a more rapid vegetation, and more 
quickly fprings. without exhaufting the foil. 

Any thing, that produces Jhade, will tend to affift the 

meadow; for tins purpofepotatoe ftalks are a good mar 

, nure, 

* See the Queen's County Report, Page 77* 
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nnte,.andjtbe duil from malt hat beef* known to*e t 
much i»ore rcrigor^tiDg ftbftancc than ftafcte dtmg* 
though its virtues are exjhaufted aftpr a yoar or tWo at 
tbemoft. One obftfvatioo fhould be attended to, to 
prefcrve the hay as gfecn and as ftppy as poffiWe, and 
to draw it home to the haggard asfoon as it k'fiwedt 
thus the quantum of hay }s &ved v which now goes to 
wafte . ip the tops and bpttoms of tramp cocks, the 
ground they fcaldand burn is preferved, add. the fine 
after-grafs is.faved, which is generally trampled and cut 
to pieces in its beft vigour, where the hay is ufually 
drawn off after the harveft is completely got up. 

The fmaller the fiae of the grafs €wfef* the quicker 

is the operation of faying the hay; by frequent gaming, 

rather infide out, and occafionaJly joining two in one, 

the.fap ^nd colour is much: better preferved, than bf 

fpreading it oyt and bleaching it, which is thcmofteft 

fe&ual method to deftroy both; * 

No crop requires more particular attention in data 

, county than that of flax, which is their main fapport* 

indeed on which their very exiftence depend*; it i$ 

from this the rent is h*d, apd from this the fiodc of 

provifions is imported, which, doubtkfs, ^hey^ have bot 

a fufficiency of at home, of any article, potatoes alone 

excepted. Nor is there any crop fo injudfciottfly cold* 

vated s > has been. fo from its' ear lieft introduction here* 

and will, continue fo, as long as the weaver embraces 

the 
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theboGnefs of the : farmer, to the manifcft injury cf 
each of thefe feveral, and fliould be, dt/KnB callings/ ~ 

I have endeavoured, in the beginning of the twelfth 
chapter of the Monaghan Surrey, to point out the great 
defeft» in praftice in that * county In -flax hufbandrjr* 
they exaftly apply here, and I recommend the readiag 
of that part, which is ieleAed from the moil experienced 
writers, and. which are fo ftriftly confonant to reafon. 
I cimnot but repeat it here, that it is a grofs and evi- 
dent bigotry alone, which weds us to the ridiculous 
cuflom of deftroying ourieed^ and thustrufting, every 
year, for our fupply to nations, with whom we are at 
iffue in the linen manufacture, who doubtlefs' will keep 
the beft materials for their fuccefs at home, and fend us 
die refute ; befides, we depend on the uncertain efe- 
aients for the fafety of that feed, and import it at dou- 
ble the coft we couM ©urfclves rear h ; and if we were 
more exaft in our flax dreffing, the very crop we. rear 
for feed would alio yield the fin eft thread, which is 
tncontrovettibly proved in Flanders, and the Low* 
Countries, where they fave all the feed, and make from 
the flax, which afforded that fupply, the fineft laces, 
which we . nor any other nation ever yet produced any 
thing equal to. 

How great, then, is the loft to the nation on this 
one article j hotor considerable an acquifition would it be 
to the poor man of this country, to explode it, when 

the 
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the feed of his flax plot, if faved, would yield : after- ijie 
rate o€ x ten, pounds value per acre ? 

In countries f which enjoy the advantages from this, 
valuable article, the feveral ftages of iiax-dreffing are' 
the employments of feveral diftinft trades. The farmer 
never meddles in the dreflingj to : effeft the oritur* 
properly is fufficient for him, and- in hackling alone 
$ey, have .from three to four op^ra^s f who are each , 
confined to a particular ;degree of finenefs ; thus the. 
fincfl.of all paflcs through the hands of fpijur hackiers: 
at leaft, and foretimes, miprc* ' ., ;.,.."... ^ 

Jn\a county fo inu<;h nntfer tUfege as Cavao, aad di- 
vided into fuch y^ry fn^aJl farms, whefta filptfer patch 
is fo. defixable for the peasant's cow, it is ^f$vou|rable. 
9rcnmiUnce» that flax and clover agr^efo; well , toge- 
ther* though the intermixture of their culture is fo 
neglefted* In farming focieties* a fmaU premium of*, 
fered for this djefirahk improvement would fopn (hew 
the great benefit which would refult from it, and would, 
enfure its general adoption. 

This confideration leads to that of themifetab^ftate. 
of the peafant's hovel, which it ought to be : Dae of our. 
fcft endeavours to impxove^.asit not only prevents, the. 
unhappy calamity of fever, which no feafon, A of [after 
years* has yet deprefled, and which has . raged with : 
great peftilence in this country : but alfo, by making 
the cabin neat, cleanly, and comfortable, it endears his 

hoin« 
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hoihe to the peaAot, and may fervfi to check the inanfir 
for emigration, which has had fuch' a general influence 
through this province, and no where mbnc ftrongfy tfhm 
here. Ho* efcfily is th« defirable improvement obi ' 
tfeincd, by the authority of the landlord, who fhocfld 
make it a binding claufe In his Ieafe ? But as the hopes 
<5f reward will more generally prevail, than obligation^ 
(even to oar own intereft,) this fliould dlb be the con- 
cern <tf a farmifcg fociety, and very Eberiri premktthf 
held out for fuch improvements, which would create an 
'emulation productive of health and civilization. 

If a du£ pbrtidn of their fubfcriptibns were appropri- 
ated to flich improvements, to parents rearing their' 
children toinduftry, and to the furtherance of morality; 
then would of courfe follow a tafte for the improve- 
ment of agriculture, which they will never think of un- 
til they are made comfortable at home, and (hewn the T 
^ay from acquired experience, to earn a competence* 
afad independence for tjiemfeives. 

It is fuch defirable improvements, which will produce 
a refpedable yeomanry, and truly civilize the ignorant 
peafant of Ireland ; it is <fuch, which will teach him the 
value of the conftittrtion, whofe deareft privileges lie 
^tffll then fully enjoy, and wffl more tapicHy reform' his 
mind virtually to due obedience and refpeft for the* 
Uws, than the terror and ftrength of military force, 
whkh faow alone preferves us from the rapine and 

licentioufnefs 
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licentiou&efs of fuperftitfon, ignorance, difaffe&ion, tad 
poverty, 

ftjelancholy as is this pi&ure, yet it is evident that 
a quick and rapid reform could be produced, were, it 
ferioufly undertaken. 

It is Indeed worthy die moft exalted confideratidn, 
and is the duty and intereft of every landed proprietor 
to promote, by every pofliblc. mean*.; the rdburces 
and wealth of the nation are great,' and when the war 
required voluntary contributions, as remarkably liberal 
was the public fpirit. la no inftance could it be more 
eminently ufeful than in this, in which we fhould, 
doubtlefs, have a bleffing from that providence, which 
delighteth in works of charity, at*d profpers the htimaae 
pufrpofes of man. Do not thefe reflexions lead to the 
definable wifti, that the nations of the earth, wopld ra* 
ther feek to improve their agriculture, and to better die 
condition of their poor, than -to extend their conquefts, 
by which each of thefe important concerns, muft be 
oeglefted, and which tend to their general deftrttc- 
tion ? 



Sect. 4. General 



The population of this diftritt is very great \ few 
town-lands, which have not from twelve to fifteen fa* 

mifies, 
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' milies, and fomc from twenty to thirty ; and fix fouls 

may be rated to each houfe. 
The. Roman Catholics have in number* a confidera- 

ble majority. . 

The Prefbyterians are alfo very ftrong, and thofe of 

the eftabliihed church left confiderable of any. I have 
i never feen a country, where there are fo many religi- 
^ ous {efts; in the town of Cootehill are no lefs than fix 
. different houfcs of, worfhip, befides the parifh church. 
* The. vicinity of this diflrift has many villages, or rather 

market towns, where yarn and webs are the principal, 
or rather the only commodities. Provifions very fel- 
'dony appear f ot fale, as the weavers till juft fenbugh'of 
land to afford them potatoes, oats, and the flax plot. 

- Thefe articles of food are their beft fare, with butter- 

- milk'; the butter and the hog are now fent to market, 
'which, before the war, were confumed at home, but 

are now luxuries, which are only tailed on .particular 
-fcftlvals. "■'••.' 

- - The miferableeffe&s of the late years of dearth are 
very vifible in the drefs of the lower order, who are 
wretchedly clad, and their children almoft entirely naked ; 
white and blue frizes are worn by the men, and the 
women are more commonly clad in /cottons than in 
fluffs, which have been fo flimfily made ,of latter years, 
as have almoft entirely ruined that trade throughout the 
* nation. 
-. v.: ..'... < . < .; The 
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The prices of their frizes, from ax. to Is. 6d. 
jfcr yaard, and they are very coarfe. The price 
Of labour varies, as there it fo little demand for hired 
men ta the field. A labourer, for a day of two, is Ef- 
ficient to afiift the fmail farmer for his fcalbn's work, 
for which he receives from fi*pence halfpenny to one 
fhilKng and a penny per day, with his diet $ the gen- 
tleman, whobasconftant work for a labourer, pays the 
daily labourer or fpalpeen from ten pence to thirteen 
pence per day, through the year. This leans to be 
the apptllttivm of a daily labourer throughout Ireland, 
which argue* the antiquity of this diftinftion from the 
cottier, and perhaps may be thus accounted for. 
v The cuftom of hiring labourers to afiift in the work 
of the farm waft doubtlefs pra&ifed by the moft an- 
dent, as well as the prefent race of farmers $ but we 
learn, that with them thefe affiftaats were only called 
ia during the cutting of the harveft, as each denomina- 
tion of land had always as many men allotted by the 
chief of the diftrift, to rtfide thereon, as were ftfficient 
to cultivate it \ and I hare feen the rebaarks of fome an- 
tiquaries, who fey, fo attentive were the natives to this 
divifioa of the farmers, that a law exifted, binding their 
payors to keep ftrift account of the increafe of males 
on each town-land, whom, when arrivedat a certain age, 
the paftors were obliged to report, a? being eligibje 
to be fenttorefide in a neighbouring land, which might 
be deficient in its number of working men, a cafualty 

It which 
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' which often occurred, the country bong almoft in con- 
tinual warfare; and he afferts, fo careful were the le- 
giflators of. the ' importance of the due regards to agri- 
culture, and that on it depended the wealth of the ftate, 
that by this law relating to hufbandry, the women 
were obliged to work in the field, when war or other 
aeceffity of their chief called their men from home. 

In the Irifli language fpal is the fcythe or the fickle. 

The native hujbandman was thence nakned the fpafp* 
which fignified the harveft cutter, and this man wa* 
confideredto have acquired the whole art of hulbandry, 
and held a fort of diftin&ion over the other labourers. 
When the prefs of harveft feafon arrived, and from the 
uncertainty of the weather they found it neceflary-to 
call in affiftarits or other fpalps, they fuffered the 
younger or lefs experienced farmer to handle the fickle, 
at whofe firft introduction la particular and pious cere- 
mony was performed, and before its celebration he 
dared not to prefume to handle the fickle, and he 
was termed ihz fpalpcen, or the young and unexperi- 
enced harveft-cutter. Een, in the Irifli language, at 
the final of a word, always fignifies (mail, or rather 
contemptible, and to this day the fpalpeen has that fig- 
nification, even with thofe, who do not underftand the 
language. The working hufbandmen of Ireland are 
uniyerfally diftiaguifhed, as the cottier, or the fpalpeen; 
the wages and privileges of the former fully double 
thofe of the latter, and it is well known, that herds of 
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m*n, called fpalpeens, reguteriy dome every haroft 
from the counties of Cork, and Kerry, and parts of Cpn- 
naught, into the corn, counties of Leinfter;. to reap the 
harveft, and the farmers entirely depend on them. In 
this country there are no cottiers to the farmers,, but 
the manufacturing cottiers, and with the gentry a few 
labourers have the ufual privileges of a cow's grafs 
and hay, houfe, garden, and turf-bog, and feven 
pence or eight pence per day through the year; this 
man lives comfortably with the induftry of his. wife 
and family. So great is the demand for labour during 
the turf-cutting, as the bleach-greens, which are nume- 
rous, confume fo much fuel, that all the women. and 
children are employed in this feafon; the former will 
earn from fix to eight pence, and the latter from three 
pence to fix pence per day. 

The tithes cannot be faid to be at all oppreffive here, 
except in the mode of collecting, which paffing 
through fo many hands, and leaving a profit to each, 
makes it fevere on the poor man, whom the colle&or 
too generally extorts from. The glebe of Dromgoon 
parifli, which is naturally not a bad foil, accords with 
the miferable reports of glebe lands; no clergyman re* 
fides in this parifli, nor one inhabitant of the eftabliflw 
ed church, 

The average of the tithe of the oat crop, which i* 

the only corn crop cultivated, rates at fix (hillings per 

acre; flax fix pence for any quantity, the fame for hay} 

potatoes are tithe free. 

R 2 The 
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The bevwage of the lower order in this comity has 
been always whiflccy, of which they diftil Urge quan- 
tities, but moftly without licence. 

No couBty in Ireland has been more notorious fcr 
this illicit trade than Cavan; their ftills and worms are 
made of tin, which every itinerant tinker can manufac- 
ture; perhaps the whole apparatus will be defrayed by 
the duty faved on one day's work, and they little value 
the furprifal of a revenue officer, as £> flight a capital 
ffets them up again. When they malt their corn, which 
is all of oats, a bag full is thrown to fteep in a bog 
hole; it is eafily concealed during the growing of the 
corn, as is before explained in th$ 7th chapter; and 
the county abounding with corn-kilns to dry their oats 
for grinding into meal, they run no rilqoe in drying the 
grain. or in grinding k. 

The corn-kiln feems peculiar to this county, is a, ft- 
micircular hovel thatched, and has an hole to admit 
the fire below, like to the eye of a lime-kiln: in the 
centre are two beams, on which a hurdlf is thrown;, a 
ftraw mat is placed thereon, to fpread fche corn on t to 
which the heat afcends ; two fmall apertures are oppor 
fite each other in the fides of the hovel to <feaw the air j 
one of thefe is always clofed, when .fire ia applied. 

In the late fcarce years the private diftillatioa ia theft 
parts was checked, as every man made, it a point of duty 
to g>ve information where he knew the flails were* 
but the laft plentiful harveft has again cwouraged 

them; 
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tbem: I lately law in Coote-htll no lefs than nine pri- 
vate ili}ls, which were feized by one a&ive officer in an 
evening's ramble, in that vicinity, and which was no un* 
common thing there. The roads of this diftridk link 
differ from the general report of the' county, which is 
bad, very bad indeed; this is accounted for in feme de- 
gree by the materials being fo poer for road making} 
but a confiderable fliare of blame is; I think, attached 
to the allowing the collectors of the public cefs to run 
into arrears and confufion, and alio to the mode of a£ 
fcffinem, as the Grand jury prefents only during the 
fawner affixes, when the poor man is pooreft, at th# 
only fcafon when he is probably buying his pfovifio'ns 
and flax* It would doubtkfs be much better to pre- 
firot at both affizes, and make the largeft afleflineiit, 
when the peafant cap t*eft fpare the money. 

The foil of this diftrift varies from cold deep argil, 
heavy and ftiff yellow clays, to a light, dry, and rather 
mountainous tilly ftratum, covering a quarry of ljard 
blue And green ftone, which is called whin-fkme, and 
is frequently met with in great blocks. Strong indica- 
tions of lead are found in this defcription of foil* and on 
the town-land of Mayo, the eftate of Charles Coote, 
Eiq. is a mine, which has been proved to have been- 
exceedingly rich, and was worked : about fifty years 
ago with good focccfs: but the proprietor at that time, 
perhaps miftaking it for a gold mine, was too fen- 
guiae of its value, and chofe rather to (hut it up, than 

to 
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to take the one-fourth of the ore, ready fmelted Oothe 
fpot, from two Engliih miners of reputed rcipe&abiluy, 
who came from Falmouth to propofe for it, jointly 
with a wealthy merchant of the. city of Dublin, and 
whofe propofals now lie before me. The (hafts, which 
had been funk, were framed and covered over, to pre- 
vent cattle from falling in, and fince it has remained fo. 

The main vein lies in a flaty or rather gravelly rock, 
and has no clay about it; but between it and the rock 
of each fide the ore is a foft foapy fubftance, in colour 
refembling the ochre, that fkinners uie, through which 
a flick may be eafily thruft, and without meeting any 
oppofition. The water (pringing through this fubftance 
is of the like colour, and in the heart of this pafte is 
another fubftance much firmer, and of a grey "colour, 
which the miners call fpar; when burnt it refembles 
brimftone, and has a very fulphureous finell. 

In finking one of the fhafts on the hill in this vicinity, 
for at that time many tons of ore were raifed, they 
ftruck on a rich vein of copper ore, at thirty-fix feet 
depth from the furface; fome of this ore was fince : 
aflayed, and proved to contain about nine per cent of 
copper, and highly impregnated with fulphur and ver-* 
4»greafe. ; The ore was in Ihape rather of angular 
points, and until broken refembled a ftone. Copper 
pyrites are frequently found in this town-land, but very 
poor near the furface. 

• - • When 
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When the rocks and boulders of the hard whin- 
ftone appear, the foil is frequently filiceous, and argil- 
Ike on the eaftern afpeft, and here ate the ftrongeft 
mineral appearances ; this vicinity would well deferve 
a clofe and minute mincralogical inflection. As the 
duty is taken off the copper fmce the aft of Union, it 
will doubtlefs be no final! ftimulus to the working of 
the copper mines of Ireland, which it hitherto fo confi- . 
derably retarded. 

A flate quarry is alio on this eftate, where fome very 
durable and excellent flates have been raifed, very near 
the furface, and at a.fmall expenfe; they are fold at 
the quarry for one guinea per thoufend, and a confider- 
able demand for them : I have fent fome of them to 
the Dublin Society, which may vie with fome dates 
imported.. A little more attention to the value of our 
own internal refources, and lefs of the mania for fo- 
reign materials* and we may perhaps find ourfelves 
abundantly fupplied as well at home. 

There is no navigation in this county, though a very 
fine and important line prefents itfelf through this dif- 
tritt, which will doubtlefs be adopted, if ever the long 
proje&ed line of connection takes place between the 
Shannon and Lough Erne, and the line continued .from 
thence to the Atlantic, by a navigation from Belleek to 
Ballyihannon. 

In this diftrift the line is very. favourable, from Bat 
lybay to Coote-hill, fpr fevcn miles, which is the di^ 

tance 
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taoce afunder; there i$ an exteftfive lake* or rather 
deep river, for nearly the whole way, and one cot of 
about half a mile would make it perfectly fafe and na- 
vigable, cutting through the weir of Coote-hill null; 
que lock would be fuffident for a ftill navigation, and 
it wou)d alio have the good effeft of faring feveral 
hundred acres of good meadow land from floods, 
which are now under water eight months in the year, 
and at beft times yield but a ftolen crop of hay. This 
extenfive lake is joined by the river Nappa, about two 
or three miles below Cootehili, and would ferve as a 
capital head level ; following this courie to Belturbet, 
about fixteen miles, the line is obvioufly pointed out, 
and at this latter town, which I have before fpoken of, 
it enters Lough Erne. From thence to Belleek, above 
fifty miles diftant, this famous lake wafhes the {botes 
of feveral counties, which this navigation would fo im- 
mediately benefit* I have heard it propofed by a gen* 
tleman, who feemed to have taken great pains in ex- 
ploring this line, to have the rock at Belleek cut down 
for ten feet, that is, reducing the level of the lake fo 
many feet plumb water; by this means a great flrand 
would be gained, on which he propofed the canal 
ihould be cut. To pafs an opinion on this propofal 
would be prefumptuQps, as I am totally ignorant of the 
line without this county; but one good effeft would ac- 
crue, that many thoufand acres of (hore would be gained, 
and the beft meadows in the county fecured, whofc 

crops 
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crept a« How but cafoal: the length of thititae is fold 
to be twenty miles from Belleek to Ennifldllen, where 
,the floods do immenie damage, and by this means a 
p£kge,for thofe waters would be effefted, that are 
now fi> deflruftive. We ftiould alio take -into account 
the ftiores of the many iflands, which, I think, are rated 
at abont three hundred and iixty-five, which are in the 
bofem of this lake; and doubtfefs a confiderable quan- 
tity of land wonld be acquired, which might have one 
good effeft, of affording employment to the multitude 
of emigrants, who annually abandon their country for 
Amqrica. 

It is eftimated, that one lock would only be requisite, 
00 this line of fifty miles, from' Bekurbet to Belleek, 
by the cuttjng of the rock. The disadvantages in this 
cafe to be examined, are the deftru&ion of the beauty 
of the lake, and alio of the prefent line of navigation to 
Enmikiilen 5 but this is of little other account, than for 
the conveyance of turf fuel, which only can be effe&ed 
when the wind blows in one particular point ; for, 
with any burthen they cannot work againft the ftream ; 
and as to the deftruftion of the beauty of the lake, it 
feould be of little moment, in companion with the im- 
portant advantages, which would be obtained, were it 
judged expedient to adopt it. 

Nor would it be a work of that magnitude or imprac- 
ticability, which might appear at firft view 5 through the 

arch 
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arched rock at Befleek the Crater of the Brae now 
flows * by widening and lowering this arch, the matter 
would be foon effefted, and the lake lowered. This 
rock is Hmeftone, and fluvered by nature into layers and 
joints, of about nine inches diftance, fo that it would 
be moft eafily worked. 

An immediate intercourfe would, by this navigation,: 
(not to infift in cutting the rock, which would certain*, 
ly be the lefs expenfive mode), be eftabliihed with the- 
principal parts of the nation, and the communication 
opened dirett in the North, as well as the fouth-weft. < 

The waters of this diftrift abound with immenfe pikey 
aad in the rivers are excellent trout, perch, and eel j 
but they are well fuppliedwith (almoafrom Ballyfliau- 
oon, with cod~fifh from Carlingford, and herrings from 
Dundalk ; the fineft cod-filh is sold in the feafon, from 
three halfpence to two pence per pound. * 

There is no fyftem of education here * nor can it be 
expe&ed, when fo little attention is paid to agriculture, 
that there are any farming focieties.' Manufa&ure is 
wholly confined to the linen trade; the high rate of «difr 
count between bank notes and guineas, (as in fptdc 
every article is paid for) has occafioned a heavy tax oft 
the trade, and daily increafes, as gold becomes fcarce. 
The emigrating mania, which of lare has raged fo uni- 
verfally, has confiderably contributed to the dearth of 
fpecie, as each adventurer turned his property into mo- 
ney, 
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My, which he took with him; for; latterly, the otpor- 
UUon of linen to that country was venturefome ( and di£ 
couraging. The increafe. of .this fcarcity of gold will at 
length have the beft ftfFeft to the trade, uf my opinion, 
as they muft ultimately trade with bank notes : fo that, 
though the impofition is at prefeqt a fevere tax, its' extra- 
vagance will foon work its own destruction. Much of 
this county is under abfentee property, and fo long as 
the .landlords and their agens infift on their rents in 
fpecie, it will retard this defirable objecl to the linen 
trade, which is, at prefent, ftruggling on very unequal 
terms with every other branch in Ireland. 

The mills of this county are numerous, and of three 
defcriptions j of the fir A, or corn mill, every eftate has 
one for the tenantry to grind their oats, and they are 
bound, under a fevere penalty of five (hillings per buftiel, 
to grind their corn thereat, and pay the fixteenth graitk 
of toll or mouter. There are numerous fmall ifiill-fitcs, 
and of courfe many fuch mills are eredied, where they 
grind for the twenty-fourth grain, or a third lefs mou- 
ter j the hardfhip on the tenant is obvious, and the dif- 
ference fo confiderable, that many people will fend their : 
corn feveral miles diftant to one of the free mills. The 
rent of .the mills rates from ten pounds to one hun- 
dred and fifty pounds per annum, according to the 
value of the concern, and the fupply of water. In dry- 
ing the* oats, preparatory for grinding, two pence per 

barrel 
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band is paid. Jhe fecond description of mills ate tboft 
for flax, two of which are! to tbife vicinity, and the pro* 
prietors earn from thirty td fiity pounds per annua* 
which ihffi is fliared between the proprietor aid the 
men, who work in this concern* One of thofc mills, 
if wfcU attended to, will beetle and fcutch as much flax 
in one day, as can be thus worked by twenty-five or 
thirty expert hands* 

The machinery is fo Ample and cheap, it is won* 
derfnl that many more of thefe mills are not ere&ed* 
when fo great labour and loft of time is faved. 

The third description of mill are tie t>leach mills, 
which are very numerous; in the partfh of Dromgoon, 
so left than fifty thou&nd pieoes of linen cloth can be 
finished in one feafon. In theft mills are all the ma- 
chinery of the wa(h mill) rubbing boards, and beetling 
engines, drove by water, with connections to the boil- 
ing-houfcs and drying lofts. 

Plantations are only encouraged or attempted by men 
of fortune; the fences are fo extremely bad* it is im- 
poffible to preferve them from cattle; the lower orders 
are cruelly averfe to this ornamental and valuable im- 
jttovemennt, and frequently deftroy young trees, and 
qtnckfet hedges, before they are a month in the*ground, 
fearful left fuch improvements might raifc the value of 
their lands, which are fet on fhort leafes ; timber, how- 
ever, 
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ertty it opt fcarce, as extestfve woods are in the fteSgfc 
bgurhood. 
Fir rates, at from u. to ss. 6± per foot : a(h, m, 6£ 

to 2/. 6</. oak and beech, from as, 6d. to 3/. 6d. 9 
and, if a long and good (haft, to 5s. per foot, finaH 
building timber for cabins, and for farming utenfils, rate 
touch cheaper in proportion. Foreign timber corner very 
high, as at leaft fix pence per foot is added to the mer- 
chant's price,for carriage. Exceptiagthe vicinity of towns, 
and bleach greens, turf fuel is plenty, and very cheap % 
according to the demand, the price varies from three 
to five pounds per acre; in a fcarce neighbourhood, and , 
at Rahain in the parifti of Killdrumfheridan near Coote 
Hill, it is fo high as fixteen pounds per acre. 

When they cut out their bogs, and level the fqrface, 
the land becomes more valuable than any they have, 
which they manure plentifully with afhes. There can- 
not be faid to be any wafte ground in this diftrift, for 
the farms are fo fmall, and the population fo great, 
every patch is brought in with the fpade, which is inac* 
ceflible to the plough. 

The great want feems to be, that of employment for 
the youth of both fexes, for the greater part of the 
year, particularly in the winter feafon: until twelve or 
fourteen year; of age, they are entirely naked-, this 

loudly 
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loudly calls for reform. The children are not prone to 
idleneft, but they cannot get employment ; few families 
there are, but have children enough to wind the quills 
lor the looms, at which wgrk they can earn from four 
to ten pence per day. 

The Engliih language is entirely fpoken, indeed very 
few of the lower order underftand the Irilh tongue. 
There are no remarkable old buildings in this diftrift, 
but almoft every hill has a Danifii fort, and on feveral 
of them are yet feen the veftiges of a fortification ; thefe 
would be beautiful fitu^oiis to have planted in this 
county, whofe furface is fo extremely undulating. 

The rate of their weights and meafures differs coa- 
fiderably from thofe of the neighbouring counties; meal 
is fold by the cwt. which is one hundred and twenty 
pounds: butter, the like proportion; oats, fourteen 
#ones to the barrel, of fourteen pounds to the Drone. 
Malt, twelve do. do. 

Bere, fixteen do. do. 

Wheat, twenty do, do. 

Flax is (old by the ftone, and has fixteen pounds* 

The weight of the barrel of potatoes fluctuates more 
than all others, as in many neighbouring parishes their 
barrel varies from twenty to twenty eight* to forty and 
forty-eight ftones j but they are commonly fold* by 
bulk in the fack : the balance, in this cafe, is clearly 
againft the purchafer, as the feller doubtlefs ia not ig- 
norant 
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norant of how much weight his fack will contain: 
this fraud ought furcly to be redreffed \ it, however, 
(hews how well flocked this country is with this ar- 
ticle, and how little of it comes to market, or the fale 
.would not be fo negle&ed, or held in fo defpicable efti- 
mation. 

The town of Cootehill, which is the beft town in 
the barony, or, in the fale of its markets, the moft con- 
iiderable in the county, ftands nearly on the verge of 
Monaghan, and is on the eftate of Charles. Coote 
Efquire, and immediately joins his demefne at BelH- 
mont foreft. This town, but for its valuable linen 
market, would long fince have been extinguUhed, 
from the total negleft of its late proprietor, the Earl of 
JJellamont, though, doubtlefs, for the important reafon 
I have aflerted, and for combining caufes, it (hould and 
might be the beft inland town in Ulfter, The advanta- 
ges, which Cootehill poflefles, feem now to be truly ap T 
predated by the prefent proprietor, who has already 
improved k with feveral very handfbme houfes, and the 
old leafes being extinct, the tenants are obliged to build 
after an adopted plan, and meet every jreafonable en- 
couragement ; neat fhambles have been laft year erect- 
ed, an<J a market-houfe is now buildings 

The vicinity being entirely deftitute of quarry, and 
the clay yielding bricks of the beft quality, it becomes 

an 
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«n eafy matter, in obfervtng uniformity, to make (hi* 
town Very handfomc. An excellent inn has alfo beta 
fitted up, and Applied with poft-chaifes, a convenience 
which was here materially wanted j when fnch an efta- 
blifhment is completed at Bailyborough, of which it is 
flumeftdly deftitute, the road from Dublin to Cootehill 
will be well accommodated. 

The weekly fale of linens in this market is efiimated 
to average four, thoufand pounds fterling, but the webs 
principally are flieetings, and with this town no market 
in Ireland can vie in this trade. Buyers from all the 
linen markets of ITlfter fteadily frequent Coote-hfll 
market. As to the laws refpe&ing the linen trade, there 
is no place where they are more rigororoufly obferved, 
or an infringement more feverely punifhed. 

The demefne lands of this vicinity are very beanrifuf \ 
the extenfive view of Bellamont Forefi conveys every 
idea of magnificence, which fo fpacious a demefne can 
poffefs in the natural difpofition of the grounds, and 
the undulation of the furface, and thefe irregulav 
rities create a thoufand charms in the change of the 
/hade, from the extenfive groves, which have Co great 
a variety, and produce fuch pleafing effefts ; but I fhall 
have to fpeak more minutely of this fubjefl:, fa the cWe 
of this chapter. 

About one mile from Coote-hill, in the demefne of 
Afhfield, the feat of Theophilus Clements Efquire, 
which was planted, and highly adorned by the late 

Colonel 
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Colonel Clements, and an excellent Jioufe bulk. In 

wood and water this feat is very well furniflied: the 

: young plantations have thriven admirably, and their 

effect is moft pleafing-aud happy. The grounds, like 

thofe of many in this country, are but in a neglefted 

ftate of cultivation. About the: fame dtftance is. Anna- 

Ice, the feat of the Rev. Doctor Keatinge ;. in point of 

-fituarion it is unrivalled; the lands are. in excellent 

t heart, .and fliew judicious care and management : two 

- miles further is Tullavin, the* feat of Wm. Moore, Efq, 

• This demefne' has alfo • been well planted, and on 

-winch is fome very fine- full-grown timber; abetter 

attention has been paid to agriculture, and no where 

t in this county are fuch excellent fences, admirably welt 

-quicked, and the hedge-rows planted with foreft trees. 

. The houfe is but a cottage on the ruins of an old caftle, 

which with the adjoining fhrubbery prefents the neat* 

eft appearance, but Mr. Moore is preparing to build a 

capital manfion, correfponding with the value of this 

beautiful and well improved demefne. 

* An extenfive garden of about four acres* has been 

lately inclofed with a very good and lofty ftone wall 

lined with brick.' This garden is moft elegantly laid 

out, and the bed attention paid to it of any in the 

jtbunty ; the fruit trees are in the higheft perfection. 

-A thick fcrcen of young timber protects it from the 

North and Eaft winds, which blow here keen and fe- 

vcrc. Within this dejnefne are many Daniflt forts, 

s which 
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which are now beautifully planted, and the poling treta 
have well (hot up* The efle&s of thefe clumps in die 
midft of the fields arefuffident. toihew, with what 
little expenfc and cafe fo much of this neglc&ed cooa- 
ty might be brought to profit and beauty. 

A 1 rapid river rims at the foot of the -demeihe, and is 
the fame I hare ipoken of in the line of navigation; 
here the Nappa and the Annalee rivers-unite, and theme 
flow to Beknrbet. The fences and iaclofures on this 
demefne would confpkuoufly appear, aoddeferveithe 
highcft reputation in the moft improved county in Ire- 
land. How considerably muA the effecY be pleafing 
here, where is fnch a total negkft of this moft impor- 
tant concern, and the wild furroundhig commonage, 
for it defcrves no better diftia&ian, highly fcrves as 
a foil to the beauties of fuch improved and capital ia- 
clofures? ....'' 
About one mile further on the Cavan road is Raken- 
ny, the charming and antique feat of Henry Clements, 
Efq. which yet gives a lively idea of the grand diipofi- 
tion of demefne lands and improvements in more an- 
cient times, and which appearances are as yet carefdUy 
preferred* .The happy choice of plantation grounds 
is entirely favourable to the'courfe of the river, ted 
the great fupply of .water, with the rapidity of the 
flream, has found other courfes, which after meander- 
ing through the plantations have cut out Final! iAabds, 
and unite again with the ftreams of the parent rivef. 

A communication 
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A cominuiUcaricrii is I prefcrved through allthfelfe planta- 
tions, hjr Chinefe and fuftifc bridges, whkfr ire tfctowri 
acrofs the ftream, and the walks neatly grilled* the 
views of the cafcades, and thef found of -their' *atew 
re-echoed through thefe groves,' which prefeht fuch a 
variety of ftide, with the fragrant* of the wood- 
flowers along the walks, convey the molt gritefifl and 
pleafing fenfations. 

I muft~ here obferve a moft excellent plan of' roof- 
ing, which covers one of the ornamental cottages kt 
this demefne; the timber of the roof projects about fik- 
teen inches beyond the wall of the hotife, and cdnfe- 
<juently is built of frame work j the thatch proje&fc, of 
courfe, as much more frotn die timber, and the tfhbfc 
Jerves as a complete parapluie to the houfe, which can-' 
not receive any wet. The houfe is all frame work, 
lathed and plaiftered withinfide and without, and though' 
built above feveritecn years has not yet the leafi appear- 
ance of damp or injury, and is as warm as any brick, 
(tone, or mud walls I have ever fcen. . In this demefne 
are three gardens, which are all well fupplied, and one 
of them has the old terrace and other antique orna- 
ments. 

Nor has Mr. Clements been lefs attentive to the re- 
claiming of his lands; forty acres of bog have been 
lately capitally drained, and the main cut is twelve feet 
by fourteen j this promifes to be moft excellent ground; 
by widening and deepening the river much bottom 
s % meadow 
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meadow has been recovered and drained, and is now 
the founded (heep-walk, and die moft fertile ground in 
the parMhi nor in (heep-walk only is it occupied, for 
cows are here fatted to five or fix cwt. 

The maqfion on this demefne is very old and low, 
fimate in a vaje, between the {belter of woods -and. 
h(Us$ it a very, long and ipadous building, entirely cor- 
refponding with the fyftem of the day when it was 
erefted* to which is annexed every fuitable office in 
djftinft and ieparate fijuare courts, well inclofed. 

The fmall plantations contiguous to this deihefhe, 
for which Mr. Fiers received the Dublin Society's pro-, 
mium, are but in poor and ruinous order ; and his riur* t 
fery, which was eftabliihed for the fale of young trees, 
U now difcontinued. v 

The Danifti forts are numerous in this vidnjty; not 
j&any years ago, when one of them was preparing for 
plantations, above one thoufand pounds worth of gold 
coin was found, and alfo a large gold Jlbula buried in 
an iron pot. The neareft houfe of note, or caftle, at 
this time was in the mean village of Ballinacarig, of 
which there is now fcarce a veitige, though it is re*-, 
corded to have been a fpacious building, and fisrround- 
ed with a fortification, comprifipg a foffe, towers, and 
baflions. 

..The country from Coote-hill to the bounds of the- 
Barony may be valued at 30/. per acre, fpme of it is, 
fej much higherj very little, or none of this diftrift has 
, . . been 
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beeri under wheat culture: Mr. Clements ha* attempt 
edit with fuccefe, and cleared feventy-five pounds froai 
tmo and an half acres, bnt this was in the fcarce ftafon* 
when that grain had fo high a price. The oat acrt 
yields twelve barrels of fourteen ftone, from twenty* 
two ftones pf feed. Of barley, four-rowed, twenty 
barrels has* been die produce, and of potatoes the 
fnoft abundant return. So excellent is this foil for this 
valuable crop, that from fix to eight guineas per acre 
will be eafily had for potatoe ground, which is very 
high in this diftrift. Meadow is very feldom fet * the 
hay. is fold in die cock in bulky and maybe rated at 
the average of 50/. per ton. Flax ground will fet for 
eight guineas per aero. 

In the houfes through all this country, the linen ma- 
ftufa&ure is carried on, and few of them are without 
two or three looms employed. - 

Bog is however very fcarce, and ($ts at eight guineas 
per acre, and all in this vicinity will foon be exhaufted; 
fuel, of courie, is very dear. 

The parifh of Kill is now divided ; the late divifion is 
called Aihfield, where a new and very neat church 
has been lately built by Mr. Clements of Aihfield, and 
to which are annexed twenty acres of glebe. To the 
old parifli of Kill three hundred acres of glebe are 
fubjoined. From Rakenoy to Clones, an excellent 
bridge crofles the river, and the roads are in tolerable 
repair. 

South 
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Sooth of Coaie-HIl Jfcs BeHgtaen, threat of Tho* 
Bniakfer, Efq. Hie feridw here are , toll <jttk±«dand 
indofeds aoMdGderAk triftof liiidhiBbeeii:>i^i^ 
claimed aid weH improved; • **t «ctlknt fiunHf 
houfe has been erefted on an eleaaeed and comm*od<-» 
ingfite, and on the bleabh-gre&s adjoining this gentle- 
man has expended copfideraiUe fan* in mills, wfekft 
are wdl ftpplied wkh- water. ' The 1nhofpil*Me gleb* 
beyond the river is capable of yieldSdg much profit, 
were k itf^digiUe hands, and aMb dOtild afford coaftn 
durable onutoen^ to this drtnefiie, I have already had 
occaiioa to make honourable mention of Mr. franker'* 
indefatigable and happy exortipo* in droning, h> the 
Monaghan Survey, which have 4Kb be*n ptp&ed here 
with the like ipeceft. 

Aboat a mile farther is the -feat of Thomas Powell* 
Efq. where the linen manufacture is alfo confide^ 
ably and extesfively engaged in. 

I ihall now conclude this baronial furvey, with * 
more particular account of BeUamont foreft. 

This grand demefhe contains above one thoofand 
acres of land, nearly five hundred of winch are cover* 
fed with woods of 'full-grown timber, which encompafs 
lakes of great beauty; and were the areaV thefc ex* 
teniive (hcets of water to be taken into account, a very 
coniiderable portion of acres, which they cover, would 
b* annexed to the return. * 

The 
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«.3!ta yhpk .of *&*. jmmcQfc range of ornamental 
grounds are iuclo&d by a thick fcreen, and a particular 
care baa been had to prcfcrve every appearance confo- 
oailt 4* ib. ipaoous «n jaclofure, and all confined 'ideas 
\wc abandoned ia their formation. ' 
: Nor can there he conceived a furface of fuch various' 
undulation, oronore pleating inequalities for the choice 
o&plsntations, which, with the happy combination of 
water,, and exten£ve,pro{pe&s, are fo ftiikingly piftu- 
rjqfque, and beautifully difpofed for the higheft finifh of 
ornamental improvements. 

. The venerable groves of oak -crowning the Turnouts 
pf o>nical hilla, tfhfcb are overtopped by the more elon- 
gated, and alwoft monntainous range, clothed with tb^ 
lofty pine, afford the moftpleafing contrail in fuch va- 
Ofiibades, rand are resetted in the fpacions lake, which 
waters the borders of thofe woods. 
: Remarkably happy for this fublime view, the fite of 
the manfion was chofen, and on the oppofite fidp the 
profpeft is as rich and captivating, formfeed with all 
tfte Jfylvan fcenery and magnificent decorations of Daw* 
fon -grove, which are highly enlivened by the hofpitable 
flags of the proprietor of that princely demefne, which 
f frf f u di dlywavp over his charming improvements. 
-, THere^muot be, two demeihes* which more happily 
qqta, or^nore reciprocally contribute to the beauties of 
each pther > and, as the view of either manfion is com- 
pleteiy ihut out from, the other, the whole immenfe 

*W8? 
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range of improvements and fpackros woods, extenfite 
lakes, and elegant plantations, would to a Granger ap*_ 
pear as the one demefiie. 

From the front of the houfe. of Bellamont Fbrefr, 
though all the charming profpeft is prefented, it is nu>' 
ther mal-apropos, that the principal and very grand foil 
of rooms are confined to, and lighted from the rere, 
where the water-views, with which this demefiie. 
abounds, are entirely flint out, on which account feme 
eonnoiffeurs are 6f opinion, that the houfe is not exaft- 
ly in the bpft Situation. Tins manfion is built of bride. 
With a portico of cut ftone after the Doric order, ftp- 
ported by four {Hilars more plain than embellHhed, and 
elevated on a flight of fourteen fteps, thirty feet wide. 

The cafing of the window frames is aUb, of ens 
ftone, to correfpond with the portico ; and the centre 
window of each fide of the houfe, (which is a l regular 
fquare), is arched at top, and ornamented with light 
pillars of cut ftone. 

The houfe appears from the exterior view to hava 
three flights of apartments, though it has two floor* 
only. 

The entrance from the portico is a lofty hall, thirty 
three feet by thirty, which is ornamented with ftatuary 
in regular niches ; the ftudy and breakfaft parlour are 
at diagonal extremities, as are- the two flights of (burs, 
which are concealed by doors, and immediately oppo- 
site the hall-door is the fidoon of the like dimenfions 

of 
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x>f the hall: the watts of <?hfc very beauliM dportmenr 
are adorhed with fotne excellent portfaftv *&d 3 
Ml length pi&urg of ^he late iJarl, ta hk robes of the 
dfdef of the Bath, and a tefcrefpondirtg ode of theGonn- 
tefs of Bellamont, both painted by Sir Joflraa Reynolds. 
The liXenefles are extremely well preferred, and the 
pitting efteemedas tery good; and in this apartment' 
is one of the beft hiftorical piftures, which Ireland can 
produce, thefubjefi: being the filicide of Dido, m which 
all the figures are at full length, fttppofed to have been' 
, executed by Raphael. Indeed, every thing in this fine 
pifture commands admiration, and the diffiereht pat 
fions, which that extraordinary cataftrophe muft have 
created in the court of that queen, are happily execu- 
ted; though the poet's beautiful defcription is, in moft* 
refpe&s, very ftrikingly reprefeqted, yet the artift has a 
little deviated from the exaft delineation we (hould ex* 
peft from Virgil's defcription, but perhaps has* not, in 
this inftance, exceeded the licence, to which the painter 
is entitled, and which would doubtlefs not be adopted by 
fo incomparable a judge as Raphael, if he was not fen- 
fibk of its ftperior effeft. This pi&ure was purchased 
in Italy by the late Earl's father, for one thou&nd five 
hundred guineas, and was efteemed a great bargain. 
Several other very capital paintings, as alio fome very 
fine pieces of ftatuary and valuable antiques, were alio 
purchafed by that gentleman ; and he had fcarcely fur- 
luihed this manfion therewith, when an unfortunate 

fire 
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fir* which ftoafimed the h#afiv ddtoy^ftm.irilye*- 
ceptthU ( oAe ptftui* Tht cbtmiiej^pfeceB, wj&ch aft 
dfo Italian and tery *akable, wete pfefarYeg, a* t^f 
fortunately had not been put «p. The ctftiog J>a*kw 
and drawing-room, at the eppoflto extreme* ;<>£ die fe~ 
loon, areof exaAly&e like dimenfioos, and Mricktd 
with pillars ; all thefc principal roonfc are ♦try lefty* 
and the ceilings are highly embellifced with ftneoo. 

That* foperb appearance might be preferred in; the 
Icfooeft of thefc apartments* the reft of the fcaflfefc &• 
crificed, and in die centre flobr are ttrotinall rocsmot&f, 
which are over the final! ftody and fareakfeft parlour * 
tjtey are very low, and fenre as dfefitng rooms* 

The attic ftory has a good ftfit of dormitories, but 
they are aHb low; the fihe pr ofpe&s thefe fqksofropms 
command are the moft to recoibmend tbeor, mdtfM 
the whole houfc Atews the folly of ^ftentatto fci the 
lower apartments, which has quite fpollcd every .^ther 
room. This manfion cannot, therefore, be joftly called 
a good family houfe; nor o&n it be fiW to be aateaoenfive 
a manfion aa is foitable to fy (plendid and fpacioos « de- 
mesne. Its figure being a fijtiare is alio hoftUeto theap* 
pearaoce it fbould commafrd, and Oppofes any improve- 
ment of the addition of wings, which, ifof another : p}aa, 
jmghtyet be added to a happy and pleading efieft. 

The cellars and fetVantt aporimenta were, until $e 
k» rebellion, entirely out of fight, from the *&* 
tsrior view, ar the area was arched, flagged, and gf#ed, 

which 
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whicb foofidc^biy.a^ded ^ $*> correftl^i ^ the 
%le 9f #e arfhte&u*,; J^jfcwM#Mfat ^fJMgpd 
Xftpedifpt ^i^^away^a^drop^^tl^^w^ »vd*- 
fejjceJQ the hoyfe* |Vom thefeJower apa**i&wti,i# a wy 
^^UlXubtcrraoeoue pafl^g^io^hc o%9§> Igqg e&oagfc 
19 frfWgJfttcl, _&$. tp the baufe, Qtt^wftjttwB paflftge 
w^A* round the g^eatraage ;of qf&tfe wdfrfl0r.F*t4* 
^hkhfre.^ftribnte4 ia. large /quaere courts; amosgft 
jihefe is an, excellent ridipg-h^ft* a»d -a very {paciaa* 
ar$jbc4 A^We., T)ic whole are concealed frw *he view 
ofrhe hpi^bpBg*ra#$4 under tsover of a> hilt* wiioh 
is thtf^ ( plaitfcd w£t)> |uU grow* timber ; thU tfite wts 
judkipufly cbofen* a&fkbe defigj&.aHogethet very well ex- 
ecuted. The wood* of this demefhe are the veftige of the 
fcncicnt t fortfl of the country, and this place is famous 
for having been tbe principal refidence of (he O'RciUy'tt 
wljo were fqipjerfy the lords of the county, of C*van* 
Ithep diftipg^ifliedby the dejipmu^tmof Jfr^* tra£U 
of ffrsfe wpods were fcverally cot out fees, atdsfereat 
f*rio4s, and a^uncopfedttpwhutoneplotihews to have 
filled uuny centuries, la this the oak is the nlj tree, 
whofe vigour feeott .not to have decayed with his year** 
4*4 here *re font* of the fineft andgroffeft of this timber 
whu£ Iha^ feen; 

. This, noble tece, of all other timber the laoft vak*- 
fdWk» te JifctwifeofaU the jnoftcgsaerewm rural fee- 
iwy, and branches here wkh a luxuriance, which 
fftttttlhQ hafpkft etfeft* ttdfocnUhes the Radons 
lata* with reflefied beauty. 

Diamond* 
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Dtamond-hHl, fituate at nearly the extremity of thi* 
demefhe, and bounded -by a ipaaoiia 'lake, is a very 
lofty eminence, Which k richly ornamented with tim-. 
ber, and comprifcs all the beauties of the Foreft arid of 
•Dawioti-grove, together -with a great extent of country 
and diftarit improvements; With feme' amateurs of 
fylvan fcenery, this hill is find to command the favou- 
rite profpeft. The new approach will be very hand* 
feme when the bridge is finiihed ; though, in the pre- 
test line to the houfe, the incorr^cVidea of receding 
from the objeft we mean to approach was adopted, 
we mult pardon the defeat, if not approve it, from the 
fublime and beautiful difplay of rural charms, which, 
at once burft on the view through numerous viftas, 
lis the long hill is afcended. The efFeft of this fcene is 
more eafily felt tlym can be well expreffed: die afcent of 
the hill is rather tedious, and too barren of fcenery untH 
the fummit is gained $ the contrail is then as great aa 
its effects are moft fudden and tranfcendeatly magaifi* 
cent, as from hence is ahnioft a perpendicular fall* to 
the great lake, which is not difttngutfhed, until the 
woods of Dawfonwgrove, which lie beyond it, are firft 
taken in: from this viewthe eye is charmed with floating 
obje&s in various directions, and here is comprised 
die rkheft profpeft of foreft waving over the i]>acjous 
river, expanding into lakes of the fmootheft ibrface> 
whofe banks are charmingly indented by the generous 
hand of nature. Within the demdne, a fpa has lately 

bccit 
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bee* di^vti^t, ^hicfc jfiitaftc.cxaftly jefanblts the: 
water* at Swar4U>gtaJV 'MtA ftcm.full «s.:ppw«dfalr 
t^ ftr«9g fio^ p^QiUa? Jo tb?fe waters led^to the dif- . 
watyjtt.a twd4&0> when.tfee waters of „th* lake* 
had .fete?*l feet of fee, y« *w* not this JtiH ftream at 
all frozen; the wajtm were upcommotity dear! ftad 
cold, and were covered with a thick mineral jmdjCOp- 
per-coloured fcum. s ; , -». . 

The deer-park poffeffes all that wildnefs, which is fo 
fuitable ia fach an incjofiire, and fo highly correfponda 
with the contour of this demefne. Thefe lands are fittt- 
ate very high above the other grounds, in pafture 
and variety of fhadc and fhelter are excellent for deer, 
and have been celebrated for producing the fineft 
venifon. 

On the whole, whether we view Bellamont foreft in 
the early bloom of fpring, while nature is not yet com- 
pletely unfolded 5 or in fommer, when the rich luxuri- 
ance of the groves is as inviting to the eye, as their fhel- 
ter, and the cooling breezes from the lakes 4re grate- 
ful to the other fenfes 5 or in autumn, when the rural 
fcenery is crowned with all that variety of colour, 
which creates fuch innumerable (hades; or in winter, 
when the more fijent fnow-fcene, clothed in a thoufand 
beauties peculiar to itlelf, hufhes all nature to repoi?, 
and is contrafted with the awful found of the tempeft, 
whofe unhofpitable blasts are loudly reechoed through 
the grovts ; we are loft in admiration at the wonder- 
ful 
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' fol woricrof muift$ aod'ife maft tUtaAi^Wt^iligllt^ 
fuLfctt, wfcfah « fo little tadebctd to art for to miri*' 
root charms* a&dwhdf* beauties moft have aa emiaeflt' 
and particular efttaatioo ai&on^thedwnefoesof irfcttoty 
fo longer the lavifh and »ttftnined hand oF the forxrier 
muft holi>hej juft pre*emk»cnceorer the mimk powers 
of theJatter, which are never more deficient thsftfohcr^ 
attempts to copy from fo fair aa original* • 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. HI. 



RELATING TO THE COUNTT AT LARGE. 

; RURAL ECONOMY. 

SECTION I. 
Labour* 

IN thfe* m in the neighbouring county qf Mpwgbafl, 
labour is Iktfe in demand, as thefe counties are fubdivi- 
ded into fa oumeroip fiuall farms; the loom, not the 
bufioefs of agriculture, being the main 4epen(kncc, 
and each family is generally equal to cultivate the 
buds they hold. The average value of labour from 
the cottier as feveu pence per day, and from the fpal- 
pcei* or hired labourer, ten pence * .the woman's la* 
too«r, 19 the fidd, five; pence to fix peace } but her 
affifiance is only required in harveft* or i? the digging 
out of the potatoe crop. 



Sect, 
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Sect. 2. P^ovifom. 

The principal fupport being potatoes and oatmeal, 
of conrfe thcfe tracks are cheap, as they are fo very 
plentifully produced, and the nine-tenths of arable 
land is under their culture. Wheat-meal is dear, and 
flour is imported from Louth, Longford, and Meath. 
Beef and mutton rates full as high as in Dublin 
market. 

Poultry are feldom feen in fuch perfection as in 
Dublin market, and could be cheaper fupplled there, 
if we take the condition of the fowl into account. The 
Dublin poulterers regularly ftroli through this county, 
and cbnfiderably tend to encreafe the high ptke of 
fowl. * Geeli; in very bad order fell for ax. i£. tb 
is*i\d> per pair$ turkeys in like order, 3/. to 4/^; 
ducks, 2od<- y barn-door fowl, ad*/.; chickens fr6m 6i. 
to 1/. Of fife, fuch as pike, eel, and* trout* they* hafe 
abundance in their own lakes, and hawkers regtriirljr 
fupfrty C.hem with cod-fife, froi* three halfpence^ot^o 
pence per -pttrod; fahfadn, herrings* Sec. are brtittg&t 
here in abundance. •■- *- ~'* :i i ' '* . *'* " 

Wheat will average 30/. per barrel; barley rB/. to 

1QT*% oatmeal xzr. per cwt. and potatoes 2d. per ftone, 

for feven years rates, the two years of extraordinary 

fcarslty not taken into account. 

* The 
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The average return of the wheat acre may be fevea 
barrels, but very little is cultivated ; of oats twelve ; of 
barley twelve ; of potatoes one hundred and forty bar- 
rels, reduced to twenty {tones per barrel; of potatoe 
laud, -four pounds per acre; of flax land, fix guineas \ 
and thfe average value or prefeat rents, of Cavan do 
not exceed 2oj> per acre ; but it muft be confidered, that 
all thefe advantages in point of fertility of the county, 
and in cheapntfe of rent, tend to the fervice of the 
linen manufa&ure, as not one-tenth part of Cavan is 
ever looked to for the pfrrpofe of making money by 
farming, but merely to produce the flax and the provi- - 
fioos for the manufacturers. 



Sect. 3 • Fuel. 

■ In genera^ ftiej is in the greateft abundance, and .of 
j very fipe Jfind, a Ifc can be *ea*&4 ^oq the bog on an 
average. through tfr* county, for. ios» the hundred fta- 
tute kUhes, rent and labour inclufive. 

The trafts of bog are lb numerous they are contigu- 
ous enough tatherrefiJence, and the ejyenfc pf carriage 
makes but a fmall addition to this rate. 
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CHAP. XIII. 



V POLITICAL ECONOMY. 



: , . SECTION i. 

• > ; 

• Roads. »• « 

This 'county U extremely ill fupplied with materials 
for road-making, and in the old lines there was no ju- 
dicious fele&ion for toads, but the moft formidable 
hills were encountered, if in the ftraight direction. 
The new lines (hew, that much of the hills can be avoid- 
ed by winding through the vallies ; but in die general 
'reports of the county rcteds, it muft be coofeffed 
that they are lnjudkibufly made and wefrfe kept. 



Se«. 2". & J. Fairs and ivetkly markets* 

The fairs of Cavan are principally for young cattle, 
from yearlings to three years old, both black cattle and 

horfes, 

. . The 



The markets have no grain expofed to fale, of pro- 

vilions oatmeal principally, and are only remarkable 

for the fale of yarn, flax, and webs. 

. vTbe average- fale of linens manufactured and fold in 
' Catta'.CpuDtty may be rated to value feventy thoufaud 

pounds, and above twenty 'thoufand more goes to mar- 
r ket r without the coucttys fo that "neaMy one hutftlrid 
c thofcfand pounds worth fc manufactured withte- t&fc 
< county. Some years thWexport has been increafidi 
- before the emigration m America of the manufa£^iter§; 

*Qd when there was a fleshy and briflc demand fortttfr 
^ fiaens. .• • .» ~Xii'L 

c-. i .■/•",* - - ^..ri 

Sect. 4. Commerce and ManttfaBures. K '"' " 

*> .**'■. * . • 

- IJome eftimate may be formed of the fubjett ip the 
: foregoing claufe, by the following return of the cap£» 
* T>Hity of the feveral bleach-greens of the county; but it 
~lRgft.be obferved, if, of the webs which are finished 
h$re, many arepurqhafcd in foreign markets, much more 
,of the >web$ pf this, county's manufacture are alio 
; purqhafcd by other bleachers. 



;U r T i THE 
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THE COUNTT BtEACH>GRESN8. 



Plket. 


• • • ' " • wmrterof 
Propriety** . m*h+U*&ed. 


Cecum aarket, Mcfirs* Thos, Eyr« Bow<& ; 


'ifcflOO 


IXftttV. / .«? » ,.. 


Brab*zon Brunker* : 


l «i&oo 


J3|tt0, ' . ,* * 


Thos. Bamta* : 


.«ooo 


Ditto* *■• t * 


Sam; Cttonyagbaal* 


«doo 


Ditto*, - - - 


Jo&pb Brovaci. 


4000 


Ditto, 


John Lcc, 


. 5&00 


Ditto, 


William Spear, 


8000 


Ditto, - ~ . 


R. George, 


4000 


Blleftundra, 


J. Benifon, 


10,000 


Ditto, • 


A. Palks, 


8000 


Ditto, • 


WqlNqJ, llt . 


4000 


Ditto, . . - . • » ■ . . 


J. Sloaoe, ,;. 
Total pieces, , 


.4*0 


j .. • 


9,1,000 



' As a confidenible number of thefe pieces aretheetv 
ings, we cannot rate rfie ninety-one ihotoftad pieced, 
great and fmall, at lefa than 30/. per pfcee, and & thfe 
valuation the eftimate of capital employed, when the 
greens are full, will appear to be forty-five thoufand 
five hundred pounds. 

The principal grievance* which yet opprefles the 
trade, is the high rate of difcount between fpede and 

bank 




OF TffcCq&pX i : 0| : C^X4K. * 77 

ofiTfnd its 
Remand 



of tEel 



: a £ eoncjary {&&fe < 
foripdr liijeQ. iii foreign siarkcta, that & ibuch mifchief 
hai 4 been; donfe to webs b the bleaching by fomc 
quacking j>ra&fticfiers*in cHemiftrys who Aiould be well 
experienced in Ithat 'art, jbefofe a tegular land approved 
fyftem* w[hich;ha3 iucceeded'in a. due cburfe of time 
in ;theproce& of' whheaing out Hnen^, ihould be 
innovated by tew modes, which, are haiflily adopted 
from their quick operation, and which for Grid redan 
Ihould above all othlcrs be moft fufpefted, 1 
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pECT. 3. ! Table oflTwm ark Village*. 



.BARONIES. 



JTullagha, 



/Tuilaghonoho, 

Clonmogh«D,| 

* * * ' 

Lougbtef, 

Gaflleraghan,' 

v. 

Clonchec, 
Tnilaghgarvy, 



1 towns. 

B^llyconneU, 
M.P.3. 



Kjlbfhandra, 

:m.p. 3. 



Crpftdoney, 



Ballyhaife, M. 
pelturbet, 
M. P. 3. . 

Cavan, M.P.6. 

Virginia, 
BaDxJaitocaduff/ 



Bailyborough, 

; M<P.6. 

Si*gVcoqrt, M. 

Shercock, M, 

Coott-hill, 
M.P.6. 



, VILLAGES. 

Ballyraagowran, 

Bawnboy, 

Dfrryolim, 

**rgy> 

Swanlingbar, 

Woodford* 

Atvagfi, 
Kflmore, 
Sqraba, 

'Ballinaoagh, 
Billinteinple, 
Kilgolah, ' 
KJlnaleck, 
Ivjount-Nugent, - 

Arghill, 
Bailinacarig, 
BntlerV bridge* 
Stradone> 

/Daly's-bridgc* 
Kill, 
Xullpgh, 

Muff, 
Wiltown, 



Pillinacargy, 

Red-hills, 

TVtllyvin. 



( 



M denotes a market— *P a poft-tewn, and the figure marks 
ahe number of days, on which the poft comes in from Dublin* 

. - Sect. 
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r - • ■ . • 
SmcnoN 4. 



Alphabetical Lift of Fairs. 



Arvagh (25th March) (ift May) (*thjune) (iftNpV..^ 
Bailyborough (17th Feb,) (17th May) (15th June) (1 7th 

,4^g.).)i^th Oa t ) (17 Nov.) 
Ballyconiiell (13th Feb.) (17th March) (1 6th May) (24$ 
June) (29th July) 29th Sep.) (25th 0<ft) ($&&*)* 
Baljyhaife (ift Marph) ,(i8th J£ay). (13th July) (30A 
- Aug.) (6th Noyr) {i$tbDec.> . : • . «, . . , 
BallyhUand (aift May) (7th June), , . , , ^ 
^BaUyjamc^ufF(7th May) *7th July) ,26th Oft.) (21ft JDecJ 
Ballymagowran (23dFeb.) (23d May) (12th Aug.) (4th 0&.) 

, (atod Not.) ... 

fiaUynacarxig (liUi Feb.) (12th May) (6th Aug.) (22nd 

Not.) ( 

Ballynagh (94th March) ( 1 oth April) (5th June) (5th Aug.) 

(3dOcl«) (21ft Dec.) 
Behnrbet (10th Feb.) (aiftMay) (i*tb June) (pift July) 
(4th Sep.) 17th Not.) 

■ Race (17th May) (3d June). 
^CaTan (ift Feb.) (14th, May) (14th Aug.) (25th Sep.) 

12thN0T.)- 

Cootehill ( 1 2th March) (9th June) (12th Sep.) (6tbJDec.) 

Croft- 



Crofidooey (5th April) (27th May) (26th Aug.) 17th Not.) 
Doobally (26th May) (15th Aug.) 
KHgqgoy (5 th F *0 (ajthlfc^.ftd Aug.) 5th Not.) 
" Xilgolah (17th Jan.) (17th March) (26th April) (27th 
Not.) 
Killclhandra (28th March) (22nd June) (24th Aug.) (8th 

Nov.) -• . ^ 

Kilnaleek (2d Feb.) (13th May) (nth June) (10th Aug.) 

(ift Nor.) (17th Dec.) 
King's Court (23d May) (18th June) (ill Aug.) (19th 

Sep.) (8th Nor.) (4th and 24th Dec) 
J-arjy (22iidMay) 22nd July) (aim* Sep.) (19th Not.) 
^I^ount-Nugent (rftjune) (21ft Oa) ' 
Muff (x ith Aug.) 

Hedhilh'(iftjan.) (24th May) (24th July) 24th Oa.) - 
Scraby (jethFeb.) (15th May) (ift Aug.) (ilthTfec.) 
Shercock (16th May) (id June). 
♦Stradone (23d March) (24th June) (16th Aug.) (j6A 

Oa.) (iSthDec.) 
Swanlingbar (ift Feb.) (30th March) (12th April) (18th 
May) (9th June) (27th Jury) (13th Oft.) (27th Nor.) 
(21ft Dec.) 
Tullyvin (9th March) (4th May) (5th July) (26th Aug.) 

(nth Dec.) 
Virginia (i ath April) (9th July) (23d Sep.) (2 ifl Not.) 
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SECTION 5; 

ALPHABETICAL LfST 

or THE 1 . ,r 

PRINCIPAL LANDED PROPRIETORS, 



ADAMS, Colby Efq. 

.*— •. , Jam^sBfq^ 

— — , (yRcilJlSfq. ' 
» ■ * , Rev. AUei* Noble 
" »■ , Rev. B&ijamia 
, Stewart E*q.. 






Annefley, Rev. B&lir 

« , Right Hob. Earl of 

Armftrong,;~ — Efij. ' 

BAKER, John Efij. _ 
■ ,»*" .», Robert Efq. 
Barry, Colonel John 

, Thomas, Elq. - 

Batterfby,' , Efq, 

BeM, Andrew Efq. 
- — > Richard Efq. 
Benifon, John Efq. 
Berry, Thomas. Efq. 
Betty, William, Efq. 



Btakwtod, 
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Blackwood, James Efq. 

~, Richard Elq. 
BlaMord, 'h ■^ ifq* 
Booth. Richard Bell Efq. 
Brooke, Rev. Richard' 1 
Brunker, Thonfti^fijl 

, Robert Efq. 

CALDWELL, 5lr]jQSfrSarf. ' \n ^ 
Campbell, Wm. £^^r9piflfto|atixes^f, 

Canning, George .Jifq.; y _ 

6urfon,Tlu>aM0r¥^/. - 

Clements, He^ry E^' . -, . ' 

, TheopM^Efit, ; , 

Coghill*Sir r ftfft. \ 

Coote,Qb4rte$iEfii,:; ;;. ... - 

Copeland, John Jo*es E£q. : 

Corbet, Patrick Efq. 

Corlismore, — Efq. f ' 

Corfy, Thomas Gharlesr Stewan Efq* 

Cofby, Major 

Cottingham, Reverend Doftor ; 

Crawford, Jame&Efq. ~ ; '~ 

Crofton, Sir Hugh Bart. .'*•'- 

DAVENPORT, SiaiQp Efq; , 
Dawfon, Townly, Efq<jfflpr(?fti\Wi^e# of, 

Deafe, Efq..- .'<■'-♦•• ^ 

- : .... '• De Blaquiere, Right Hon. Lord 



Doughty 
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Doughty, $obef*Ety' 
Doyle, George, $fal L\-\.\ 



,.A X,». _ .<^W 



- r' 



r:«.«i. 4 



T 



ELLIOTT, John; Efc^. 
Ellis, — Eq* : : T. /.: 
, Gbre, Efl^J . *_• , 

x Bnery» riui » nu > Efijl r . r / ■' ^ 

Emns, Thomas, Efq. 

F^KrAleiwnder^ :; -> 

— r 1 , '~ E^ 

Farnham, RighpHO^'B^of * ~ ' 

Fleming, ArthwJBgfc : 

, ThomasrEilt^ ; t •• 

9 r/tifyi:'. .: ,.\ ,. 

Fofter, Henry Ejfij^ L:::./! :^ •„; ..." 

.gaven, _^e^; , 7 ;^; 

Gosford, Right I^x^.^ord 
Griffon, Willian^Efcj. ..;... 

HARMAN, Rai^Eiq. ' ; * 

William Efq. 
Haffard,^aJbnEfq. 
Headford, ^ftttob^ Marquis W 
Hinds, Walter Efi|: L ' - " % 07i ^ 
Hodgfon, Sir fedbeitf^an. ~ * 
Home, Robert Ef^' 

JACXSON^Mrg. : .^. ? 
Jones, Humphrey Efq. 

Jones, 
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Jouit, John Mtatray Efq. -t 

Irwin, Richard Efq. > 

,-WHHamEfq. r 

KELETT, Robert Efq. - - •' 
Kilmore, Reverend Dean o& — 
— , Right Keferead Bt&op of 

LANAUZE, —Efq. 
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CHAP XV. 



FARMING SOCIETY. 



THERE had not been any farming fociety in Cavan, 
at the time I was collecting the materials for this furvey; 
however I now learn, that a fociety is eftablifhed at 
Bawnboy, of which Mr. Sneyd is prefident, who repre- 
fents the county. 

So important are the advantages refulting from the 
meetings and communications of experimental and ju- 
dicious farmers, that they fhouH meet every encourage- 
ment. No part of Cavan is lefs engaged in manufac- 
ture, than the vicinity of the members of this new 
fociety; nor are there any lands, fo favourably difpofed 
for improvement, if we confider the fmall rents, and the 
valuable change, which is wrought on the foil of this 
hilly region by a fmall application of lime, and a little 
perfevering induftry. The encouragement now held 
out by the farming fociety of Ireland, to the minor efta* 
blifliments, will be doubtfefs no fmall incentive to us to 
cultivate our lands, and bring into immediate profit 
thofe valuable refources, which have lain too long ne- 

u glefted, 
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gletted, though pofleffing capabilities enough to procure 
true wealth and independence. 

The utility and important benefits, which refult from 
the correfpondence with focieties of agriculture, are 
clear, becaufe by their different reports of foil our 
theory is perfeft againft the time, when we fhall have 
occafion to put into praftke the knowledge we have 
acquired from their communications ; for/ although the 
ffrft principles of agriculture will hold good in every* 
country, yet the true methods of their application muft 
vary, according to the nature of the foil. The more ex- 
tenfive are thofe focieties, the greater knowledge will 
be acquired, and the more rapidly it will be diffufed. 
Vain indeed wpuld be the exertions ofthe experimental 
farmer, and ufelefs would be the valuable tra&s of hus- 
bandry, which are offered to the public, if a general and 
laudable fpirit of emulation in the culture of our lands, 
and in the improvement of our ftock, did not almoft 
qniverfally prevail, which the wife and enlightened 
government fo meritoripufly encourages, and which, that 
their example may be more effe&ual, are almoft indi- 
vidually and extenfively engaged in. . 

Under fuch aufpkes, agricitfture muft flourifh, fcience 
muft be enlarged, and the lethargy, which too long fealed 
up our ideas, of this moft important of all concerns, is 
at length cjifpelled; an4 in the happy hours of returning 
peace w$ muft expeft, that the legal bonds and reftric- 

tions 
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tions, which have hitherto preferred all thofe abfurd and 
ridiculous cuftoms, to which we have too fondly been 
attached, and which have too long oppreffed the ferti- 
lity of our foil, will give way to the real interefts of the 
nation, which are and ever will be infeparably inter- 
woven with the profperitj of her hufbandry. 



u 2 CtiAP. 
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CHAP. XVI. 



CONCLUSION. 

FROM the negleA of the valuable and exteqfive 
tra&s, which now defervc no better diftin&ion than in- 
hospitable, unpopulated, and barren waftes, this county 
does not raife corn fufficient for its own fupply, though 
the foil is capable of fo high improvement, as to yield 
full one-third greater produce. 

Nor would it be an unfair calculation to aflert,. that 
the rentals might be fully increafed in the fame propor- 
tion, if the fpirit of induftry, which mull firft fpring 
from the landlords themfelves, would more 1 generally 
prevail: until their example leads the way, fuch an al- 
teration might be dangerous to the manufacture, and 
particularly fo to the proprietor. The great 'misfor- 
tune to this county is, that nature has denied that re- 
vigorating manure of lime, which fo powerfully, changes 
the foil; a navigation only could fupply a fufficiency on 
eafy terms. 

Flax culture is mlferably followed; draining is total- 
ly negleftecj: a little attention to inclofures, which (hew 
fo little care, is now particularly required ; nor fhould 
the better repairs of the county roads be a fecondary 

confederation. 

I now 
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I now beg leave to make my beft acknowledgments 
to the gentlemen of this county, who have fo kindly 
af&fted me with their intelligent and polite communica- 
tions, and with every wifli for the profperity of this 
county, 

I have the honour to be, 

Their moft obedient, 

And very humble fervant, 
CHARLES COOTE. 
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References to and Explanations of the Rev. Mr. Cooke* s 
nevdy improved patent J)rill Machine. * * 



The fuperior merits of the prefent improved machiae, 
compared with the old one, confift 

ijf. In the wheels (B. B. fig. i.) being fo large, that 
the machine can travel on any road without trouble, 
or danger of breaking $ alfo from the farm to the field, 
&c. without taking to pieces ; requiring only half the 
draught which the old machine requires. 

idly. In the coulter beam (C. C. fig. i, with all the 
coulters) moving with great eafe to the right or left, 
on a principle of the pentagraph, by which means the 
drills may be made ftrait; and where lands or ridges 
are made four feet and a half, or nine feet and a half 
wide, the horfe may always go in the furrow, without 
letting afoot on land, either in drilling or horfe-hoeing. 

2dfy. In the feed fupplying itfelf regularly, without 
any attention, from the upper to the lower boxes, as it 
is diftributed.' 

4thly. In lifting the pin M on the coulter beam to a 
hook L on the axis of the wheels ; by which means the 
coulters "are kept out of the ground at the end of the 
land, without the leaft labour or fatigue to the perfon, 
who attends the machiue. 

Sthty 

* For Plate, See Page 224. 
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$thly. In going up or down deep hills, the feed-box 
is elevated or deprefled accordingly, (b as to render the 
diftribution of the feed regular; and the feed being co- 
vered by a lid, is fcreened from wind or rain. 

Theft are fome of the advantages appertaining to the 
above improved drill; which, though confiderable in 
the procefs of drilling, are as nothing, compared with 
thofe, which arife from the ufe of the horfe-hoe j of 
which it may fuffice to fay, that from eight to ten acres 
are commonly hoed in one day, with one man, a boy, 
and a horfe, at the trifling expence of fix pence or eight 
pence an acre, in a ftyle far fuperior to, 4nd more ef- 
fectual, than any hand-hoeing whatever ; alfo perform- 
ed at times and feafons when it is impoffible for the 
hand-hoe to be ufed at all. 
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Further Confiderations on the State of the Poor. 

AMONG the various fubje&s, which have been 
confidered, I feel it neceflary to fay a few words more 
on the moft important codcern of all, which is the 
condition of the poor; for it will require little thought 
to convince us, that the wealth, the happinefs, and the 
peace of the nation, muft depend on an amelibration of 
their truly deplorable ftate. 

Too little indeed have their miferies occupied our 
attention, than which no grievance more particularly 
requires redrefs, as well on the fcore of found policy, 
as in obedience to the di&ates of humanity. 

I /hall venture a little reafbning on this fubjeft, and 
endeavour to (hew, how much it is the intereft of the 
community in general, as well as of the landed propri- 
etor in particular, to heartily engage in fo important a 
concern ; for furely the welfare of that clafs oLpeople 
ought to be confidered, ivhofe labour and induftry are 
our main dependence, and wbofe comforts infure peace, pro* 
Jperity 9 and content at home f 

From 
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From our prefent clofe connection with the filler 
country, their interefts are now deeply interwoven with 
ours, and we (hall doubtlefs fpon fee their earned exer- 
tions for the improvement and civilization of Ireland; 
and it cannot be denied, that the preliminary ftep muft 
be the corre&ion of the greateft nuifance, which furely 
is the unhappy fituation of the poor. 

I flull be very brief in thefc remarks, which with 
great zeal and diffidence I venture to offer, nor will I 
attempt a particular recapitulation of forrows \ fuch a 
melancholy pifture would only ferve as a national re- 
proach, for I $o not here confine myfelf to any parti- 
cular place, but allude to the condition of the poor 
throughout Ireland x I {hall only fay, in beholding their 
povertywe fwell the magnitude of our own negleft, id 
not having long fince redrefled it. 

It is evident, that we either had not the means of 
affording this redrefs, or that we have beeri cruelly 
deaf to the calls of humanity. 

The former thefis will not be eafily demonftratetf, 
and a* the latter will hardly meet inveftigation, let it, 
in charity, be obfcured in the fhade of that policy, 
which we muft refort to ; for the critical moment \s 
arrived, when we are obliged, for our own particular 
intereft, to adopt meafures for the relief and civiliza- 
tion of the poor, or confign the tafk into the hands of 
a Britifh legislature, who will feel the imperious necet 
fny of ena&ing poor rates, and in their formation may 

juftly 
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. juftly retort as fevereiy on' the rich, as they haye hi- 
therto flifcwn a fupincaefs towards inch a laudable inJftU 
ration. In England, this lalutary meafure has become 
a ferious burthen, by the adnjiflion and fufferaace of 
abqfes \ we have the advantage of diffing«u(hiag thofe 
evils in the formation of our poor laws, and of fleering 
dear of them - f and without a hearty co-operation of 
the wealthy and indubious part of the community, to 
work out and fupport a fit and proper cftablifhment, 
all thofe evils and burthens would alfo gradually creep/ 
in .upon us. 

As I truft the importance of this mealuse already s 
occupies a good deal of attention, fo vaxbus methods, 
or plans mull be in contemplation j but I think the lead- 
ing Hep to Us accomplifhment, might be, by ^helegi* 
flature inverting grand juries with power to levy a fuoi 
of money for the commencement of the bufine&j i£ 
would moft probably be fuccefsful, if all individual* 
emolument, or, in other words, if jobbing was fteadHy 
l>ani(hed in the formation of the fyftemj and a certain 
fmall levy on every capable per fon of the community, 
(within certain ages) would be a very fair mode of 
affeflment to complete the fund. J very earrieftly re- 
commend a ferious pqrufal of Mr. Pew's advice* on 
this fubjeft, from which fujfficient hints might be col- 
lected to form a plan truly effective, without being at 
all burthenfome or partial to any clafs of people. 

- ' ' The 

* Seepage 53 in this book. 
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* The wages of the peafant are not in a fair propor- 
tion to the increafed value and rife on the produce of 
the land ; on a judicious reform' in this particular much 
depends, and, it fhould be attempted with great caution ; 
Tor, although a very confrderable increafe is requifite, 
yet it (hould be gradual and progreffive; for if too libe- 
rally and too fuddenly extended, it will certainly have a 
contrary tendency, and only increaie his diflblute man- 
ners, which might enable him to be lavifh in diffipation, 
of courfe encourage idlenefs, and would ultimately in- 
jure more than relieve his wife and children. 

The beft means might be gradually efle&ed by in- 
ereafing his wages by a little, and let him not touch 
that increafe, which fhould be handed over to the col- 
lector by his employer, and have as little as poffible to 
do with parifli officers. To depend on thefe gentry, 
as in England, is a iniferable refborce j or to fuffer the 
inhuman praftice of farming out the poor, would be 
only adopting greater evils, to correft a comparatively 
lefler one; and I believe it would be better for the 
* community at large in that country, to have thefe poor 
laws totally repealed, and depend on a general regular 
contribution for their fupport, than to allow a continu- 
ation of the abufes, which have"crept in, and have now 
eftablifhed a legal Impofition of greater burthen by far 
than tithes and many other taxes added together. Hie 
idea of farming out the poor is a reproach to a nation, 

the 



APPENDIX. . 301 

the bafe of whofe conftitution is freedom, and it is no 
lefs a difgrace to humanity. 

Let not the expofition of evils in a (yftem, which 
was founded in charity , be pleaded as a bugbear to the 
eftablifhment of a fimilar plan, no lefs merciful than 
politic ; the magnitude of thefe evils is fo confpicuous, 
that they can be avoided, and the bafis of the new fyf- 
tem ihould be general and impartial contribution, fo that 
every individual in the community, capable of employ- 
ment, ihould be obliged to fubferibe a certain weekly 
fum towards that fund, which would then become their 
own property, and to which they would have a legaj 
claim in the hour of diftrefs. 

It requires but very little confideration to know, that 
the wages of the peafantry are inadequate to their fup- 
port — how frequently may we fee a poor labourer, 
with five, or fix, or more children, who with his wife 
are entirely dependent on the miferable pittance of 
from fix pence to ten pence a day, out of which every 
article of life muft be procured, his wife being occupied 
in the care of fo numerous an infant family ? It is then 
on him alone they all depend; and are his utmoft exer- 
tions in the time of health adequate to procure them 
food? But, fliould ficknefs overtake him, how truly 
deplorable is the fituation of that wretched family, who 
muft either beg or ileal for a miferable exigence ? for 
the boafted conftitution. of this country affords them no 
protection. The afflifted father is too poor to contraft 

debts, 
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debts, which it is unpoffible he (hould be able to re- 
pay; hence the fource of rebellion and difcontent; 
hence rages the mania for emigration ; hence it is, that 
the children of the peafaot, which are in other conn- 
tries his wealth, ace his incumbrance in this ; and 
hence k is, that our great population is the fource of 
our national poverty. 

Let it not be aflerted, that the national pride would 
refill the benefits, which might be derived from this 
fafutary propoied meafure ; I know that the peafants 
of Ireland have a* commendable pride, and that many 
of them would faffer the moft poignant diflrefs, rather 
than be indebted for their relief to charitable iaftittr- 
tions; but in their applications to an eftabliftiment, 
whole funds are fiipported by their own contributions, 
there could be nothing derogatory to their pride, and 
they only refort to the genera! flock purfe in the day 
of want. 

ft is by the adoption of inch a plan, that the prefent 
fliiferable filtration of the mduftrious peafant would be 
made truly comfortable? every dafs of the community 
would loon be pleafed, that there was atr obligation on 
<hem to contribute to the general firpportj for the 
ialutary effe&s of the raeafure would bef quickly felt, 
and gratefully acknowledged. 

Nor would the collection pf thefe fums be any 
troublefome matter, nor fcarce any expenfe attending 
the eftabliflimeot j one officer to each pariflx would be 

quite 
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quite fajfident, aad the perfon, who gives the employ- 
meat, ought to be empowered to ftop the weekly pro* 
portion of each perfon's wages, which fhould be 
handed to the treafarer, who would give fecurity for 
the truft, and pay intereft for the money remaining in 
his hands. A committee of the parifttkmers fhould be 
chofen at regular periods? to 'nfpeft the funds and dxf- 
burfements, which flioutd be reported every meeting; 

Let us now confider the happy change, which fuck 
an inftbution would foon effed ; let us behold the pea- 
fant, after his daitylabour, returning to his comfortable 
fife-fide, and enjoying the cheerful Countenances of his 
happy family ; he feds his home now endeared to him, 
which was lately the feat of ficfcaefe and fqualld po- 
verty 1 ^ when thus the neceiflaries of life are fuppfied, 
aad the fweets of comfort and independence tafted* 
civilization will rapidly follow with commendable enra- 
lition, and that ignorant and grofs feperfthion, which 
is now the idol of the poor, wilt fall before the fight 
of reafon, whkh will fcon prevail even with the chil- 
dren of the preftnt generation 5 for it cannot be denied, 
that the love of learning is one of the ftrongeft features 
in the national character. 

Independent of the pleafing feelings refulting from 
fuch an inftitution, as would better the condition of our 
fellow-creatures, we will fin* alfo our beft policy to 
adopt it, by doing away the neceffity of perhaps a more 
rigid fyftem, the burthen of which may fall entirely on 

one 
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one clafe* for that fomething mail be done very 
fpeedily, is felf evident. 

I now fubmit my imperfeft ideas on this fubjelt, and 
would only suggeft the propriety of county meetings, 
to take the matter into serious coniideration, and to 
inftruft their reprefentatives to apply to parliament for 
their aid, towards the attainment of fo great and im- 
portant a concern; and which* afliftance will be fiirely 
granted. In our reduced reprefentation, and in the 
happy hour of returniog peace, th$re is lefs of politics 
to agitate us ; let us therefore beftow fome attention 
on our internal maladies ; how far constitutional it may 
be to propofe tefts to the candidates at ele&ions for 
fupporting popular meafures, I do not prefume to fay ; 
but if ever a teft was excufeable, it is fiirely in fo hu- 
mane and neceflary a caufe, as the emancipation of the 
poor : I truft it would find no oppofitioo, ,as it would 
doubtlefs meet the views of every candidate, who is 
warmed by that patriotifm, which he is ambitious to 
have the power of cultivating, and of every gentleman, 
who is zealous in the caufe of humanity, which in this 
iuftance his co-operation would truly ferve. 
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